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INTRODUCTION.

3 J

- TO THE GENTLE READER.

SHouLp you perchance have pe-
‘rused certain three small volumes,
called THE ApvENTURES OF HaJsr
BaBa or IspanaN, and had the pa.
tience to reach the last page, you will
there have seen a sort of declaration,
that if the translator were to meet
with encouragement, he wjould inform
you how his hero (if such he may be
called) accompanied a great ambassa-
dor from Persia to England, and of
their sﬁbsequent adventures.
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In all humility I beg to inform you " -
that I #4m " that' trandlator ;. but i’
making the said declaration, I found:
that I'had placed‘myself iti'a tlilemnth ;
for ‘what i encouragement? let" me
ask. " ‘Is it the"appliuse of fristids?"
No; they are partial. The notice of”
the daily press? Puffing is no en-
couragémént. The criticism of re-
viewers? * They lose sight of the
work, and “write their own essays.
Nét’ eveil the several editions through
which a book may pass can be appealed
to as a' decided test ; for now-a-days,
ir England, reading societies are as
numerous as reading men in other
countries, and they alone exhaust a
first edition, whether the book is read
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or not; whilst the second gengrally
rgmaips to lumber the booksellers’
shelyes; therefore, ,unless the copies
sold. bg. sonnted, pot by hundreds, but
by theusands, an,author can scarcely
be. said tp, haye, acquired decided
success.,., .

1, oo ] 1

Suqh heing the case, to use HaJJl s
language, . folded the.arms of idle;
ness, gver the breast of resignation ;
and . since my book had scarcely ex-
hausted.a second edition, I was de-
teminéd to bid adien to gmbition, and
to seat myself amongst theobscure class
of second or third-rate scribblers. In
the mean while, certain duties having

obliged me to cross the Atlantic te visit
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certain countries in America, I had al-
most forgotten the projected continua-
tion of my translation; and, absorbed
in the affairs of the New World, I
became neglectful of my plans in the
Old.
i

On my return to England, I was
one morning roused by the reception
of aletter from Persia. It came from
one high in office, and with whom I
had lived in habits of intimacy during
my residence in that country, and its
perusal threw me at once into the very
heart of my Asiatic recollections. As
I considered and reconsidered its con-
tents, I could not forbear exclaiming,

¢ Encouragement! do I seek for en-
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couragement to proceed with Hajji
Baba?- Here it is in abundance—
this letter alone is sufficient!” '

"I will now venture to lay'the said
letter before you ; and suppressing the
first paragraph, which is evidently
written by an English hand, I will
then state why I look upon it as ¢ en-
couragement.’

It is as follows:—

¢ Tehran, 21st May, 1826.

¢ MY DEAR FRIEND,
‘I am offended with you, and not
without reason. What for you wrile
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Hajii Badba, sir?. King very angry,
sir. - I smenr, hivy you newer . sniéa,
lies ;. but, he Sy, yosessoree. Al
people very.angrywithlyos, siv. . That
very bad > boek, \sipe. vhH fess \9is.
Whe tell you all thesediédysir &« Hikak
Jorgou not: spesistay med. - Kery badh
businges, sirv . Reniiin popla ueny:
bud peopley perhepss bt dery.gand.db
YouySir.. oK hatfor.you abmss them
so bad? I very angry. Sheikh Ab-
dul Russool* write oh! wvery long
letter to the king ’bout that book, sir.
He say yow el king's wifé one bad
* The‘éo;egn&r of Busixife, in the Persian
Gulf; by which it appears that the ‘book
reached Persfd ‘through'India. -~ -
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womgny ynd Jing kilk her. I very
awpwy, Wy Bug gow aremy friend,
aid 1 - telf eimgnyssheikh write all ke.
Yov) calt mec Mirsa. Firoug, 1 inow
vaiy woll, ard say. I talk:great deal
aonSense. V¥ hen- I . ladkswonsense ?
Oy o think  yourself: nery . clever
novw; Bugithis KigieBabasery fookish
bidinegs. - F thinkcyingesrgpyfor.
somie simes b edeo ot ko, dud &
thin A very foolish. : i s “
ORI RO S g o 8
s English.gentlemen say, Hajj¢ Baba -
very swlever. book, . but X think not
clever at all—very foolish book. You
myst not be ané,;r:y with me, sir. I
your old friend, sir. God know, I
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your very good friend to you, sir.
But now you.must write ather. book,
and praise Persian peoples very much.
I swear very much to the king you
never write Hajji Baba.

I hbpe you will forgive me, sir. I
not understand flatter peopleseyyou
know very well. I plain man, sir—
speak always plain, sir ; but I always
very good friend to you. But why
you write *bout me? God know 1
your old friend.

¢ P.S. I gotvery good house now,
and very good garden, sir; much
better as you saw here, sir. English
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gentlemans tell me Mexico all silver
and gold. You very rick man now,
I hope. I like English flowers in
my garden—great many ; ‘and king
take all my china and glass. As you
write so many things ’bout Mirza
Firouz, I think you send me some
seeds and roots not bad; and because
I defend you to the king, and swear
- s0 much, litlle china and glass for me

very good.

And now, very probably, you will
ask, How can you gather encourage-
ment from such a letter as this? for
i sounds very much like the story of
the horsé-dealer, who, in showing off
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his horse, received a kick in his ribs,
and, although smarting under the.
pain, made up the best face he could,
and exclaimed, .¢ Pretty. playful grea-
ture, it is nothing but play.!”. ;.
. Lo oo

‘I proceed to assert, that I lopk upen
it as an encouragement to have pro-
duced any sort of sensation amopg 2
lively people like the. Persians,. by
which they may be led to reflect upon
themselves as a nation. Touch but
their vanity, and you attack their
most vulnerable part. Let them see
that they can be laughed at, you will
make them angry. Reflection will
sucgeed anger; and with reflection,
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who knows what changes may not be
effected?

But having producedthis effect, let
me ask whd¢ further gocd may not be
expected by placing them in strong
contrast with the nations of Chris-
tianity, and more particularly with
our owh blessed country? ‘‘Amd it is
this which has been attempted in the
following pages! In talent and na-
tural capacity, the Persians are equal
to any nation in the world. In good
feeling and honesty, and in the higher
qualities of man, they would be equally
so, were their education and their go-
vernment favourable to their growth.
What is wanted, then, but some strong.
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incentive to reflection? And ‘if
an insignificant work as the ome in

question can have produced the feel-

ings with which the foregoing letter -
has been written, what might not

the labours of some of the hfgh and

mighty in genius and ability pro-

duce, if applied to the same purpose?

A change in the edifice may be made,

that is certain; the only question is,

on what side of it shall we begin to

knock down?

Adopting his style of language, I
answered my friend’s letter*; and
forthwith determined to proceed in

* The following letter can be looked upon
as of no eonsequence, excepting, perhaps, to

!
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uniavelling the manuscript of which
Hajji Baba had made me master. I

illustrate the sort of answer which is likely
to have weight with a Persian.

¢ London, 10¢th Sept. 1826,
¢ My dear Friend,—I have received your
letter, and I pray that your skadow may never be
less. '
¢ As for Hajji Baba, what for you mot read
that book before you write me such letter, sir?
Sheikh Abdul Russool great fool; he eats dirt,
and knows no better; but -you, Mashallak! you
very clever man, sir, now, vizier, how yox not
read before you write? You say Hajji Baba all
lies. To be sure all liecs, Thousand and One
Nights all lies. AW Persian story-books lies;
but nobady angry about them. Then why for you
angry with me? You say Persian people very
VOL. I. ' b
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cessary ‘to say that the- work might
have heen extanded ‘through ' many
volmmesd; 80 rich -and' various> i the
subgeet; -but I felt ‘that hines would
be better than-more elaborate descrip-
tions; and as

The slightestsketch, if justly truded,
- Is by ill-colonring the more defaved ;

so I thought if I dwelt too much upon
subjects which were obvious in them-
selves, my book would be thrown asidg;
and I should be preparing for mysélf
that greatest of all calamities, - V%
being voted a bere. ©oan

TR
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That you may net think me so, and
that the. protecting shadow of your
countensnce may not be withdrawn
from me, is the earnest prayer of your
humble servant,

THE AUTHOR.

London,
19tk April, 1828.
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. ADVENTURES
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HAJJI BABA.

CHAPTER 1.

Hajji Baba, now a man of cmequence,”mgjoy: his
dignity.—He is ordered to collect presents, pre-
_paratory to ar embassy to England from the

Shah of Persia.

WHEN I entered Ispahan as the shah’s
deputy, so much wind had inflated my
brain, and my nose was carried so high,
that I looked upon my townsmen, the Is-
pahanis, in no better light than stones in
the highway. Most luckily my mother
and her husband, the aakhon, had quit-
ted the city, and taken up their abode in

//vor.. I. B
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a mountain village, the aakhon’s birth-
place, some fifteen parasangs distant, and
therefore they did not obstruct my gran-
deur. Asfor old Ali Mohamed, the door-.
keeper of the caravanserai, whose presence
would probably have interfered with my
vanity, he had hastened to follow my poor
father to the grave, and the inexorable
Azraél * had long since separated his soul
from his body. I almost instinctively -
avoided the approaches to our shaving
shop, that 'scene of my early days and
subsequent adventures, and indeed took
but little pleasure out of the house, where,
however, I took care to enjoy as many of
the privileges attendant upon my new dig-
nity as I possibly could. I ceded the seat
of honour to no one but the governor of
the city himself, and even with him I
never failed to go through all the restive-
ness of a man of consequence, who, in

* Azraél is the angel of death, according to the
Mahomedan faith, who, at the death of a true be-
liever, separates the soul from the body.
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forcing another to the seat of honour, shows
that he does not thereby relinquish some
pretensions to it himself. Toany one who
was ignorant of my origin, my knowledge
of ceremony and forms of speech must
have appeared quite natural, so perfectly
at home did I find myself in my new cha-
racter.

_ Fhe business with which I was intrusted
was one of no small importance, inasmuch
as [ was commanded, by virtue of a special
firman, to levy upon the cities of Ispahan,
Shiraz, and their dependencies, almost
the whole of the presents intended to
be sent to the king of England by the
projected embassy. ¢ By my head, friend
Hajji,” would I occasionally say to myself,
‘ thou art born under a fortunate star!
Here are the beards of the inhabitants of
_two of the largest cities of Persia and their
provinces placed in thy hand, that thou
mayst plack them at thy pleasure.” But
then, recollecting some of the wholesome
lessons- which my past life of adventure

B2



4 THE ADVENTURES OF [ CHAP. L

and’ vicissitude had taught me, I detér-
mined to make the head of prudence guide
the hand of moderation, and for ofice to
show the Ispahanis that conscience is'a
thing known in the heart 'of at least obe
of their fellow-citizens. = "

The firman was accomptinied by a ctfle
of illstructions, both of which, during the
journey from Tehran, were the objécts of
my frequent meditation, more partxculéﬂy
because they contained one certainl little
word, upon which my mind constantly
dwelt, and which raised my vanity to a
‘most unruly height. I was styled ali-
ja'h:'thé, high in station, or the exalted
"Hajji Baba. If any of my readers know
whéit wé Persians are, they will readily
ascertain the reasons of my exultation ; but
those who da not must be told, that if
there is one point of ambition among us
greater. than amother, it is that of being
called aldjah. Here, ‘then, my rank. in
life was settled. I bade adieu, as 1 hoped,
for ever to the mortification of being called
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pothing byt an. alishoon *, which was, the
gase as long as I had been an executioner’s
officer,  mollah, apd a merchant; and
‘my imagination could scarcely-contain the
images of splendour and prosperity with
which I was pleased to fill it. “ Let those
Jpoor devils, the alishoons, now,” said I,
“hide their,fages under the armpit of hu-
,mility! I, .who am an alijgh, may hold
.up my head, and look at the sun with im-
punity.” And I did npt restrict my feel-
.ings within the bounds of mere words;; for
‘those.who know me are, I am sure, aware
that none ever supported his dignity better
than I did. I did not hesitatg to, < thou’
apd ‘ thee’ those whom I had looked ugon
as my equals, and to drawl out my de-

* Although alijah and alishoon are words nearly
of the same import, viz. exalted, eminent, high in
station; &e. ; still custom has produced a strong
digtinotion in favour of the former. ~ftis a title he-
stowed on shose of undoubtéd rank, whilst the latter .

risuged In addressing persons in the middling classes
+, of society. :
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maugh-et-chlk, ¢ Is thy. brain in a state of
sanity ” with the superior tone of one who
takes another under his protection. How
delighted did I feel when I could say to a
visitor, ¢ Sit,” instead of ‘ Be pleased .to
command,’ the form of speech to which my
lips had hitherto been .accustomed! and
it was perfect music to my ears to hear
myself addressed by the inflating epithets
of ‘lord and master;’ I, who through
life had never been favoured with any ca-
resses from the hand of fortune, without'
having very soon after received some cor-
responding buffet.

+ The instructions from the shah were to
the following effect :—* That the high in
station, Hajji Baba, was to use his hest
endeavours, with that wisdom for which
he is famous, to procure several heads* of
slaves of different denominations, worthy
of being presented to the king of the

* Horses, asses, mules, black cattle, sheep, and
slaves are sold by the ras, or head, in Persia.
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Franks*; that they should be skilled in
various arts; and that one at least, of
choice deformity, should be all ready pre-
peared to act as a guardian in the infidel
seraglio.

‘ That, in consideration of that holy in-
Junction of the blessed Mahomed (upon
whom be blessings and peace!) who or-
duineth to give to those who have not, and
to ‘be merciful to those who are in need, the
said Hajji Baba is ordered to procure divers
horses, Arabian, Turcoman, and others,
which, on being presented to the shah of
the Franks, may draw forth the admiration
of his infidel subjects, and at the same
time do credit to the king of kings in a
foreign land; and that, moreover, by way
of a mark of special favour and friendship
to the said Franks, a mare, if to be pro-

* The Persians have but recently learned to dis-
criminate one king of Europe from another; and
king of the Franks' even now is, perhaps, used as
commonly by them to denote our sovei-eign as ¢ king
of England.’
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cured, may he added, and thus perpetuate
the hlessing of . giving a race of horges it
thase -who now, anly. possess jades, and
promoting those who hitherto have, gro-
velled in the mud to _be carried op high
with their.beads in the fifth heaven, ..

‘ That, g8 it behoyeth the dignity of the
king of kings. o, clothe those whom be
loveth in dresaes.of honour. and high can-
sideration,. the..said. Hajji Baba is com-.
manded to select and gain possession of
certain stones of brogades, gilks, and velvets
from the royel manufactories of Ispahan,
Yezd, and Kashan, as well as to procure
the shawls .of Cashmire, woven in the
looms of industry. by the hand of science,
suited to the wants, tastes, and fancies of
the followers of the blessed Isau, in arder
that the shah of England may make clothes
thereof suited to his own taste and pleasure;
and that the love of the shah to the whole
Frank nation, female as well as male, may
be manifgst, the sgid Hajji is ordered
to employ tailgrs, and men cunning in
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tHe“fishioning of’ clothes, to mike two
full suits of dress for the queen of the
Franks; ‘sfmilar to those wofn by the Bancu
of the réyal harem, duly adormed with
predlouy stones, before and behind, above
and bel6w, atid to add thereto a store of col-
lyridfn for the eyes, khenndh for ktaming
the Hands #nd feet, jewels'for the noke,
addjewets i{br thie ear, pins for the shiit; a
26 for the waist, a'nd nngs for ﬂngers as
well 4§ tbés. '

' #"Phat, the pearl” beinig’ the omament
pel:uhar 1o royalty; the said Hajji Baba is
énjdined to seek for and possess such péals,
or strings of pearl, as inay form siitable
presents to the King of thé Pranks - and'if
in the royal fishéry at Balirein lany strigle
péar? of consequerice has beeni ldtely' dls-
éovered, he'is ordered to give ‘due intima-
tidn’of the same. * "7 ! e
" *And he is further commandéd to'maRe
éollections of turquoises of the finest dolour
of tHé '51d mine, in order that; béirig Worn
dhd M about'thie ‘rugust -persoti of ‘the

? 5
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sovereign of England, he and his family
may be effectually protected from glances
of the evil eye, or from looks foreboding
misfortune.’

To these were added several other arti-
cles for which Persia is famous, such as
armour, swords, specimens of fine writing,
.inkstands, paintihgs, and talismans pos-
sessing various virtues. And, in fine,
I was invested with almost full powers
to attain for the use of the shah every
thing that might be worthy of being pre-
sented to a crowned head.
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CHAPTER II.

He describes the mode of levying the presents,.and
selects slaves for the use of the king of England.

WnueN I exhibited my instructions to
the governor, he was struck dumb with
astonishment, and, as the phrase goes, his
head went round and round. He was the
son of the lord high treasurer, and, in his
own estimation, a personage of great con-
sequence, and was therefore extremely sur-
prised to find that one of my hitherto
insignificancy should have been intrusted
with a business of so much importance,
and placed as it were over him, and out of
the reach of his control. But he knew
that the grand vizier was no friend to his
father, and therefore he felt, however hu-
miliating my presence at Ispahan might be
to him, still he was bound in policy to be
civil to the servant of that great dignitary ;
for such I took particularcare to call myself.
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- * Where arp we 6 find ail thése things,
in the hame'of Allah 7’ sadd the governar.
“The king's raydtsiere.poor, and. the az-
ticles.-het¢ enumerated.are! omly. to -be
found  anvéng the -wealthy. -+ Oug wita-ase
«diminjshed: dt: the thouglit.h..\' .1 ;.
1 .ansvesed,i* As far 'as.my . interferenie
igoes, I aan.less than, dust pbusdere.is the
kitig’s. firsean, and you- well know, O. ge-
vernor! thatif these things do not-exist.on
she; face: ofs che rearth,. /abone,wondd pro-
-duge them; latithdmi bebasied, one hun-
dradigez.detp. .. Al despetioshak prddnces
1gtohngensinadies.’ . o ocpe 10t
6 1f j¥dsthat is' veryitrye/ said b, -as he
-opat . kishHeye ) ovan i the :tustmctions ;. < but
Ispahan i mot1Nubia, thdt slavea may -be
pocuted iat arsnoment’s abtice;. non s it
Nepd %, mor! Gehlpp, that hovses are. to.be
had wheiicalled for ; noc are ¢he pearl banks
tef,Bahteiw olose at hand,no more thanthe
14! N5, Whe provines i Ardbla Whetick' ébmé'the
it belebimteAHOPE. - Gurkin, it bf Uttty
ditagsy the [T urtotinnts, fumons dor ikx heysod. - -
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wmels of Khdrassam for terquoisesu /Silks
andovelyets: wespossessy and ‘such a8 we
have;linthe memeof the: Prophet, take ;
sdndtailtws, by the blessing of Ali, to-make
shem: upy'we have in abundence; and
upon my head ibe it:to-fulfil that part-of
stueordevs of the: Centre of the Univetse ;
Sbintziamoforvthe iredt, our hands are .out
shoft, and: we nrust putlonrtmt in _Rre-
widebeest.n » - . v o
o] hidseen enough:of pyy countrymen,'to
knowwhednoethese difficultids arcaes therb-
-foxebDgniesly whispered‘into the goveinor’s
ear, that I was not one of those who dkept
‘thednside of my palm in darkness,but was
twilling: t0: share with: him such advantages
as fate might throw in.odrway. 15 -1
n <Thissaid, I found thatthings tockwaew
+turn ;- difficndtibs disappeared 3 and \witat
-Befotd vegs 1ot tobe :found,. nllat bnoe
‘bécandd -plemtiful. - Slaves-now:throriged
3}1 gpusq 5 horses of all descnptlpns were
. broughy ;.silks, velvets, shawls, and carpets
werezpiled: up in.the comers of.my.apant-
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ments; and merchants from Hind, Bagdad,
and Khorassan came in bodies to exhibit
their merchandise.

Considering that I was a party concerned
in the embassy now in contemplation, and
that much of its credit or discredit would
accrue to me from the nature of the pre-
sents by which it would be acoompanied,
I became very anxious to make a-selection
of slaves, whose good qualities being both
agreeable and useful to the shah of Eng-
land, might cement the good understand-
ing between our respective states. Many
of both sexes were brought to me, who
had been taken from the harems and
households of the principal men and mer-
chants of Ispahan; but few met with my
approbation, because few were accom-
plished in the arts which I conceived would
be prized among the Franks. I at length
fixed upon one, 2 woman of Ethiopia, who
had acquired the peculiar habit of living
almost without sleep; and when she did
sleep, it was with her eyesopen; so,if placed
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at night at thedoor of the shah of England’s
chamber, she would keep watch better than
the fiercest lion. She was also warranted
not to snore ; a quality in 2 watching slave
no doubt as much esteemed among the
Franks as it is in Persia. I pitched upon
a second who was celebrated for boiling
rice well, and for her skill in composing
provocatives ; so that whoever eat of her
handywork might be said to live twice as
long as any otherperson ; and this I thought
was the highest compliment that could be
paid 'to a crowned head, who ought, m jus.
tice and consistency, to live twiceas long as
other mortals. To these, as a specimen of
the bodily strength of our Eastern subjects;
I added a pehlivan, or prize-fighter, a negro
whose teeth werefiled into saws, of a temper
as ferocious as his:aspect, who could throw
any man of his weight to the greund,
carry a jackass, devour a sheep whole;
eat fire, and make a fountain of his inside,
80 as to act as a spout.

These I was lucky enough to secure;
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but .the.. attainment. af. that jewel in.oug-
eyes, an ackomplished guardian over, the,
hopgur.af. the weaker, sex, . was.not of guch
easy agquisition, FEew harems at Ispahsn. -
are of sufficient comsequemce to he super-.
intendpd hy puch persons,.for they-are the .
appendagay af. pringely. state, and of those .
upon whom the riches of the. world have.
been . plentifully.showered,, My, inguirigs
wete-extepded to, Shiraz,.where the prince
goverperof $hat.place,. celehrated for the
magnificence of his hagem, maintgined
seyveral ; but who could dare. to insist upon
his relinguishing one, merely for the conve-,
nignce of infidels? I despaired of hearing.
of ,apy,thing whigh might suit my views, :
when my emissary in, the city assuxed me :
that he had: abtained intelligence. ,of one-
whosehideons aspect.was.all that I could
desirg,.and whese price was heyond ruy...
biea and, diamonds. ... He, was reposted. ta.
be the. mast yindigtive, spiteful, and jmex:
orable of . his species, . as,, watehful. ag-.a .
]ynx: and as wary as,.a Jmkﬂ‘ lecu.tllm" '
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gdin posséssion of him would fequire $6me
art, since he was the property of the head
of the law of Ispahan, an 6ld, decrepit,
and jealous man, whose numercus wives,
it was-said, made him eat more abomina-
tioti in the course of a'day than did all
the ‘réverses common to mortals in the
, course of a year. :
I'very soon found that my applications
to obtain him were useless, for I had to
treat with a man of considerable influence;
and as I knew that it was the wish of the:
shah to keep well with the interpreters of
the law, I did not press so immediate a
compliance to-the orders contained in my-
firman as I might have done. However,
I thought it right to despatch a courier to
the grand vizier with the intelligence, re-
questing that a special command might be
sent to give up this prize into my hands,
and to have it strongly stated, that none-
but the person in question was fitted to
fill thé high post of guardian over the wittes”"
" of'thé'shah of England. 2t
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This instrument soon produced its effect.
The head of ‘the law, with despair‘in his
heart, heightened by jealousy, at length
submitted to part with his treasure, and
Mdrwars, or the Pearl, for that was his
name, was delivered over into my custody.
For the information of the curious, I must
take the liberty of describing a specimen of
such rare and precious deformity. In the
first place, he had a head of enormous size,
Placed upon a thin shrivelled neck, that
seemed by much too slender a pedestal for
its support. The fade was composed of a
succession of wrinkles, which festooned
over his features in folds of loose skin. The
eyes, large, watery,and bloodshot, possessed
the heavy dulness peculiar to the snake.
The nose was merely an indication of that
feature; but the mouth was that upon
which the value of the deformity princi-
pally rested, for it was more a rent than
an opening, the lower lip falling prone
upon the chin, showing an inside of flesh
seemingly on the brink of mortification. In
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short, Mrwari was perfection. His véice
was more like a croak than any other
sound; and, altogether, when his features
were set into motion, and when, at the
same time, he exerted his lungs, it is posi-
tive that no woman, be she demon or angel,
could ever for one moment dare to oppose
him.,

My assortment of slaves being complete,
I soon collected the remainder of the pre-
sents, and then made my preparations for
returning to Tehran. The governor and
I had succeeded much beyond our most
anxious expectations, for the surplus which
we had managed to secure to ourselves was
very handsome, all things considered ; and I
found the grand vizier’s words verified ; for,
as the reader may recollect, he had fore-
warned me that this part of my commission
could not fail of being beneficial to my in-
terests. I determined to hoard this piece of
good fortune as a provision against future
want,and instead of laying it out in vanities,
and in preparations for a journey to the
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infidels, to bury it many gez deep, well
secured in sealed bags, in some safe and
secluded spot.. ; Nonq bnt mygself should be
acquainted with my secret; and then, come
what might, the day of 'neecssity might
overtake me, but it would find Hajﬁ B‘aba
provnded agamst its severity.
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CHAPTER II! -

I T

1The motions q‘ Persians aud Eugluhm,vpon :Iazm
are’ found & be at varignce,—Hgjji Baba de-
scribes an interview with the English Elchi.

oy
e gy

I rEacHED the capital in safety with
the presents; my female slaves packed in
baskets, my males on horse or mule-back;
my carpets, shawls, and silks made up into
bales impervious to rain; and my precious
stones, &c. well secured in my own trunks.
I made my way at once to the vizier’s
house, where I landed the caravan; and
having gained an immediate admittance to
his presence, made myself welcome by a
valuable present, which I freely assured
him was all that our destinies had placed
at my disposal, although certain myste-
rious sacks at the bottom of my yakdan, 1
knew, were laughing at his beard. I then
gave him a long and faithful account of my
proceedings.
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He very scrupulously ascertained the
amount of my offering before he paid atten-
tion to other matters; and at length, having
cheered me by the smile of satisfaction, and
the corresponding compliment of *Hajji,
your place has been empty,” he then pro-
ceeded to inform me that the eminent and

- exalted Mirza Firouz, the intended am-
" bassador, had not been idle during my ab-
sence, for he had been fully taken up in fur-
nishing owt his own state and retinue, and
that all now to be done, previous to his de-
parture, was to communicate with the En-
ghish elchi upon the letters to be addressed
to the king of the Franks and his court, and
also to exhibit before him the different arti-
cles which had been selected for presents
to his sovereign. No embassy, in modern
times, had been sent from Persia to the in-
fidels, and therefore we were anxious to
produce as good an impression as possible
upon their minds of the wealth, power, and

ingenuity of our country.
The English elchi wasinvited by thegrand
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vizier to visit him one morning, and Mirza
Firouz was also ordered to be in attendance,
when the whole.of the presents should be
displayed. No hint had yet been given of
what they were to consist, and, excepting
what he might have gathered from com-
mon report, he was supposed to be ignoe-
rant of that which he was about tosee. He
came, and was received in the dewankhoneh,
or hall of audience; a ceremony seldom
adopted by the grand vizier, who was an
old man little given to show, but who
thought it necessary on such an occasion
to make a sort of official display. The
curtain was drawn up and extended in
front of the room, the fountain in the
marble basin was made to spout forth its
water, and bowls of fruit, cooled with ice,
were spread upon the floor.

When the ambassador and his suite had
taken their seats, and when they had been
properly welcomed by the vizier, I, who
stood at the farthest end of the apartment,
was ordered, first to present to the ambas-
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sador a hst of the mtended presents, and
then to exhibit each article in rotation.

. The slaves and Mfirwari, who were iz
attendance, were made to stand forward
and range themselves in a row on the border
of thebasin. Assoon astheelchi had looked
at the list, he stopped at the first article, and
exclaimed,‘ Howis this? Slaves!-—Thiscan-
not be—we allow of no slaves in England.’

‘ What words are these?’ said the vizier
calmly; ‘you have no slaves? Then how
do you manage? who serves you?

‘ We are all free in eur country,” said
the ambassador, ¢ and whoever comes there
is free also.’

¢ But, surely,’ said the vizier, ¢ your shah
must have slaves. A king without slaves!
Why, you might as well have a body with-
out hands and feet. 'Who cooks for him?
who attends him in the bath? who wau:hes
over him when he sleeps 7’

‘ No,” answered he, ‘our king has no
more right to a slave than any one of his
subjects. What you do by purchase we
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doby hire; ahd, whatis more, we net-ohly
'do not sltew of slavery in our own possess
sions, but our king-is using-his best in-
fluenvets put it down i citer states also.’-

* indeed " said the vizier; opening allhis
eyes #nd-looking much’ asténished, * you
surely canhot be-so orwel? What woald
béeome of the pbor slaves if they were
free?.- Nething can be happier than- the
lot-of olrs; -but if they were abandoned
to:their fate, they would starve and die. .
They are our children, and form a pnrt of
our family.’

‘ But you have it in your ‘power to
destroy them.’ S

¢ Destroy them !’ exclaimed the’ viuier.

‘ Who is fool enough to set fire to his'own

hoase ? Who would wﬂlingty lose tHe
price of his slave ?’

¢ At all events,’ answered the ambde-
sador, ¢ you can beat them at-your pleasure,
and no one can ¢all you to ¢n'account for
so domg :

* And what van hinder my beatmg any

VOL. I. c
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other servant, be he'slave or not?’ said the
vizer. ‘ All ranks here partake of the stick,
exoepting the shah, (whom Allah in his
mesey preserve!) from me, who am the
vizier, to the court scullion ;. hnd -were it nat
for that, who could exist among such a set
of madmen as we Persians are?’ :

¢ But,’ said I, in great humlhty, if the
ambassador did but know-the qualifications
of these slaves, I am sure he would not
resist their proceeding to Esigland. - Under
the protection of the. one, the shah of
England might sleep as securely ‘ from
treachery as if he were watched bya liong
and eating of the food prepared by ohe
other, he would never die.

‘ Qur manners are different to yours,’
answered the ambassador with great pos
liteness. ¢ Our shah, Heaven bless his
majesty! sleeps, like his subjects, in peace,
—he wants no one to watch him,—he eats
his food without the fear of poison, and
puts as much trust in his cook as in his
grand vizier.’
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¢ {Then,” said' I, “ here is the famous
péhlivan,; ' He is a complete Asfandiyar®;
o body.of /bragy; and kands of iron; yeu
won’t.surely refuse:him 7' Suehw man is
needesany-th the stute of .every shah, and
her¢ 15-one-who hasno eqfual with propet
treatment he will fight any thmg shat. uay
be ‘opposed' to bim.” -

- #i¥ien) by the Graee of Allah !’ exolmmed
the fitst mindster, © whatever is of-Rrank
eorigin, he wounld soon anaihilate it.” He is
&n amimal:to keep in 4 stable.’: L

¢ We: have our pehlivans t00,” eaid -the
ambassadob; ¢ 'but if they were to be de-
prived of theiri liberty, would lose their
strength. No, we:cannot admit of slaves,
and therefore { cannot agree to receive even
this one as a present to our shah.’

« ¢ Oh this is - most wonderful I’ did we all
exclaim, Bvery Pemsian looked astonfished;

. A;if;andiyar, the son of Kisllltaap;uin‘l’ersian
history. He was called ¢ Brazen-body’ on acconnt

of his great strength, and is esteemed one of ' the
Persian heroes.

c2
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and Mirza Firouz seemed vexed at being
deprived of the advantage of making pre-
sents; which, in our eyes, were expected to
ensure the success of the embassy.

¢ Well, but you won’t refuse this,” said
the vizier, pointing to Mfirwari,—* this,
who is without a price,—who has not his
equal,—which even our king, the Asylum
of the World, cannot boast of possessing.’

¢ Our king is in no want of such an
‘officer,” said the ambassador; ¢ we do not
even know what the office means, much
less what is its use.’ '

‘ No? said the:vizier; ¢ but your
king has his wives, in the name of the
blessed Mahomed ! and, therefore, he
must have guardians to superintend them.
No women can exist without guardians’
(looking round him at the same time to
gather the approbation of the bystanders),
‘no more than an orchard can be safe
without its walls.’

‘What words are these?’ was echoed by
every one present, this being a matter of
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such common acceptance as not to be
<doubted, until they were stopped by the
-English ambassador saying,

¢ Our king has only one wife, and the
-whole of his government are guardians
over her good conduct; they are his
Mfrwaris.’ . ,
¢ Uponthisspeechall the Persianslaughed,
and cried out, ‘ La sllahah illaliak! there
18 but one God "

‘ How,’ said the vizier,  only one wife ?
Then what is- the use of his being king ?
Suppose he gets tired of her, what then ?’
. * How can I explain,’ said the elchi,
¢ that which to you must be so difficult of
comprehension? Women have frequently
been our sovereigns. The meaning which
we apply to the wife of your shah, and to
an English queen, are totally different.’

. “Itis plain,’said the vizier, after weighing
the subject in his mind, ¢ that there is great
difference between our customs and yours.
Women here are counted as nothing. We
put no trustin them. We look upon them
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as entirely devoted to the use of man; and
you might as well expect thk tiger:to do
homagé t5 the lamb, a8 to see:a Persian
‘subttiit to''bé ruled By & woman.'' No,mo,
the kiz28lbash only submits to €hi¢ brdve<
e who wields the wharpest sword. - Fhe
sword ! the sword? exclaimed the grand
vizier, making & hotrzontal motion with His
hand at thesame time;*’tis the sword which
governs us; there is nothing like a good
ualfaker®* .- - !

 But, in the name of the Prophet, tell
me,” said Mirza'Firouz to the ambassador,
‘your shah must have more women belong-
ing to ‘his household than this one wife?
He ‘must have his dancing and singing
women,—the keeper ‘of his clothes,—
his story-tellers, to set him to sleep,—his
watchiers at the door,—his private cooks,—
besides, the chief wife, the Banou of the

* Zualfaker was the famous sword of the Prophet
Mahomed, which he alleged to have received from
the angel Gabriel, and presented to his son-in-law,
AN,
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harem—she must be waited upon; and if
sbe has children, they must be served by
women ;, and all. these women together
require the control and;superintendence of
such persons 3s Mfrwari. You cannot
4mske us,believe that the women of.your
«country are so different from ours, that
Ahey. are left without proper spies and
guardians over, them.” .

.¢ However extraordinary it may appear
to you,” answered the ambassador, ‘ such is
really the case. QOur women are under no
control, and are just as free as our men.
Our king, respected and loved as he is,
could no more attempt to keep his wife and
her attendants in the state of subjection
and confinement in which they are kept in
Persia, than -he could, without a trial, cut
off their heads. The laws would not allow
it. And as for placing spies and jailors
over them, that would be totally impossible.
In the first place, where could he get them?’

* Get them ?” exclaimed the vizier; ‘ make
them, to be sure, in the same manner that
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they are made here. A vizier who mis-
behaves,—a refractory khan,—a thieving
- mastofi, or secretary,—in short, any thing
will make a Mirwari; and a very good
situation they get of it, let me tell you.
Then all one’s prisoners of war are tuned
to such good account in this manner.’

The ambassador appeared horror-struck
at this speech, and still persisted in refusing
Miirwari to proceed to England as a pre-
sent to his sovereign. But he assured us
at the same time, that when the anxiety
of the king of kings for the safety.of
the honour of the British harems was
known, he made no doubt that such good
intentions would be received with suitable
expressions of gratitude.

But having refused the slaves, he made
up for any unpleasant feelings which he
might have caused in our minds ¥, by the
rapture which he expressed at the sight of

* The refusal of a present in Persia is always
esteemed an affront, and between crowned heads is
a signal of warlike intentions. .
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the horses which were intended to be sent.
He was, luckily for us, no great judge of
them; and, therefore, the animal which a
Persian would most likely have rejected, he
accepted with joy. What they wanted in
excellence we, however, made up in fine
sounding titles. One covered with marks,
foreboding . ill luck, was called Khoda-
baksh, or the Godsend. Another, white
with age, was the Pearl. A third, who
-would never permit its ears to be touched,
was known by the sportive name of Ser-
mest, or Drunkard. Besides which there
was a Hawk, a Hero, and a Bosom-friend,
all names descriptive of the qualities of the
animal. It had been in contemplation to
add an elephant to the horses, seeing that
its daily consumption of food was very in-
convenient to.the shah’s treasury; but the
ambassador having remarked that it would
be difficult to transport it on shipboard,
that part of the plan was omitted.

To the other presents the ambassador
gave his ready approbation. . In the same

cb
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manner as we ‘had named the horses, so
we dealt with certain swords and pieces of
armour. One sword 'was called Timoor’s
whip, and another was said to be the very
scimitar with which Nadir Shah made his
entrance itito Delhi. - A'handsome cofslet,
" helmét, dnd ‘cuishes of steel inlaid with
- gold, were presented as having belofiged
to the famous Shah Tsmael; whilst a shirt,
inscribed &l over with choice sentences of
the Koran, and which had been worn by
the shah’s uncle, the great Aga Mohamed,
“during ' all' his wars, was sent as a special
mark of the friendship of the shah to the
person of his brother of England, with a
pressing request that he would wear it next
to his skin whenever he went to battle, for
that it was a sure talisman against any
danger in or out of the field.

To the shawls, the magnificent quilts,
the Herat carpets, the silks, the velvets,
the brocades, the ambassador made no
objection; and he also accepted, without
hesitation, of the pearls, the turquoises,
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the rubies, and the emeralds. The con-
templation of the dress intended for- the

.queen seemed to afford him some amuse-

ment. When it was spread out, the jacket

_opened to display the embroidery, the shirt

with its ingrafted precious stones, and the
trowsers so well padded and overlaid with

“ecloth of gold as to stand by themselves in

the middle of the room, he laughed out-
right, and although he assured us that his
queen would find it inconvenient to put
on these articles, since the Frank women
dressed differently to ours, still with great
good will he agreed to number this among

. the presents.

The conference being thus terminated,
the ambassador returned to his house,
leaving us to express our astonishment at
the strange things we had heard concerning
the extraordinary countries which we were
about to visit.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Of the manner of conducting a royal correspondence
in Persia.—A genuine letter from the king of
Persia’s chief wife to the queen of England.
THE next most important matter to

settle was the letters to be addressed to

the king of England and his ministers, in
answer to those brought by his ambassador.

This was a subject of much consideration,

for it was a long time since we had ad-

dressed any one of the kings of Frangistan;
and it would be difficult, in so doing, to
ascertain how far the Asylum of the Uni-
verse might compromise his dignity. The
ambassador from the shah of England, ’tis
true, had brought several oddly shapen,
oddly written, and strangely sealed letters,
whose form and appearance were as dif-
ferent from those used in Persia, as was
the ambassador’s smooth chin to the grand
vizier’s bearded one. What the Franks
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explained to us, as intended for the seal,
but which we thought at first might have
been some precious salve, or ointment, was
that which created the greatest curiosity
amongst us. It was contained in a gilded
box, and upon it was impressed a figure of
strange import, representing a man on
horseback killing a beast. Our learned
men were called upon to offer some. ex-
planation. The nearest which they could
afford was a conjecture that it might re-
present Rustam killing the celebrated white
devil ; but this was laid aside, for what had
the Franks to do with our great hero, and
where was the white devil ever heard of
except in Mazanderan? The explanation
which the Franks themselves gave was
this, that it represented one Georgio, one
of their favourite imims, who was always
at work to keep a furious dragon from
desolating England, and attacking their
king ; and, therefore, that the representa-
tion of this great and everlasting miracle
was used as a talisman to all writings, and
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to every thing relating to royalty, by whieh
means the country was preserved in safesy.
This seal being attached by:certails silkpn
strings to the bottom of the letter;wak the
causeof muth discussion between the grand
vizier and' the ‘elchi. 'The former askepted
thatit denoted and acquieseed in inferibrity;
the latter maintained that'nossach indeht
could be implied, for: tivat: the: king: of
England’ esteemed himself- inferior 86 e
crowned head in existence; “We asserted
-our’right to place the shah’s seal at the
wery'top of the letber; ‘but ‘this the elehi
rejected -with much indignation, because
he hail ‘found out that this form was only
used ' in: Persia- towards an' inferior. We
then offered to stamyp it on one side of the
writing ; ‘this also he objected to, becausé
that might look like too much familiarity.
He then suggested that the seal'might be
placed on a separate ‘piece of ‘paper, and
inserted loose in the letter; to which we
willingly agreed, because whilst he as-
serted that it was placed where it ought
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to be, we mights on our part assert, if we
choses thit it was intended for the very
top' of thieletter. .

‘The-detter ot lmgth was cemposed and
wasrlooked npon bhs.amodel of fine writing.
The-Moomshi al Momalek, the great moon-
shiof state himself, had applied the whole
of-his gemius te-ml¢cting such flowers of
language as would -not fail to diffuse joy
when exhibited in.those dark and dank
regions of the north; and it was remarked
that-the refined allusions which :it con-
tained, were so- difficult of comprehension,
except by minds the most. acute, that no
. common mortal could ever :pretend, tho-
roughly to understand what was meant. I
cannot.charge my memory withthe con-
tents, of the whole letter, but.there was one
passage in it which was admired by all the
court as a most finished piece of eloquence,
and repeated from mouth to mouth as the
acme.of composition;.it was this:—

‘ When the flower-garden from which
the sweet-smelling flowers of this letter
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have been culled shall be refreshed and
watered by the oscillatiohs of yourmajesty’s
eyes, beaming good fortune, and when their
fragrance shall have risen in soft incense
into the inmost chambers of your under-
standing, at that auspicious moment may
you be seated on the throne of health, and
reposing under the canopy of a well:or-
ganized brain.’

Now, what common mind could .ever
suppose that this was only intended to
mean, ‘ we hope that this letter will find
“your majesty in good health?’

There still existed one difficulty, and
that was, to answer a letter which had been
written by the queen of England to her,
whom, in the ignorance of our customs,
the English called the queen of Irfn, and
which was accompanied by a present, con-
sisting of a portrait of the queen, set round
with diamonds, suspended by a chain to
be worn round the neck. Now, although
the shah’s principal wife is called the
Banou Harem, or the head of the seraglio,
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yet her situation in the state bears as
little affinity to that of queen of England
(from what we could ascertain) as, one
may say, the she buffalo kept in the en-
closure for food and milk, has to the cow fed
and worshipped by the Hindoo as his god.
Our shah may kill and create banous at
pleasure, whereas the queen of England
maintains her post till the hand of fate lays
her in the grave. However, it was neces-
sary to answer the letter; and after it had
been tried by several of the office scribes,
it was at length undertaken by the great
meonshi, who bad succeeded so well in
the former instance. As such a corre.
spondence was new in the annals of the
empire, I will herewith give a copy of this
letter, in order that the world may know
that genius and wisdom are flowers pecu<
liar to the sail of my country :—
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Letter from.the king .af Pengia's chicf wife
[ ,,,,ﬁo WW#W* fa i3

‘ With. . prayers anaexobling the chaste
mhof the Vizgin: Mary jarquitted of
false, accusations, and with salutations e
25, the. testimeny of . Isan igiven in, fawons. of
his mothar’s virtae,., we. il yrur mejosty,
ons beloved. sister, whosg court:is. resplens
Wu peradise; . the pearl.of. the. mhell.of
mhﬂrflan the lovely, Vienus iny the sky of
gueatngas . the ormemens.of Grent.Baitaing
the accomphished of the age; whose head,
we pray, ey, be engireled rwith the canepy
of splendona; sodong as the celegtinl bedion,
like the illuminating sheadelicrs i Chsis-
tian churches, give light o the &tmpst.xer
cesses of the sky; and so Jong 45 the sign
Gemini, resembling. the crudifix, is appe+
rent in the heavens.. We beg leave to
assure ‘your majesty. of our simcere.affec-
tion, and to acquaint you that.at ap.auspi-

* The sanction of theyhighest'authority has been
graciously given to thé publication of this original
letter. ’
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cious period like tive:breath of the angel
Gabriel communicaéing * grace, 'and at a
timd like the: invigorating respitation of
the Blébadd Tsau; the letter of bur beloved
ister; scemted with musk and ambergris,

redéhed! the Yoyal seraglio, perfuming otr
axsetithy with the breeth of otir beloved
sister, amd ' feastinng  our delighted senses
with the/ intoxieating “odour of: the ‘Bly.
it viriogated contents, whilst théy grati-
fied 'us with the'assurance of your mejesty’s
friendship, were an dammeést: of ‘the accom~
plishments of thee mind of our illustrious
sister.’ By the blessing of Allah, the alli-
ance between the twp states is so firm,
that the distillations-of the pen in the gar-
dern of concord, the variegated flowers of
harmony and unanimity thereof, are exult-
ing-and smiling:  From the exchange of
ambassadors' the doors of friendship are
thrown dpen on all sides. It is necessary
that the sweet-singing nightingales of the
pen of correspondence should warble some
notes in the garden of affection, and open
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the buds of our design in performing the '
pleasing duty of acknowledging, with
thanks, the receipt of the acceptable pre-
sent of our beloved sister, which we have
hung upon the neck of accomplishment.
May your house, the dwelling of kindness
and friendship, ever flourish. The duties
of friendship point out the necessity of
occasionally sprinkling drops from the
cloud of the pen, to increase the verdure
of the meadow of affection. May your
majesty’s honour and glory:be perpetual.”
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‘ CHAPTER V.

ﬂeMcaﬂnMﬁtoEngiandanqupt Baba

- have their audience of leave of the Asylum .of the
. ,anerae

« DrEsPE lotters, wnth others from the mi-
m:temof Persia to. those of England, in
which the business and interests of the.twa
states were discussed, having:been.duly
written and communicated to the English
ambassador, nothing was now left to be
dene previous to our departure, but that
Mirza Firouz should receive his audience
of leave from the king of kings.

The astrologers were consulted upon the
most fortunate hour for the beginning of
of an enterprise of such great importance
both for the individuals engaged in it and
for the state whose interests were con-
cerned, and they fixed upon the anniversary
of the death of Omar; a day sacred to joy
among the sectaries of Ali. On the day
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previous to that of departure we were
ordered to take leave of the shah, and. the
English ambassadop was glsq invited tp.he
present on the ogcasion. Ip-order.to re-
ceive every advantage from the awards of
fate, the king determined to seat himself,
“for the first time, in a saloon which had
been newly erected, an act always looked
upaen as productive of.goead fartune, and
thither we. repaired... His majesty was
seated in a comer, reposing on his pearl-
ingrafted cushion of state, and on-his carpet
ornamented with. precious stones. The
grand vizier, the lord -high treasurer, and
the secretary of state were standing before
him, when Mirza Firouz, followed by my-
self, entered the court-yard ; and after hav-
ing stood on the border of the marble basin
for some time without our shoes, Mirza
Firouz, as a mark of peculiar condescen-
sion, was ordered into the room, and took
his stand near the vizier, while I remained
fixed where I was.

The Mirza thought it necessary, and in-
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déed it'was proper etiquette on such an
dedasion, to clothe his face with looks of
great défettion; considering How soon he
was to 'bedéprived’ of ‘the 'all-ilspiring,
and'all:exhilarating presence of the great
kivg'y ‘and- whén ‘he’ atood' beforé his
fafesty with' downcast ‘éyes, with his
hands before him, and whith a humble half-
inclined eurvature of ' the body, one might
supposé that he was 'a erintinal ’brought
up for condemnation, rather than one who
was about té be clothed with' the great
dgnity of being representative of one of
the greatest savereigns of the world.

‘Whyare you thus dowticast?’ exclaimed
the shah ; * after all, do not you enjoy the
king's condescension?’

¢ Belli, belli, yes, yes, exclaimed the
three ministers all in a breath, whilst
Mirza Firouz’s looks were on the brink of
tears. ¢ Yes,’ said the vizier, ¢ the con-
descension of the king of kings once se-
cured, can any thing else-be required ?’

¢ Tis true,’ said his majesty, addressing
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himself to Mirza Firouz, ¢ you are about .
embarking in a ship, you are going on the
sea, and will live among the infidels, but
recollect that by so doing you ensure to
yourself the shah’s approbation, and then,
Inshallah! please God, when you return,
your face will be whitened to all eternity.
What can you wish for more?’

¢ Inshallah! Inshallah!” was echoed by
the three viziers, whilst Mirza Firouz

knelt down and kissed the ground.

¢ Besides,” said the shah, raising his
voice 1o a tone of gaiety, and smiling with
great benignity at the same time, ¢ besides,
reflect what wonders you are about to be-
hold. Instead of losing the faculties of
your brain, consider yourself one of the
most fortunate of men. You are going to
see the most celebrated beauties of Fran-
gistan. You will see the faces of the wives
of my brother the king of England, doubt-
less the gems of the beauties of his domi-
nions. You will see more wonders than a
Persian ever yet saw ’
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Upon this, Mirza Firouz broke the silence
of his tongue, and exclaimed, ¢ May the
condescension of the king of kings never
beless. May he live a thousand years. I
am less than dust, and am ready to cover
my head with ashes. Let me but live
to return with a white face, and I am
willing to undergo whatever miseries the
infidels may choose to inflict. Whose dog
am I, that should refuse to obey the orders
of the king of kings? I have only one

. supplication to make before I go, and
which I beg permission to place at your
majesty’s feet.’

Here he paused, waiting for the royal
answer, when, after a minute’s interval,
the shah exclaimed, ¢ Say on.’

¢ My supplication consists in this, that,
encountering the dangers, so celebrated
and well known, of the great seas, the
tempests, the rocks, and the monsters of
the deep, dangers which no Persian can
think of without shuddering, should this
least and most insignificant of your ma-
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Jesty’s slaves happen to be swallowed up,
‘he hopes that his house* may still enjoy
the protection of the king of kings; and,
moreover, that his son, now an infant, his
only child, may ever sit under the shade
of the throne. I have said my word, and
my supplications are at an end.’

‘ Yes, by the head of the shah,” answered
the king in great good humour,  yes, make
your mind easy; lay your head on the
pillow of confidence, for whatever may
happen after all I am a king; your son
shall be our son; and from this day we
appoint him one of our slaves in office ; and
when he shall attain the proper age, shall
wait upon our person, and watch over our
safety. Go, go; collect your fears into a
heap, and bid them rest.’

Upon this, Mirza Firouz again knelt,
and touched his forehead to the ground ;
whilst the viziers exclaimed, ¢ Mashallak,
Mashallah P

* When a Persian talks of his kkaneh, or house, it
is understood that he means his women.
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. The English ambassador was then in-
troduced, and with him a young infidel,
one of his swite, who was appointed to
attend the Persian embassy to England to
act as interpreter, and, when the oecasion
required, as mehmander. They were per-
mitted to be coveréd by the same roof
that sheltered the Asylum of the World,
and were invited to take post in the room.
When the accustomed bows and pro-
strations had been made, and the shah had
delivered his kkosh amedeed, ‘ You ave wel-
come,’ he said ; ¢ by the blessing of Allah,
elchi, this will be a fortunate day for the
interests of our two states. The shah has
spread his carpet'in a new place, and he
hopes that the despatch of his embassy to
England will be attended with the good
fortune which such'an act secures:’
* To this:speech the elchi bowed, and said
he fervently prayed that the friendship
which now existed between England and
Persia would last for ever.

The shah then expressed a hope that

D2



52 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. V.

the person whom he had selected as his
representative would be agreeable to the
English nation, and requested that the
elchi would make it known to his go-
vernment that he was a man enjoying the
royal confidence ; and in order to that he
added, ¢ You will be pleased to notify
officially to my brother, the king of Eng-
land, that he has been honoured with the
highest distinction which a Persian subject
can enjoy. The shah this day endows him
with one of his own robes.’

Upon this, asignal being made, a servant
brought, wrapped in a napkin, a catebi, or
furred cloak, which had frequently graced
the royal person, and it was immediately
transferred to the shoulders of Mirza Firouz,
who oncemore knelt and kissed the ground,
whilst the viziers and the elchi compli-
mented him by saying, ¢ Mobarek, may
you be fortunate.’

Theshah then addressed the king of Eng-
land’s representative, and asked him, with
great politeness, whether he was satisfied



CHAP. V.] HAJJI BABA. 53

with the presents which had been selected
for his court? to which he received a
flattering answer, and said that only one
thing was wanting to make them com-
plete, namely, a portrait of the king of
kings, in order that the people of Eng-
land might form some conception of the
beauty of his person, and of his dignity as
a sovereign.

To which the shah was pleased to make
a suitable reply, saying, that he had not
been unmindful of that part of the am-
bassador’s wishes, for that his painter-in-
chief had been ordered to preparea portrait,
not only of himself, but of the princes his
sons also, which he trusted that his brother
of England would accept as a mark of his
peculiar friendship. The painter-in-chief
was then ordered to exhibit the portrait,
which was indeed a great and immortal
effort of art. It represented the shah in
the chase, in the very act of piercing an
antelope with a spear on the fullest speed
of his horse, with the crown on his head,
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his magnificent armlets buckled to his arm,
and ‘dressed - in all the state jewels. The
painter, with inimitable ingenuity, had
contrived to introduce forty of his sons,
like so many stars in the firmament blazing
in different constellated groups; bat for
want of room he could not introduce the
rest. :

After it had been sufficiently exhibited
and admired, it was rolled up, and prepared
for the journey.

The assembly was now about being dis-
missed, when the shah stopped the English
ambassador, and sending for the court poet
said, ‘ We have still one other mark of our
friendship for the king of England to show
you. Through your hands, O elchi! the
shah received a box, on the lid . of which
your aged sovereign (for we have perceived
that his hair is white *), has caused his own
person to be painted. We have faithfully
kept this gift, and cherish it as it deserves.

* In this portrait of George IIL the hair was
powdered. ’
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As a return, we have caused this trinket to
be made.” At the same time he drew from
under his pillow a pocket looking-glass,
curiously painted and enamelled, upon the
lid of which was a miniature portrait of
himself. ¢ When my brother shall look
upon himself in this mirror,’ said the king
of kings, ¢ he will also see our portrait;
thus two sovereign heads will be reflected ;
and in order to illustrate this we have
caused .our poet to write the ode which is
inscribed on the surface of the frame.’
Upon which Asker Khan, the melek-al-
shoheroh, or the prince of poets, who had
now appeared, was ordered to read aloud
what was written on the opposite lid of the
glass; and clearing his voice, and stroking
down his beard, sang as follows :
¢ Go, envied glass, to where thy destiny calls thee;
Go, thou leavest the presence of one * Cesar to
receive that of another.

* To this day one of the titles by which the sul-
tan of the Turks is known in Persia is, Kaiser
, Rim, the Cesar of Rome.
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Still thou bearest within thee thy sovereign’s form ;

And when thou 'rt opened again by Britain’s king,

Thou ’It reflect not one Cesar, but two Cesars ;

Not one brother, but two brothers;

Not one Jemsheed, but two Jemsheeds; .

Not one Darab, but two Darabs:

And as the two Cesars thus become one,

So will the English and Persian nations unite.

The friends of the one will be friends of the other;

And the enemies of either shall be enemies to both.

Go, envied glass, to where thy destiny calls thee ;

Go, leave the presence of thy sovereign fo receive
that of his brether.’

All the assembly seemed struck by the
beauty of the poetry, and the ingenuity
which gave rise to it. The English elchi
assured the shah that it would be received
with the greatest satisfaction by his own
sovereign, who would not fail to look into
the mirror at least once every day; whilst
the viziers and Mirza Firouz did not cease
to extol the wisdom of their royal master for
having contrived so infallible a mode of
uniting the two nations in friendship, and
of bringing their respective sovereigns so
near to each other.
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During all this time I had stood on the
brink of the basin, and the shah had not
deigned to notice me. But when he dis-
missed Mirza Firouz from his presence,
and when I was pointed out to him as one
who was to accompany his ambassador to
England, he exclaimed in a loud voice,
whilst I kissed the ground, ¢ Go, do good
service; labour hard to make the shah’s
face white in a foreign land. Open your
understanding and learn things useful.
The shah expects you to understand all the
languages of the Franks at your return, in
arder that you may be able to translate all
their books, and let us know under what
star the infidels of those unknown regions
draw the breath of life. Go, and having
done this, the condescending looks of the
king of kings await thee.’

I had scarcely strength to stammer out,
¢ Be cheshm, upon my eyes be it,’ so over-
_ powered was I by the shah’s kindness and
affability; and as soon as Mirza Firouz
had reached me, and we had gathered up

b
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our slippers again, we retreated whence we
came, and went our way to make prepara-
tions for immediate departure.

But however exalted I might have felt
by the magic' of the shah’s words, still I
clung in preference to realities; and, there-
fore, at the close of day slipt out into the
skirts of the town, and in the burying
ground, near to the tomb of the unfortunate

" Zenab, I buried one heavy sack full of
tomans. At least, said I to myself, there
shall be one spot in the world towards which
my thoughts may turn with interest and
affection !
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CHAPTER VI.

The Persian embassy leaves Tehran.—The am-
bassador makes a soliloquy; and Hajji Baba
shows how well ke can make himself agreeable.

THE embassy to England was composed
of the following persons :—
Mirza Firouz, . ambassador.
Mirza Hajji Baba, secretary.
the master of the cere-

Mohamed Beg, .
monies.
Ismael Beg, . nazir, or steward.
* Aga Beg, . . master of the horse.
Hashem, . § peish khedmet, or foot-
¢ man.
Abbas Beg, . ¢ jelowdars, or head
Hossein Beg, grooms.
. ferash, or carpet
Taki, spreader.
Sadek, . . . running footman.

Ferideon, . . barber.
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Hassan, . . . cook.
Mahboob, . . { black slave, the trea-
surer.
Seid, ¢ ditto, valet de cham-
U bre.

Besides many mehters, or stable boys.

The young infidel before alluded to, who ,
had accompanied the English ambassador
to Persia, and who knew but just enough of
our language to misunderstand all that we
said, was to proceed in the train of Mirza
Firouz, and when we had reached his own
territory was to act as interpreter; for he
calculated that during the journey he would
be so much under the necessity of learning
Persian, that before we reached England
we should be able perfectly to understand
each other.

On the evening before the festival of the
death of Omar the tents of the embassy
were pitched at one parasang from the
city ; and on the morning of that day, when
every good shiah was devoutly heaping
curses upon that long deceased usurper,
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precisely at the moment prescribed by the
astrologers, Mirza Firouz and suite issued
from the Casbin gate. We were followed
by our respective friends, who did not
cease to put up prayers for our prosperity ;
and the day was passed in‘frequent com-
munications with the city, in order that
every part of the baggage and equipages
might be got together, previous to ulti-
mate departure.

I, ’tis true, had but few friends to re-
gret my loss. Hitherto, I had formed no
ties in Persia; I had neither house nor
child belonging to me, and I left Tehran
with few regrets. But it was not so with
my companions. The ambassador himself
had only one wife and one child; but he
had, besides, a large establishment of
slaves, who, as report gave out, contri-
buted to his happiness. Several of his ser-
vants had wives and families; and it may
be imagined what black water * was shed,

* Ab siah, black water ; so the Persians figuratively
call tears,
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when it was known that the object of the
journey they were about te undertake was
Frangistan ; a country which, in the mind
of a Persian, scarcely exists but in imagi-
nation, where the unclean beast is eaten
without scruple, and Mahoemed the blessed
treated as an impostor. I had conversed
freely with most of my future companions,
and learned that very few of them had ever
been beyond Ispahan; so ignorant were
“they of almost every thing save their own
hills and plains. God knows by what
magic I had acquired a sort of reputation
for knowing a great deal about the manners
and customs of Europe; .and it was quite
amusing to listen to the extraordinary
questions which were made me concerning
them. One asked, * How shall we get
there? underground, or how?” Another,
‘ We hear that their only food is the un-~
lawful beast; how can a Mussulman exist
there?” A third said, ¢ At least we shall
get wine, for we are told they drink no-
thing else, and that all their water is salt.’
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The nazir avowed his intention to take
several loads of rice with him, expecting
to find none in Europe; and he seemed
very much puzzled how to convey a suf-
ficient quantity of Shiraz syrup in bottles,
to make his master’s sherbets. Thestable-
men were anxious to know whether barley
grew in the countries they were going to
visit, and whether chopped straw was
also to be had in abundance. The bar-
ber wished to ascertain what quantity of
soap he was to convey; and the cook
whether pots and pans were common to
Franks.

Having been joined by the Englishman,
who had clothed himself in our dress for
the journey, we at length departed, and
turned our horses’ heads towards the land
of infidels. I must not omit to mention
here, that, out of compliment to us, he per-
mitted his beard to grow, and thus cleared
up the question whether Franks ever could
have bheards? All those who visited our
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country looked as if they had been pre-
pared for offices in our harems; but now
that we were positive they possessed the
seeds of a beard within the soil of their
face, we were angry that they did them-
selves and their country such little justice
in our eyes.

Ever since my return from Ispahan I
had endeavoured to ascertain upon what
terms I stood with my new master (for
such I must call him), the Mirza Firouz.
It had been whispered to me that he was
jealous of the selection which the grand
vizier had made in appointing me to col-
lect the presents. He very probably would
have liked that commission himself, or, at
all events, he expected that he might have
superintended it, by sending one of his own
servants to execute-it. I was told, that,
dependent as I was upon the prime mi-
nister, the ambassador looked upon me in no
better light than as a spy upon his actions;
and as the grand vizier himself was his
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enemy, he naturally expected that I should
be so also. Therefore I was advised to
keep well upon my guard, to open wide
the portals of prudence, and to close the
avenues of indiscretion.

In order to do away with those im- .
pressions I endeavoured to insinuate my-
self into his good graces; I well knew
his weak points, and there made my ad-
vances. My former experience of his
character had taught me that with flat-
tery, flattery as palpable as the gold which
covers the coppered cupola of the im-
perial mosque at Tehran, I might, if I
chose, always carry his beard in my hand,
and make him walk round and round
my little finger. Accordingly, I sought
every opportunity of entering into conver-
sation with him by riding close behind
him whilst we were on the road, or stand-
ing before him when we made a halt; and
I so humbled myself by not presuming
to sit unless he bid me, that he became
much pleased with my attentions, and with
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the tone of deference and submission that
" Ihad adopted. He had always been. fa-
mous for the indiscreet use which he made
of the great powers of speech with which
he was endowed, and every one knew it
was owing to that circumstance the grand
vizier had determined to .inflict upon him
the honour of being an ambassador to
countries beyond the sun, in the hope of
being rid of him and his tongue perhaps
for ever.

We had not travelled many parasangs
ere he broke loose from .every restraint,
and gave full vent to his feelings. .Sar-
rounded by his servants, who, although
taken up with their own thoughts upon
leaving their homes, still were ready to
take part in what was passing in his,
he lanched out into the following soli-
loquy:— '

¢ I have done the needful to his father’s
grave; I will neither spare his wife mor
his sisters. May an old ass make love
to his mother! By the blessing of the
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Prophet, a hundred dogs, one after an-
other, will make a corper-stone of his beard,
and every day bring their friends to follow
their examples! Oh, thou old flint-heart!
thou whose stone never sweats*! In-
shallah! please Allah! whatever curse wes
ever conceived, or whatever misfortune
was ever known to befall, may they all
alight on thy head at once!” Then turning
round to me, he exclaimed, ¢ Hajji! by my
soul, and by your own death! you who
know the world, who have eaten the dirt
both of Turk and Turcoman, how is it
possible that you would consent to eat
that of an old niggard?” Then looking
straight forwards, and talking aloud as he
rode at the head of the party, * Well, and
now I am an elchi! and to whom? to the
Franks—to the king of the Franks! May
they and their fathers’ graves be eternally
defiled! And I am, forsooth, to leave my

* This designation is frequently applied to a
miser; as we might say, a skin-flint.
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family, my child, my country, to go wan-
dering into unknown regions, amongst
beardless infidels, all because this old ill-
begotten vizier chooses to-think that the
shah was beginning to be too mindful
of me!’

Yes,” said I,  whatever you are pleased
to say is true, and I, who am less than a
dog, agree in all your feelings. But, in
the name of your child, the shah’s business
must be done by somebody; if it be not by
you, it would be by some one else; and by
your own beard, let me ask, who is there
throughout the whole of Iran, excepting
yourself, who could undertake it?’

¢ There is no one else,” exclaimed Mo-
hammed Beg, the master of the cere-
moniés; ‘ mashallah! praise be to God!
who is there like our aga now in Persia?
Who is the master of wit, the master of
thought, like him?’

“ Yes, yes,’” echoed I, < and the owner
of accomplishments, the lord of penetra-
tion.’
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¢ A man of judgment and design,’ re-
joined the master of the ceremonies.

¢ Of good heart, good temper, and good
fortune,” answered I.

‘True, true,’ said my companion, * there
is none his equal.’

‘ Besides, mashallah ! look at his person,’
screamed I; ‘a handsome youth, with
narrow waist and broad shoulders; a good
rider, and one who has not his equal with.
the spear.’

Upon hearing this, Mirza Firouz, who
had permitted the free circulation of our
words to enter into both his ears, struck
the stirrups into his horse’s flanks, dashed’
off at a bound, and making a deviation
from the road on the fullest speed of his
horse, took a long sweep, and returned
to us, apparently quite pleased with his
feat. He then suddenly stopt his horse
with all the force of his arm a few yards
from us.

¢ Praise be to God !’ was echoed through
all the band when they saw this, which was
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answered by the ambassador by calling
for a jerid, or staff, and exclaiming, ¢ 'Tis
most true; I swear by the beard of Ali,
that in point of horsemanship there is no
one like me.’ Then calling out to me,
‘ Hajji, in the name of Allah,’” said he,
¢ let us make a little play.’ Upon this I
dashed my horse onwards, and fled from
before him, in the most courtier-like style
possible, when, as he followed close upon
me, he was pleased to lanch his jerid at
my head, and inflict thereon so severe a
blow, that the stick rebounded to some
distance, and left him nothing to wish for.
This was a signal for the rest of the party
to abandon the sobriety of their steady
travelling pace, and to commence a skir-
mish all over the plain, hooting, kicking,
pulling up, advancing again, and, in short,
doing all that which men taking a ride for
mere pleasure would do.

When this exuberance of spirits had
subsided, and we-had again collected into
the train of our chief, he asked for his pipe, -



CHAP. V1.] HAJJY BABA. n

and smoked and chatted until we reached
our first stage.

Notwithstanding the blow on my head,
which had in a great measure stopped the
flow of my applause, I managed to keep
up a good countenance; and though I
rubbed the sore place, I still could laugh
at the jokes of my chief. By way of
a jeer, he frequently said, ‘ Ay, Hajji,
it is lucky that the blow was not worse.
God was merciful;” which set all those
around us upon the broad grin, and in-
creased the satisfaction which he enjoyed
" at the contemplation of his own dexterity.
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b CHAPTER Vi,

N ¢

Tlumtbwador exercises his privilege.qt Ara Rowny
- and sets, at defiance a pasha of three tails,—They

reach Constantinople. BN

WE travelled- through Persia by easy
stages, and - made a halt for a few days at’
Tabriz, to receive the commands of our
illustrious-prince royal, previously to quit-
ting the territory of Persia. Having
taken charge of his letters for his uncle,
the king. of England, as well as some
additional presents, we proceeded on our
march again, passed Erivan, ranged the
foot of Agri-dagh, or the Wild Mountain,
slept at the Armenian monastery, and
crossed, without an accident, the'rapid
and dangerous stream of the  Arpachai.
Traversing the frozen region of Armenia,
we reached Kars, where we rested two
days; and, without meeting any of the
much dreaded Cdrdish robbers on the
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mountains of Savanli, at length reposed
in Arz Roum.

"Here the ambassador was well received
by the governor of the province, a pasha
of three tails, who did his utmost to make
our stay agreeable ; but it was evident that
we entered his city at an unlucky hour,
because a circumstance, not long after our
arrival, took place which destroyed the
good understanding ‘that at first had
subsisted between the ambassador and the
pasha. .

Sadek, the running footman, as depraved
and worthless as the worst of his fraternity,
had shown dispositions to abscond even
before we reached Arz Roum, having more
than once expressed his sorrow at leaving
his own country and its pleasures. We
had not been many days arrived, when it
was announced to the ambassador that he
was nowhere to be found ; and moreover
that one of the gold pipe-heads andahorse’s
gold chain were missing. Instantly a
search was instituted; the pasha’s officers,

VOL. I. E



74 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. VII.

as well as some of the ambassador’s own
servants, were sent in pursuit, and in two
days after the fugitive was brought.back,
and convicted of the theft. He was seiged,
tied hand and foot, and the ambassador,
in the hearing of the Turkish officers; pro-
claimed his intention of cutting off* his
ears. 'This was reportedtothe pasha, who,
feeling that no punishment of .that de-
scription ought to.be inflicted emetpt.-by
himself, and that to pernlit snch an act in
his own city would be throwing away his
consequence and authority, he determined
upon making a remonstrance ‘with the
ambassador; and' ordered his .printipal
chaoush, an old grave Turk with a white
beard, to carryaverycmlmauge to that
purport.

The ambassador was sunvomdod by all
his servants when the chaoush entered, and
was still in the height of his fury at the
delinquency of his running footman. He
was pouring out a forrent of words, cursing
first the day he had set out en this ex-
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pedition, then the vizier who sent him,
then the Turks and their country, when
the solémn son of Osman interposed his
selam alevkumi, peace be with yom! and took
his seat with all due reverence. © .

‘ What -has happened ¥’ exclaimed the
ambassador to his visiter. -

¢ Nothing,” answered the chaoush.

‘ Have you seen what. abomination that
rascally countryman of ours has been com-~
mitting ?’ said the ambassador. ° Please
Heaven, his father shall burn ere long.
‘We are not such asses to let him escape
gratis. Until I have got his ears into my
packet, not a drop of water passes my lips;
of that make your mind easy, O effendi !’

‘ The pasha, my master,” said the Turk,
‘ makes prayers for your happiness, and
has desired me to inform you that such
things eannot be.’ :

¢ What things cannot be"’ exclaxmed
the ambassador with the greatest viyacity.
‘ What cannot be ? Shall I not, then, cut
off his ears? Ah! you know but little of

E 2
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to his ferash, and to two or three other
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qw,vqnps, he said in a most peremptory tone,
t Go, rascalg, g,mck fly, bring Sadek’s ears
tamethiginstent, 11l threa tailhim ! If
be.had, fifty ¢ars, I would eyt them off.
Then, tpraing, 19.1the, chaough, .who had
already,got an his,feet, in, regdipess to de-
Rty he said, ¢ YMay your shadow never be
less. May God protegt, you, Make my
Prayers, gcgeptable ta the pasha, and tell
him again if he has three fails, I, by the
blessing of the Prophet, haye fifteen.’
..Upop thip the Turk, gxelaiming from the
battom of his gyllet. ' La fllakg illallah!
there is but one God,’ walked slowly.away,
and, had not procgeded many steps before
hg met the Persiang coming up, bearing the
ears of their countryman, or something very .
like, them, on the cap of a saucepan, and,
who did. not fail to exhibit them, to the
phlegmatic Osmanli with appropriate ex-
pressions of sppergiliousness. .
The, pasha, enraged. at this. treatment,
soon . pade,oyr  residence in his city too
digagreeable to invite us to stay longer
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than necessary, and accordingly we very
soon after departed, leaving the cropped
Sadek to find his way back to Persia in
the best manner he'was able. It was,
however, known afterwards that He de-
parted with his ears on his head ; and-that
the bits of flesh exhibited on the lid: of the
saucepan were slices of a young kid; for
whether the executioners of their master’s
commands knew thet it was in no wise in.
his nature to be cruel, or whether they were
the culprit’s personal friends, it is certain
that he fared very téhderly for his roguery.

After having ‘trversed the-long and
tedious road through Turkey, quarrelling
at every post-house, and increasing our
stock of hatred for the sectaries of Omar,
we at length descried ‘the cupolas and
minarets of the capital of the Blood-
drinker*, the vast and magnificent Con-
stantinople.

The ambassador wasreceived with proper

* A title by which the sultan of Turkey is known
in Persia.
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ceremony and regpect by the Turkish au-
thorities, and a large, house at Scutari
allotted: to- him. and, his. suite. A meh-
mander was, also appointed, whose duty
was .to :collect, and. distribute the daily
milowance of , provisions . granted for the
use;.of the embassy, accarding to the
established. .usages. of. the, gmpire. The
-young infidel, . who had agcompapied us,
and ‘whe now made himself tolerably well
understoodin onrlanguage, leftus, and took
up his quarters .among his own people;
and shortly sfter preceded us to a city
called Giaour Ismir, or the Infidel Smirna,
in order to prepesg a,nship. to conduct us to
England. :

.The ambassador, soon aﬂ;er his amva]
vigited the grand vizier, and in succession
most of the principal Turkish officers, many
of whom took a great liking to him, and
seemed to-take much pleasure in his con-
versation. However he might be pleased
with this, still his native hatred for the
Turks never forsook him, and he never.
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lost an opportunity of expressing it, when
he could do so with propriety One day,
at a confidential mterv1ew with the grand
vizier, at whlch | was permntted to be
present, that minister, celebrated for being
- a pure and bigoted Mussulman, tallpng
of the power of the Franks in general of.
their’ mstltutlons and oof thep' obqtmate
adherence to, thelr own rehglpus falth
exclaimed to the asmbassador, Ah lqy
fnend when wxll the world be cleansed
from thls most accursed race 'of unbe-
hevers ? What is to b,e done » . ,
‘I tell you what answered the Mu'za,
¢ Aliah’ must do'it for, between you angd I,
I do not think that you ever will.”
On another occasion,, when on a visit to
the mufti, that great chief of the law,
having sufﬁclently deplored the pmba.ssa-
dor’s evil destmy which led hlm to quxrr
the land of the true faith, in order to in-
habit the regions of infidelity, said, ¢ Great
will be the mass of impurity with which
you will be overwhelmed before you return.’
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How shall you ever cleanse yourself there-
fiom 7’
' ¢ Inshallah! please Heaven, answered
my ehlef' by not returmng through Con-
stantmople

“THe ambassador was once invited to an
assembly of free livers, where wine was
1dtr0(f1feeh accompamed by smgmg and
musm Thls brought on a discussion upon’
the respectlve merits of Turkish and Persian
music, when a young effendi, who showed
great pretensxons to w1t said, loud enough
for us to hear, ‘As for the effect which
theu' music produces, we know that when
i Persxan sings we always expect that it
will rain.’
. ¢ And we m Persla have always re-
marked,’ exclalmed the ambassador that
when a Turk smgs he sets all the asses
Braylng in response.’

Eb5
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CHAPTER VIIIL

Mirza Firous receives a present of a Circassian
slave,—The history of her captivity is described.

A FEw days before our departure, the
ambassador sent presents to the principal
Turkish officers, and received others in
return. He had formed a great intimacy
with one of the secretaries of state, a jovial
spirit, who was addicted to pleasure, and
particularly fond of Persian poetry and
literature. To him he presented his own
favourite riding-horse, accompanied by a
beautiful copy of Hafiz; and as he was
anxious that they should be well received,
herequested me to present them myself,with
the proper compliments. Yarak Effendi,
for that was his name, expressed himself
greatly pleased at this mark of his friend’s
attention, and professed himself at a loss
what to offer in return. He consulted me
for a long while upon what I thought would
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be most agreeable to him. Of shawls he
knew that he had abundance. Pelisses and
furs he also knew were common in Persia.
Stuffs and brocades were more beautifully
manufactured with us than in Turkey.
English goods he would not offer; we were
going whence they came. Amber-headed
pipes the Persians did not use; and we
neither prized their horse-furniture nor their
carpets. What then was to be done? At
length a thought struck him, and he ex-
claimed, ‘I haveit! I haveit! The am-
bassiador, I know him, is an admirer of
female beanty. He shall not go among
the infidels to put his beard into their
hands. He shall have my new Circassian
slave ; she is beautiful as the moon; and
it i8 scarcely an hour since she has made
the profession of the true faith. I bought
her out of the ship she came in but yes-
terday, from that arch man-stealer, Khersis
Oglu, and he assures me that she is of
Circassian blood, and & princess; but I
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suppose the kafir lies.” Then addressing
himself particularly to me, he said, ¢« May
I venture to send her to your aga?’ .

I professed ignorance of his tastes, and
said that I would soon inform him of the
ambassador’s wishes on that head, not
doubting that' if there was'a possibility of
taking such an addition to his suite with
him, that he would not hesitate in so doing.

'Accordingly I returned to Mirza Firouz,
who recéived the effendi’s proposal at first
with ecstasy; then with hesitdtion ; and at
length, by way of not doing an uncivil act,
he let him know that he could not have hit °
uporn a present that would be more agreeable
to him. "

At the close of day she arrived, veiled
from head to foot, mounted on a horse,
and escorted by the effendi’s black man
slave, who received a handsome present
in money for his trouble. She was im-
mediately conducted into the ambassador’s
house, who had ordered a suitable place
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for ‘her reception ; and when he went to
visit her, we collected ourselvesinto a body,
and freely discussed the probable conse-
quences of this proceedmg.‘

“ He will eat a good allowance of his
wife’s slipper,’ exclaimed Ismael Beg, the
nazir; ¢ if once he gets within reach of it,
should she become acqua.mted with what
he has done.’

« Ah! said Takx, the. ferash whoseemed
to know much of the interior of his house+
hold, < the khanum is at a.great-distance
now; and until that time comes the world
may have turned upside down.’

*Were she a Georgian,” remarked Seld
¢ there would be no harm done, for they
are tractable ; but/being a Circassian, ’tis’
time to put our trust in God. ..They are a
bad race” - . . -
- “'Georgian or. Circassian, Lesgui or
Abkhasians,’ said the master of the cere-
monies, ‘ they are all children of the devil
together.. I hope the arrival of this stranger
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among us may not bring ashes upon our
heads in a foreign land.’

¢ I tell you what,’ said I, “‘whatever we
may think on this occasion is all very well,
provided we recollect that she is the elchi’s
property ; and although she is one woman
among so many men, yet, mind ye! healone
is her master.’

*Yes, O yes!’ theyall exclaimed ; - whose
dogs are we, that we should think other-
wise 7’

The next morning the ambassador, of
his own accord, gave me the history of his
slave, which he had got from her own
mouth. It was briefly this, that she was
the daughter of a Circassian chief, who
lived near the banks of the Black Sea, of
a character so lawless and depraved, that
even among his own countrymen he was
called Shaitan bacheh, or Child of Satan.
His cruelties and drunkenness would have
been of little consequence had they been
merely the effect of sudden passion; but
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gambling was the vice to which he sacri-
ficed every other feeling; and this led him
to commit acts of unheard-of enormity.
To one of these acts this poor slave had
fallen a victim. He had gambled to such
an excess with a neighbouring chieftain,
a man of greater power than himself, that
he was totally ruined ; and determining to
make one desperate effort to retrieve his
losses, he resolved upon selling all his
family as slaves to the Turkish merchants
who made that traffic. He accordingly
struck a bargain with one of the most
enterprising of that profession; and on a
certain day it was agreed that he would
furnish a fixed quantity of slaves, both
male and female, who should be embarked
in the vessel waiting off the coast for that
purpose. When he had been apprised of
the arrival of - the ship, upon pretext of
giving an entertainment to his family, he
collected the different individuals com-
posing it under his roof, and invited them
to join him in emptying certain akins of
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wine which had been provided ‘for the
occasion. When' he 'saw- that 'the men
were ‘sufficiently intoxicated for:his' pur~
posé, ‘at @-signal giver his-hotise was sur:'
rounded by a host of armed Turks,: the
crew of the slave-ship, and they imme=
diately' made prisotiers of all the copany,’
carrying’ away the -drunkatds like logs,
and foreing off thé women. ' Besides her-
self, who was ‘his daughtér, he had' sold
his wife and two of her btothers, with one
of his own, his father and mother, two
women servants, two aunts, and an uncle ; -
and by way of completing the dozen, he
stole a priest who was riding quietly by at
the time, and added him to the party. As
soon as they were embarked, the vessel
set all sail, and not many days after they
reached Constantinople, when she was im-
mediately bought up by the secretary of
state. ' .
The ambassador said that her Circassian
name was Mariam, but that he intended to
call her Dilferib, or the Heart-enslayer,
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owing to the great fascination of her
manner. - Hg described her.as being low in
statyre, and «of .2 round. and melon-formed
person, but possessing. eyes. of surprising
size and, fire, and a camplexion as verdant *
as even-the most celebrated beauties of
Irén. . He seemed .quite elated ,with his
acquisition, and expressed hia intention to
have hex ingtructed in.all.the arts and ac-
complishments which the Europeans are
capable. of teaching. She was to become
mistress . of embroidery, of .tailoring, of
making stockings, and. twisting ringlets.
She was to learn to sing, dance, and play
musicalinstryments. In short, he intended
to make her so accomplished a slave that,
in.casasome congiliatory present were ever
necessary to-the shah, he. might have her
ready athand to secure his peace.. At pre-
sent he.described. her.ps totally ignorant.
She could give no account of her religion ;
she could neither read nor write ; and her

® Subs, or green, is 4 word used in Persian,
denoting a brunette.
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whole morality seemed that of revenging a
family quarrel, and showing hospitality to
thestranger. She was perfect]yagreeableto
become a follower of the blessed Mahomed,
and pronounced the professien. of the trie
faith withoat amoment’shesitation. < What
she may prove to be in character,’ said the
ambassador, . Allah only knows; theatwill
eatirely depand upon my:gaod: or,il luck,
and upon the ppsition of the planetg,at the
time of her entering my houge,’ .
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CHAPTER IX.

The mbauy leave Constantinople, reach Smirna,
. and emhark on board an English ship.—Their
roception on board is described.

T’ ambassador having received in<
telligénce’ from. ¢ Gizour: Ismir' that a ship
was ‘in readiness to receive him and his
suite, in order to convey him to London
(for so is the foot of the English throne
called), we proceeded on our journey in
the same manner as we had travelled from
Persia, with this difference, that Dilfertd,
the Circassian, who now had been put
under the special charge of the two black
slaves, Mahboob and Seid, was mounted
upon a mule, closely veiled from head to
foot. Having passed the two large cities
of Brousa and Manesia, traversing a coun-
try which produces every thing that can
contribute to the happiness and well-
being of man, we at length reached the
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city of our destination, situated on the
borders of a magnificent. bay, and cpHed
Infidel, because it harbonss many Esropeans
merchants, many Greeks, and mneny Armé«
nians, who drink wine apenly, and whose
hogs are allowegd to.walk about the streetss
Upon entering it we blew over.our shoulders
to keep the impurity of its.inhabitants from.
us, and then took up.qux quasters in-a house.
which the Tugkish government had been
enjoined, ,to,.pxepa,re for the ambassador 8.
teceptlon. e ' ‘
. We had been gteqted a. pamsa.ng before
our entry into the,gity by theyoung Inglis,:.
who, in.quality.pf mehmandar, had pro-.
ceeded from. Constantineple te..prepare-
our way; and he informed the. ambassador.
that two ghips were in.zeadingss, the one, .
as he described it,. a darge.ship belonging:
to the shah of his conntry, destined, for.
the use of the.embassy; and anethev.hired
from a merchant, for the purpose of,.con-.
veying the horses. He . assured us that.
every thing was ready for our reception,.
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thit -all ‘the. provisions were on board,
sheep for our kbbbbs, goats for our milk,
fowcly, geeie,r- duoks) " ghll © tutkeys, and
plenth of iwatbr. Phiere was only one thing
whidh e wikhed t6° aschriain, naniely,
whether the ambassador liked to sleep in
arbddswhich, by his description, was made
tomded baelowuardd' and' ﬂii'wa:rds, or’ one
vehtich remaingd stationsry? "
“dgmhdratlt 'as we ‘were Of tHe nature of a’
ship)land ofievery’ circuthstanee dttending
a sea life, we became much puzzled at’his
questionsi- In the firdt ‘plade, that a ship
shotld) from by descriptiol, Be' &' fafm-’
yardy dentainihg all' the andfiials 'hé had
entiterated, surpribéd is'nbe a' little: "but
whya-bed should b stidde to move about
was'extremely puzzbing ; and why it should
event be a-qudstiofi, whéther 4 mar should
lie quiet; orbe tokded backwhrds and for-
wards'was stilk 1o be explaified ; and thiere-
fore' the ambdkvador wikely left'the taatter
at'réit for the present! untit we should be
bettér able to'judgé for ourselves.
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This, and various other circumstances,
gave us great matter for discussion, and
increased our impatience to see the Frank
ship, and all the wonders which we anti-
cipated-that it would contain. The meh-
mandar was not aware of the circumstance
which had added the Circassian to our
party, and as he was acquainted with our
customs, which required the seclusion of
women from the gaze of men, he hastened
on board to make the necessary arrange-
ments, and left us to prepare our baggage
for immediate departure,

The ambassador was very anxious not
to leave the shore and set foot on board
excepting at a fortunate hour; and he con-
sulted thereupon his master of ceremenies,
Mohamed Beg, who had a good knowledge
of astrology, having studied for some time
under the celebrated Mirza Cossim of Is-
pahan. He did not discover any fortunate
conjunction of the planets for a week to
come; and we were making up our minds
to remain quietly smoking the pipe of pa-
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tience, when, the second morning after our
arrival at Smirna, our baggage having been
embarked the day before, the mehmandar,
attended biy-the captain of the ship, cameto
announce that all was ready, that the wind
was fair, and that we must embark. This
had not met the ambassador’s calculation,
and he positively said that he would not
stir. The want of a good moment, said
he, was not to-be disregerded ; and what-
ever any body else might think, he for
his part wvalwed his life and.the beard
upon his chin too much, to commence such
a hazardous undertaking as that of embark-
ing wpon a ship commanded by infidels, to
go to infidels’ countries, without having the
full sanction of his own astrologers. He

. was strengthened in his resolution by Mo-

hamed Beg, who, strong in his science, and
obstinade in his coriverse with the heavens,
declared that to go, merely at the invita-
tion of an infidel, who, becaude the wind
blew fair, thought that no other requisite
wags wanting to a prosperous voyage, would

L]
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be dewnright madness; and-accordingly
they beth resolved thast pathing! should
make themsstir.. Invain,béthmbhmdndat
and captain said thit the:oxost fortunste
momentsurely waa that.when tie wind was
fair; and that if shey permisted it to shifs,
they might not. be:able e seil for mamy a
week; nothing could avail, and they were
about to walk. awey in despair, whea, aathe
best of all geod :lugk would. have it, the
embassador sne¢zed twice. KEwery -one
having complimented him, he said, “-This
is a good omen; if the stars were .now
but - propitious, what' an exeellent mo-
ment for departure !’ At that very instant
Mohamed Beg also sneezed twice! We
were all in ecstasy. .© Praise be to God,
and thanks to Allah!’ came from -every
lip, and there was not a dissenting voice;
the omen was .too stromgly preneumced,
that further objections should be mede; and
the ambassador immediately announced
his readiness.to proceed. .. .

We then without delay, puttmg our nght
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legs foremost on crossing the threshold
of the house, preceeded in a bedy to the
beach, where boats:had been -provided to
take us omr board ‘There seemed to be.
eomsiderable: ceremonry among the Franks
on ¢his oecasioh. The ambassador and I,
and one of his slaves bearing his shoes,
were placed i the largest boat with the
mehmandar emd the captain; whilst an-
other-comrveyed the rest of the suite and the
Circassiani The head of the stable, with
his grooms and stable-boys, were embarked
on board the horse ship.

We had reached the frigate all but about
one masdan, when, wonderful to behold, at
the sound of a shrilt whistle, out jumped
hundreds of what we took to be rope-
dancers; for none but the celebrated
Kheez-Ali of Shiraz, inimitable through-
out Asi for his feats on the tight rope,
could have done what they did. They
appeared to balance themselves in rows
upon ropes scarcely perceptible to the eye,

VOL. 1. F
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ascending higher and higher in graduated
lines, until on the very tip-top of the mast
stood, what we imagined to be either a gin
or a dive, for nothing movtal surely everat-
tempted such a feat. We had no sooner
reached the deck whither we had all been
whisked up (the blessed Ali best knows
how), than instantly such discharges of
cannon took place, that with excess of
amazement our livers turned into water,
and our brains were dried up.

-“ In the name of Allah!’ exclaimed the
elchi, © what does this mean? Is this hell?
or is it meant for heaven? What news
arearrived?” All this he was exclaiming,
whilst the captain, standing before him,
made low bows, and seemed to claim his
admiration. And it was only when the
firing had ceased, and that our ears had
somewhat recovered the shocks they had
received, that the mehmandar stepped up
and said, this was done in honour of his
excellency, and was the acknowledged
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mode in England of treating persons of
distinction. “ May your shadow never be
less,” rejoined the ambassador. ‘I am
very sensible of the honour,” at the same
time thrusting his fingers into his ears,
“iand ‘I assure you that this mark of di-
stiriction will leave a lasting impression
upon me. But what is the use of dis-
charging s0 many cannon, and wasting so
much precious gunpowder? You have
fired away more powder than our shah did
in the celebrated siege of Tfis, when, with
three balls and ope cannon, he diseomfited
a host of Yuzbegs, and kept the whole of
their kingdom in fear of his power for ever
after. But how many cannon have you
on board, in the name of the Prophet?’
said he. The mehmandar answered,
¢ Forty-four” — Do you mean actually
forty-four?’ said his excellency, ‘or do
you mention that number as indefinite,
signifying a great many, as we say chehel
minar, forty pillars, when we talk of the
r2
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ruins of Persepolis ;. or the. chekeal \ten, or
forty bedies, .when we.would desoribe. the
many saints buried in the mansolenm near
Shiraz?’ P P ) . o d

‘I mean B.Otllﬂ.lly forty.-fom,-’ said, the
mehmandar, appealing to the. eaptain of
the ship, who was standing near. ° But
that is a mere trifle,” added he. “ Our king
has many ships that carry three times.this
number, and at least fifty bearing the same
numbet; and when all the guns which-are
carrigd about from one end of the world to
the other are enumerated, you must cease
counting by hundreds, but take to thou-
sands.’

- “ There is but one God !’ exclaimed the
ambassador, putting hisfinger in his mouth
at the same time, and deeply cogitating.
‘You see what I said before is true,’ turning
towards me and others of the suite who
were gathered round him; “ I told you once
before, that the English dig up their cannon
all ready made in the mine, and this proves -
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it. Oenthries; Witk all the'blacksmiths of
Irtan -at work frém- morningto-night, would
never make bo inahy gans.’

‘ Yes, yes,” was answered by us. - We -
bélieve it al),” daid'one.  “These Frankls are
devils; not men,*said anothey. < Wonderful
things shall we'have to gay when -we re-
turn to Persia,’ said a third. * Then all at
once, a8 if by magie, we saw immense’ sails
loosened from places where the eye before
saw nothing but wood and rope; and ere a
mollah could have eounted his-bedds and
gaid an hundred ¢ God forgive me’s,” we
began to move at a rapid rate through
the water, and an universal commbtion
among the houses, ships, trees, and moun-
tains which surrounded us appeared to
have taken place, and we were gwen to
the mercy of the waves.

‘ We are gone and doubly gone, now,’
said the ambassador;'“we are in the hands
of Allah?

“ God be with us! oh, Mahomed! oh,
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Ali,’ exclaimed I. ¢ Ali send us all safe
back,” groaned the master of the cere-

monies.
¢ Ameen! ameen!” echoed the remainder

of the suite.



CHAP. X.]  HAJJI BABA. 103

CHAPTER X.

The novelty of ship-board to Persians is described.—
* They learn the difference between astronomy and
astrology. .

WHEN we had exhausted our first asto-
nishment on the deck, we descended into
a room ornamented with looking-glasses,
and fitted up with various conveniencies
suited to the habits and customs of Euro-
peans. And here the question of the bed,
which had before been unintelligible, was
made clear to our understandings; for it was
a sort of hammock, and resembled those
used by the Armenians at Julfa, where one
end of it is fastened to a beam, whilst the
other is fixed to the wall, and thus swings
backwards and forwards. The ambassador
chose to sleep in one of these. I extended
my mattress on the grounmd in an outer
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room, and the servants spread their car-
pets between the guns,,hap’gmg up theu'
musquets, swords, and plstols upen pegs,
as they were wont to do n caravanserals
and post—houses, when travel.hng on dry
rrround Wt _

We past the ﬁrst night in a manner, notE
to be descrlbed To say that our heads
went round that our stomachs wgre thrown
at vanance w1th our livers, and our livers
were made  to, contend with our heart- -
strmgs, would only express half our mise-
ries. The tossing to and fro, the e;ztrao.rdl-
nary nmses, the newness of the smells, the
strange Jargon which struck our ears, in
short, the novelty of the scene altogeth;er,
kept our astonished senses in one constant
stretch, and caused us to make various
original reflections. Mohamed Beg, the
master of the ceremonies, who never failed

to say his five prayers per day, be he
where he might, having spread his carpet
on the deck, wae about making his adora-
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tion on ‘seven ‘members * ‘when the ship
gave d toss whlch threw him upon his
nosé. * This set those’ of the Franks who
were Tooking at' zi Slght so new on board
their ship a-laughmg, and threw us all into
a melancholy fit of musing, bewallmg our
hard fate to ‘be thus cast amongst ‘people
who mocked our religion, and, who looked
upon our Prophet a.nd his followers in no
better light than as swine in their sheds.
However, a repetition of ¢ God is great!’
and * God is merciful”” made us recollect
in whose hands we were, and that if it was
our lot to be polluted, destiny had all the
blame.

Awaking the first moriling after our
embarkation, a sight totally new present-
ed itself. Life and the world seemed
to have depai‘ted from us, and we now
only saw the outsides of things. Where

® Adoration on seven members is a mode of
worship common to Mahometans ; the hands, feet,
knees, and forehead touching the ground at the
same moment,

Fb
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was Tehran? Where the splendor of our
shah? his gilded palaces, hisiron ¢lad war-
riors, and his brilliant courtiers? Whereé
was Ispahan? Where the lofty Dema+
wend? Where the plains of Sultanieh,
and the wilds of Mazanderan? The capital;
and even the whole dominion of the Blood-
drinker; had passed from us, and here we
were, a speck in the ocean, seen only by
the clouds, passing. the .shadows of lands
painted at immeasurable distances from
us, and in:the hands of infidels, who were
cin‘ying us God knows whither; with
whono we could hold no converse; who
could neither tell us why they went dné
way instead of the other ; why they chose
to make a path in the sea, when there was
none ; and for what good reason the 'ship
went straight forwards, when there was
-nothing to hinder it going backwards.
Who amongst us knew where England
was? Not a soul. All that we saw of sea
and sky might be the country of the in-
fidels, for aught we knew ; and that might
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perhaps e our. nltimates destination, for
thesa objeets; seemed. as-likely to belong to
themvas to.any.oue else. But what could
be.the uga.of such a.country to any one,
seeing: that all, its inbabitants must. be
enelosed .in boxes, like the one in which
we were;and that,sunning away from each
* other atitheir plpasure, no government could
exist), no shah .conld control them, no one
cnuld levy fines. upon them? .In short, the
wmore we argued among.ourselves upon our
situation, the more: we became perplexed ;
nor did the explanations which we received
frem the mehmandar much clear up our
difficulties, for-he talked to us of things so
foreign to our understandings, that we were
for the present obliged to drop the anchor
of our curiosity in the harbour of expecta-
tion. :

-As long as we were near the land, we
understaod how sailors might track their
way; but when ence fairly out of sight of
every thing, save heaven and water, what
was there to guide them? However, we
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‘began-to acquire soms intelligence on this
-head; for, upon theiday when we first Jost
sight: ofiland, we discovered that the lship
wasdilled with astrologers.- Atabout noen
iany of those whom we had lodked!upon as
meresidle young mren, appeared on thé deck
with astrolabesdanr their hands, and fell'to
ohservisg the sun.:Even boys handléd this
insvement: of wisdom ; and, aceording to
ithe answer. whieh they gave to our gues-
tiehs, 'it_sebms t¢hat ‘they were perfectly
isatisfied that we were gomng right, and that
ithie’ héavehs were propitious -to -our un-
«dertaking: - Mobamed Beg, not to appear
sdeficient: in knowledge, also produced-his
testuolallé, but -could .not make. any of the
obssrvations which he was wont to do it
-Ispahan; when he studied under the cele-
brated Miraa Cossim, because he declared
‘that we had changed eur stars, and that
those he now saw were different frony these
-of hisown country.” However, the science
which the Franks possessed, we presumed,
'was/different from ours ; and they endea-



CHAR X.] ' - HAJIX BABA. 109

vyoured $o0.show. us the difference between
“-astronomy. andastrology. 1-Altheagh:-we
pyidently . dreiw ‘ouo ,eonelusions ifrem the
sagme sourced, yet our objects were ot the
same; for the! ambassador, mot feeling well,
Aand desirous-to take medicine, sent to one
of 'these., stasrgdzers, threugh the meh-
-mpndab, 40. inquire whether the heavenly
bodies weve propitious to-such.an event ;
~ and) he reeeived for adwwer,  that their
soiencejonlyrexterided 4o settlingithe lati-
tude .andsdengitude of the ship, and- that
they hadinet yet legrned 4o decide: what
imight be the best moment for medicating
-hds iexoellency’siinside.' . Thas :gave o .sovt
ofi superionity :in. -our. eyes. o Mohamed
1Beg; whojia this instdnce, very: valiantly
decidsd, 'by (some method:of -caloulation
“pecitliarly his own, that bleeding and purg-
‘infy might at-. pmenu be.used. with great
.aﬂtyu et B e s e d,
- But stilli-we; could not:overcome:. our
nstonishment ' at - seeing - astrology.. prae-
tised by ai pancel of beardless boys. - What
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ia our country was the avocation of ex« -
perienced men, who had passed their lives
in watching the stars, and settling proper
hours for each action of the life of man,
here was undertaken by mere children. I
was assured that any one of the observers
with the astrolabe could inform me within
a mile of the exact spot we stood upon
the earth ; and to prove that, it would:only
be necessary to watch the time when we
should see land, which it was expected to
take place that very evening at sunset. As
we had now been at sea more than'a week,
we longed to ascertain whether countries
besides Turkey and Persia did actually
exist; and therefore strained all our eyes,
in company with the English.astrologers,
to discover the land. At length, just as
the sun had taken its plunge into the fur-
thermost corner of the deep, a streak was
descried in the horizon, which every one
affirmed was land, and I was called upon
to acknowledge the accuracy of the astro-
logers. Mohamed Beg, who, in his own
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estimation,: looked wpon-himself quite as
grest o person as Abu Mazer ¥, the father
of conversation himself, doubted, and as-
sured those who would iisten ¢o him, that
Ris seienve’ was preferable to that of our
navigators, inasmuch' as he could guard
agdinst things unseen ; whereas the En-
glish only foretold the appearance of things
visible. And, on this occasion, I well re-
collect that Mohamed Beg had a memora-
ble argument with the mehmandar, who,
erideavouring to make us comprehend the
object of the observations made daily at
noon, asserted that the earth upon which
we stood went round the sun ; whereas itisa
well-known fact,approved byallthe learned
in Persia since the days of Jemsheed, that
the sun has noother businessthanto revolve
round us. I cannot well record ‘all that
was said on both sides, but this I remember,

# Abu Mazer, which, rendered in Arabié, means
the father of conversation, was a celebrated astro-
nomer and astrologer, known in Europe as Albu-
mager.
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that Mohamed Beg, being disturbed by the
newness of the mehmandar’s observations,
finished the discourse bysaying, that if he
were in Persia, on his own territory, he
would soon find unanswerable reasons why
what he advanced was true.
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They arrive at Malta. -—Are mdxgnant at thp re-
'strictions of Warantme, “and hold commumcatum ’
. ot
with the Englt.sh governor. '

THE next morning we found ourselves
close to the shores of an island called
Malta, which the mehmandar informed
us had formerly belonged to a band of
fighting dervishes, whose only business
was to take unnatural oaths, and fight
against the children of the true faith. But
it seems that their destinies were of no
avail, when opposed to those of Mahomed
the blessed, since they no longer exist,
whereas Islam flourishes. One of their
principal laws was, that they could not
marry. Then how could they continue
to exist? ’'Tis evident their lawgiver was
duller than the father of stupidity *. Had

* Abu Jahel, the father of stupxdlty, so the
Arabians call the ass.
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they been allowed even half the number of
wives which the Prophet allows his fol-
lowers, perhaps they still might have flou-
rished.

The avidity with which we eyed the
shore, as we sailed into the harbour, may
be better conceived than described. We
saw new men, new women, new buildings;
we heard a new language, and new sounds.
If all the caravans that traverse Persia
and Arabia were collected togethér, the
united din of their bells.could not be greater
than the eternal jingle of those which issued
from numerous minarets that were seen to
rise, in various odd and fantastic shapes,
throughout the town. Ismael Beg, the
nazir, well remarked, that it was evident,
from this circumstance alone, we had got
into a Christian country; for here they

* might ring their bells and welcome, where-
as no dog of them would presume so to
do in our cities, without having dearly pur-
chased the permission. And he added, such
a quantity of bells as we now heard ringing
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‘would make a handsome revenue for any
one of the shah’s sons.

Our first impulse, as soon as the ship
was at anchor, was to endeavour to rush on
shore; but what was our surprise and indig-
pation when we were informed that imme-
didte access was not permitted ; that forty
days at least must pass over our heads be-
fore we could be pronounced clean? As
soon as we heard this, our rage knew no
‘bounds, and we proceeded at once to the
presence of the ambassador to vent it.

¢ In the name of Allah,’ said I, speaking
for the rest, * are we come all this. way
that we should be called unclean? We
are Mussulmans. To ‘this day we have
heard of nothing unclean, except it be
these dogs of Christians. We can only be
unclean from the pollution which we have
acquired by living with them. In the
name of the Prophet, we desire to return to
Pewia. If you are not permitted to land
here, much less will they permit you to
land in England, which is their principal
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country, upon ‘which the foot bf ‘their
throne rests.’ Caed

‘ You'do not speak amiss, Hajji' Baba,’
said the ambassador to me in‘a qaiet manner,
unusual to himself. I also am'in a stwte
of amazement, but the business of the shah
must be done ; to eat dirt in his service is
now to be our daily occupation, andiéat it
we must, and say, tharks be to Allah'! The
mehmandar has endeavoured to make me
comprehend the reason of this regulation.
Hesays it is & pretaution to guard against
the plague; and is not deviated from
throughout the whole of the kingdoms of
Frangistan, even in favour of kings ; that
any one attempting to escape is shot like 2
wild beast ; and that this would be the cere-
mony either of us would undergo should
we resist. Such being the case, what is
to be done but to sit down in patiemce?
These people have no belief in takdeer,
predestination. They do not like to die;'if
they can avoid it; and, to say the trath, I
think they are right.’
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.. *. But we. have no plagus,’ exclaimed
Taki, the ferash. < We are men. of Iran,
wherg the plague never comea. Let them
logk. wppn the Turks, and welcome, as un-
clean ; but.we are Persians.’

i Mohamed Beg made.some wise observa-
tiogs. ypon the ux;erring decrees of fate,
and quoted the Koran with great effect;
and at.the same time he added, if it was
not our destiny toset faot on shore at Malta,
nothing more need be said, and we must
be.content to take events as they chose to
come.; . - .

This allayed our impatience, which was
much appeased when we found that we
were to proceed on our voyage on the fol-
lowing day in a much larger ship, which
was pointed out to us, and which indeed
looked like a floating castle. Qur eyes were
much. struck at all we saw, and the power
of the ship in. which we naw wete sank in
our estimation when in every creek and oos-
ner we:digcovered cannons upon cannons,
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in such vast numbers, that if we were to
give a true account of them in Persia no-
body would believe us. We now began
to find for the first time, how it hap.
pened that the English had got posses-
sion of India, and resolved in our minds
that all the stories which we had heard
about their being governed by old women
must be nonsense. With such cannons
and such ships to carry them about, who
would not conquer the world?

Our ship soon held much communi-
cation with the shore, and we were in-
formed that the ambassador’s arrival had
produced a strange commotion, which very
soon proved itself by the quantities of
boats whieh surrounded us. It was re-
ported, among other things, that the ship
carrying the horses was loaded with the:
ambasqador’s wives, and consequently at-
tmacted as much of the public attention as
omrs. The Circassian slave in the mean-
time had not stirred from the corner in
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which she had been placed from the mo-
ment of our getting on board ; and so little
did she know of what was doing, that long
after our arrival at Malta she inquired
‘ What may the news be ?’

Before we were transferred from the
small ship into the larger one, the ambas-
sador received a visit from the governor
of the city, who, as he came alongside,
pointed to a yellow flag floating on the
top of our mast as an excuse for not coming
on board, and which we found was the
signal of uncleanness. Through the in-
terpretation of the mehmandar he apolo-
gized for not having been able to receive
the ambassador on shore, to treat him
in a manner suitable to his rank; but he
again assured us that regulations com-
cerning quarantine were 80 strict that even
an angel would not be admitted as pure
if coming from Turkey. He then stated
that he had received recent intelligence
from his government, who had apprised
him of the possibility of the ambassador
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touching at Malta on his way to England,
and he had been enjoined to do every thing
in his power to forward his voyage, since
the whole country of England, from the-
king to the peasant, were anxious to see
him and do him honour. He then finished
his speech by making many special in-
quiries concerning the health of the shah
and the political state of Persia.

Upon this, Mirza Firouz, thinking it
necessary to return so flattering a speech,
and also to place the prosperity of his
country in the best possible light, assured
the governor that when last we had heard
from the shah he was enjoying the greatest
sanity of brain, and was even rejoicing in
his palace at Sultanieh at the arrival of
twenty mule-loads of rebels’ heads, which
had just been sent him from the disaffected
provinces of Khorassan and Mazanderan,
which had been perfectly devastated by his
victorious troops; thanks to the efforts of
his majesty’s twenty-fifth son. He hoped
that this news would gladden the go-
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vernor’s heart, and-spread uhiversal satis-
faction throeghout England when knowm
there.

The governor said'that this was unheard-
of prosperity, and, as well as we could un-
derstand our sdnterpreter, made suitable
compliments on the occasion. He then
thought it necessary to give u8 some in-
telligence in return, which, whatever he
might think of i, did not sound to-our
ears by any means faveurable. From
what we could gather, a civil war was
raging in England, fer in great exulta-
tion he assured us that the viziers of the
shah of England, who, as in Tutkey, it
seems command his armies, had:gained a
signal victory over a rebel people ¢alled
¢ Opposition.’

The mehmandar entered into long ex-
planations .upon this subject, which we
could in no wise understand; and-how-
'aver- he and the. governor might seem to
look uppn their king’s government as more
firmly fixed by thisieyent, still we doubted

VOL. I. G
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whether there was wisdom in proceeding
on an embassy to a country full of internal
broils, and which, as experience had taught
us in Persia, could never be completely
settled until one shah remained its undis-
puted master. It was evident that the
rebels were still strong, since, by the go-
vernor’s own account, although daily de-
feated, yet they were not dispersed. ¢ Ah!’
said Mohamed Beg, * the Franks may talk
of their management in matters of govern-
ment; but here is evidently a great want
of some Eastern wisdom; a little of the
tutiai dowlet, or state collyrium¥*, is ne-
cessary for them, and, by the blessing of
Allah, you,” turning towards Mirza Firouz,
¢ you are the man to teach them how to
apply it.’ '

® Collyrium, the powder of antimony, is con-
stantly applied by Eastern people to strengthen the
eyesight, and, as a remedy for national affairs,
is frequently sarcastically recommended to those
whose conduct is open to reproach.
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At this the ambassador looked pleased,
and hearing us all exclaim Barikallah,
he curled up his whiskers and said, ¢ that

the outset of our voyage, ’tis true, had

been disastrous, for so we must think
when a true believer is counted unclean
by an infidel; but we had now proceeded
too far to think of returning ; and although
things had looked ill, yet he hoped that
all would prove favourable atlast.” There«
fore, as soon as the governor had taken
his leave, we permitted ourselves to be
conducted to our new ship. We parted
with regret from our friends on board the
smaller vessel, who appeared very anxious
to have proceeded with us to England ; but
when we had been safely placed upon the
deck of the large ship, we felt nothing but
delight and amazement.

G2
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CHAPTER XII.

Hajji Baba describes a large English ship—Of
the individuals whom he meets on board, and his
difficulties at adopting European manners.

TaEe ambassador was received with great
ceremony on board by the captain, an old
man, who, as we conceived, out of compli-
ment to us, had sprinkled his head with a
white dust, so nicely applied that it did
not shake from him. What other motive
could he have had for so doing, excepting
to evince his humility? He stood with
his hat off, evidently to exhibit his dust,
making many fine speeches; and then, to
show that he did not restrict himself to
words only, ordered an immense discharge
of his cannon. He then paraded us about
the ship, where we found every thing that
the heart of man could desire, excepting
horses and a green field to gallop over.
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We here saw nearly three times more guns
than in the last ship, and enough men to
form the population of one of our towns.
Women were there besides, but not in
great numbers; indeed so few, we were
told, that the arrangements preserved in
our harems might here be reversed, and,
if properly distributed, fifty men at least
would become the slaves and form the
household of one woman. As great plenty
reigned within board as if we had the
bazar of Ispahan at hand to supply us.
We had fruits of all descriptions, as much
milk and butter as if the tents of the Iliots
were pitched close at hand; and of wine
and meat there was a store.

Altogether, the scene that we here wit-
nessed was one which struck us with more
astonishment than any thing we had yet
seen out of our own country. ° Ah,’ said
we, *if the shah had but one such ship
in the Caspian, he would burn the fa-
-thers of the Russians!’ ‘Inshallah! please
God,’ was repeated all round, and we lived
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in the hope that our ambassador once
established in England, it would not be
difficult to learn how to build ships; seeing
that the Turks, a nation acknowledged by
all mankind to ‘be the asses of the human
race, made them, and recollecting that the
Persians ‘were endowed with more inge-
nuity and ability than all the rest of the
world together.

The captain then brought his nazb:
or lieutenants and officers, introducing
them to the ambassador, and among the
number he specially presented a doctor,
who was enjoined to take care of our
health. He moreover led a Frank. priest
before us, who was the only living sign we
had yet seen of religion amongst infidels,
for never had we seen one of them even
stand still and pray.

The priest was distinguished from the
others by wearing black clothes. His
chin and lip was just as closely shaved as
the rest, and he drank wine without scru-
_ple. The doctor, too, had no distinguishing
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marks of wisdom about him; but it was
evident that he was a ‘man of science,
for upon feeling my pulse and looking
at my tongue, he asked me if I did uot
feel an ache precisely on a spot on my
head which he touched; whether my eyes
did not burn, and if my appetite was not
gone ; discoveries which Mirza Akhmak
would not have made in a moon—no, not
with all the talismans and astrologers of
Persia to assist him.

Having got acquainted with this com-
pany, we descended into the apartments
below, which were much more spacious
and numerous than those of the small ship
we had left; and here we found three indi-
viduals', two men and one woman, evi-
dently of a higher class than those who
form the equipage of ships, and they were
presented. to the ambassador in their turn.
The lady, for she was doubtless a khanum,
was surprisingly beautiful, of a style of
beauty totally different from that of our
country-women, being fair as a young
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moon, with hair like the gold wire that
forms the head-dress of a bride in Persia.
She did not attempt to hide her face when
we and the other men entered, nor was
there any veil at hand for her to do so had
she wished it; but she addressed the am-
bassador without embarrassment or coy-
ness, and at once, as it was easy to per-
ceive, enslaved his heart for ever. Through
the interpretation of the mehmandar she
inquired after the Circassian, and offered
her good offices to make her stay on board
agreeable; but the ambassador assured her
that she was nothing but a slave, and that
if she could only get a corner to sit in,
unseen by any one, she required no greater
happiness.

One of the men was a sop of the road,
as the wandering Arabs say, a traveller.
He was evidently a person of experience,
for his hair was white, which he might
have kept from the gaze of the world had
he always worn a turban or head-dress,
according to our Eastern fashion. The
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account which he gave of himself was to
us incomprehensible ; for it seems he was
travelling about the world at his own ex-
pense for a Frank king, to collect birds,
beasts, and fishes, which as fast as he
eaught he stuffed. The moment he per-
ceived us he eyed us from head to foot, as
if he were inspecting horses or camels; and
his curiosity was afterwards explained by
the knowledge we acquired of his pur-
suits ;—it was evident that, looking upon
us as foreign animals, he longed to kill and
to stuff us. The other was what the in-
terpreter called a shahzadeh, or prince, a
native of a large island near which we
sailed, called Sicilia. His principality, it
seems, consisted in a cargo of merchandize
which he was carrying to England for sale;
and his history put me in mind of what
.many of our Persian princes are likely to
be at the death of our shah, namely, wan-
derers and adventurers.over the face of
“the globe. He had little to denote high
birth in his person, for he was, even among
Gb
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the Franks, a man of dark and sinister
aspect, adopting a mode of disposing his
hands in an odd and unseemly manner
in his lower dress, which might be royal
for aught we knew, but certainly neither
graceful nor decent. He had a vizier in
his suite, whom he hired perhaps to keep
up his drooping spirits, who for the want
of more serious employment played from
morning to night upon a sort of guitar.
In this company we proceeded on our
voyage. The ship was so large that it
appeared to be divided into several mahals,
or parishes, and we were consequently:not
thrown so much together as in the vessel
which had brought us from Smirna. I
scarcely ever associated with the ambas~
sador, except at meals (for he permitted
me to eat and to be seated before him),
or when he walked upon the deck; there-
fore I cannot keep any particular regis-
ter of his actions; but I, anxious to put
into practice the shah’s instructions, im-
mediately began to study the English
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language, and to that effect made as many
friends among the infidels as I could, in
order to learn from them the names of
every thing I saw. I found no one
backward in giving me information, and
ere long I began to make myself under-
stood. The ambassador also was much
helped in his study of it by every body
on board; and one of the lieutenants, in
particular, with whom he had formed an
intimacy, made out a vocabulary of the
most necessary words for his use; and thus
our time was well taken up. Besides,
he received much of his instruction from
the moon-faced lady. She, wonderful to
say, was as learned as any scribe, for she
couldread,and, what is more extraordinary,
understood what she read *. She also wrote
after the fashion of Europe; but whether
she excelled in that accomplishment we
could not sufficiently judge, for being critics
in our mode of penmanship only, we could

* The Persians make a distinction between those

who read and understand, and those who read and
do not understand.
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not yet decide upon what might be good

writing among the Franks. It was indeed '

a rare and curious sight to see this fair
creature doing all the offices of a mollah,
superintending the ambassador’s fingers
as he attempted to write, and making him
read the ugly and crabbed letters common
to the books of Europe. For my part, I
mnever got over the habit of reading from
right to left; for so perversely awkward
are the Europeans that every one of their
books are written from: left to right; and
the difficulty was daily renewed when I
began to read, until I found it necessary
to stick a pin into my left hand sleeve,
as a memorandum. Mohamed Beg, who
pondered deeply upon this subject, after
a due consideration of such contradictory
habits, came to a conclusion that all people
who sit upon the ground, such as Per-
sians, Turks, and Arabs, must write from
right to left; whereas all those who use
tables, such as Europeans, must use the
pen in the other direction.
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I shall reserve myself to extend the re-
marks which my mind has already sug-
gested on the different usages of European
life, as opposed to ours, until I have seen
more of these extraordinary people; but
I cannot omit to mention, that one of
the greatest difficulties we at first had to
contend with was upon the score of eating.
When it is remembered how simple are the
manners of our board, where nothing is
seen upon the cloth, save the food placed in
various sized bowls and dishes, and spoons
of different denominations for taking up the
liquids, no one will be astonished when I
say that we were quite puzzled at what we
saw upon an English table. It absolutely
bristled with instruments of offence. We
saw knives, with long glittering blades
of all sizes and descriptions, sufficient in
number to have ornamented the girdles of
the shah’s household, as well as a variety
of iron* claws, looking like instruments

* The Persian word for a fork is changal, a claw.
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of torture for putting out eyes, or running
into criminals’ bodies. To these were
added pincers, trowels, scoops, spoons of
all shapes, and contrivances so numerous
that it would take up a whole life to learn
their use; and for what purpose? merely
to transfer the food from the dish to one’s
mouth. It is to be imagined that we were
very. awkward when we first adopted this
new mode of eating, we who had been
accustomed from our childhood simply to
take every thing up in our fingers, and
carry it with comfort and security to our
mouths, without the dangerous interven-
tion of sharp instruments. The ambas-
sador, however, determined from the be-
ginning to persevere; and so did I, in order
not to have the daily mortification of being
laughed at by the infidels, which they
‘always seemed very ready to do whenever
they discerned any thing in our habits of
life that differed from theirs. Our first
essays were rather disastrous, for my chief,
in wielding his knife, had nearly cut off



CHAP. X1I.] HAJJI BABA. 135

one of his fingers; and I, forgetting the
claw which I held in my hand, eating for
a moment as usual with my fingers, almost
put out my eye by running the horrid in-
strument into my face. Then there were
ceremonies without end of which we could
not comprehend the necessity. It is pro-
per etiquette that the food in the large
dishes should first make a deviation from
the straight line to one’s mouth, by rest-
ing on certain smaller plates before each
guest. Then it is not lawful to drink
from the jug or bottle at once, but the
liquor must first be poured into subsidiary
glasses, whilst each sort of mess has its
appropriate spoon. It is improper to eat
butter with the spoon for soup, or to
swallow the soup with a butter ladle. To
take up a fowl whole in one’s hand would
be a mortal 8in ; much more to offer a bit to
one’s neighbour, which with us is reckoned
80 high an honour. In short, to describe
the novelties which came under our con-
sideration at every moment would re-
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quire more patience than so unworthy a
servant of the Prophet as I possess; there-
fore I resolved to let my remarks on this
subject remain for the present at the bottom
of my memory, in order to bring them forth,
Inshallah, when fate should again restore
us to our country and our homes,
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CHAPTER XIII.

The embassy leave Malta, pass Gibraltar, and see
England.—Hajji Baba describes some scenes on
board ship.

Tae morning after our departure from
the Island of Dervishes, upon awaking and
looking from the.deck, what was our sur-
prise to find the sea covered with ships of
all sizes and denominations as far as the
eye could reach! They all seemed to be
going the same way, as if impelled by one
mind, although we could discover no visible
mark in the heavens by which they could
direct their course. The difficulty was ex-
plained when we found that the Franks'
had a kebleh as well as ourselves; and
that they were guided to it by means
of an instrument which, in some measure,
answered the purposes of our kebleh nemah,
by which, with the blessing of Allah, every



138 THE ADVENTURES oF [CHAP. XIII.

true believer can find the straight road to
Mecca.

Upon seeing these ships we thought at
first that this might be a part of England;
and that the dominion of the sea, of which
the infidels in Persia used to boast as be-
longing to them, might herebe exemplified.
But we were again mistaken ; for what was
our surprise when we heard that they
were laden with merchandize bound to
England ; and that the great ship upon
which we were embarked was intended to
protect them on the voyage ! '

¢ But,” said the ambassador, when he
heard this, ¢ in the name of Alj, is there a
famine in your land, that all these ships
are going there ? or are the English such
dolts that they can make nothing for them-
selves, and that other nations are obliged
to supply them? Why, if one ship arrives
at Resht from Russia, or one at Abusheher
from Hind, it is talked of throughout the
land as an event ; and they bring us as much
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cloth, china, sugar,. coffee, indigo, and
other merchandize as will suffice for many
months.” The mehmandar, instead.of re-
pining at the necessities of his country,
which required such help in ships and
merchandize, seemed, on the contrary, to
glory in it ; and endeavoured to persuade
us that this was in fact the cause of its
wealth and prosperity. We became more
and more perplexed at all we saw, and our
impatience to arrive at the seat of these
extraordinary people increased every day.

In the meanwhile our time passed on in
a manner, when we came to think upon it,
that must have been under the influence
of something more than human. Here we
were, day after day, week after week, living
in the middle of a world of water, going
God knows where, and existing upon the
mere assertion of one or two men, who had
no other proof to show us that we should
again see human beings, and once more
enjoy the blessings of a life on earth, ex-
cept a few figures, scratches, and marks on
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large sheets of paper. By these they pre-
tended to explain that the world was round ;
that it was intersected by certain lines, all
of which are known and numbered; and
that, having passed a proper quantity of
these, we should infallibly find ourselves
one morning in England. What was now
to be done, but to put our faith in what
theysaid? Their doctrine was more curious
and astonishing than any we had ever heard
from our most profound mollahs ; and we
determined that if their calculations proved
correct, to publish it in our country, and
pass for prophets and astrologers such
as were never known since the days of
Jemsheed.

After sailing many days and nights land
was perceived, and we came to anchor close
to a large insulated rock, which the English
call Gibraltar, but which the mehmandar
assured us once belonged to the sons of
Islam; and pointing out a long range of
distant lands on the opposite coast, he told
us that it was now inhabited by Mahome-
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dans. Pressing him to tell us more on this
subject, he said that one Tarik ben Jeyad,
a famous devourer of iron*, a general of
one of our early caliphs, had taken this
place from the infidels of those days, and
that it had been called Gibel Tarik, or
Tarik’s Mount, after him. We curled up
our whiskers, and girded up our loins, upon
hearing this history; and forthwith en-
deavoured to impress our friends on board
with more extended ideas of the prowess
of Mussulmans. Again we sailed, but we
were long getting through a narrow pass-
age owing to adverse winds ; and recollect-
ing the Bdbelmandab+t of the sea leading
to the Holy Mecca, we called this part of
our voyage the entrance of the ¢ Gate of
Tears.’

® Ahunkhor, & common expression, denoting a
bravo, a hero.

+ This word, vulgarly called Babelmandel, re-
ceived its name of the Gate of Tears from the old
Arabians, who considered as dead all those who
ventured to encounter the dangers of its navigation.
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Having passed it, we continued our
course for many days in a colder climate,
when a circumstance took place which in-
spired us with hopes that our voyage was
now drawing to a close. The traveller and
beast-stuffer, with whom we had become
very intimate, was evidently distressed at
the appearance of those unequivocal marks
of age, namely, his white hairs. Upon
comparing our beards with his head, he
inquired by what contrivance, old and
young, we managed to preserve such a
fine glossy black on our hair; whilst, do all
he could, he never could prevent his own be-
coming white. He made us understand that
the world in general, taking his white hair
as a falsé data, supposed him to be aged
. beyond the truth, whilst he assured us that
he was still in the vigour of youth; and
argued that if he could avert such injustice
by using artificial means, he felt himself
justified in so doing.

We assured him that in Persia we were
equally sensible to the decays of age, and
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had an equal abhorrence of white hairs;
and to that effect, from time immemorial,
we had used certain dyes, which brought
to the same level the beards of old men and
of the young. Some preferred the khenna
by itself, which produced a fine red or
orange tint; others, more fastidious, the
indigo leaf only, and appeared with blue
beards; but the generality used both these
dyes combined, which gave the fine black
gloss. We then asked the traveller which
he intended to use, the red, the blue, or
the black?

He appeared to start with horror at the
mention of red, swearing that he would
prefer his own white hairs to it; but he
expressed his wish to make use of the
black dye, and this was done apparently
unknown to the rest of his countrymen
in readiness to appear with all the colours
of youth on reaching his own shores.

- Hashem, the ambassador’s valet, accord-
ingly premised to prepare the proper dyes,
and torenovatethisinfidel’shead. Butwhat
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was our astonishment the day after instedd
of seeing him appear under néw colowts,
to observe his'head plastered over: *1th
grease, and thickly ‘cdvéred with'the whiite
dust common to Frahks. ' Wé'¢otild remétk
that the khenna had taken well, and ithat
but for the white dust and grease his'head
would have appeared of a fieryred. Wheh
‘we asked Hashem why he had not pré-
ceeded to finish with the indigo leaf, which
'would have made the whole black, we found
that that drug had lost its quality by the
damp of the sea; and that therefore the
head of the bird-stuffer was doomed to
remam a fixed red.

" It was evident he was much mortified
by this disaster, seeing’ that red hair is
scouted as ‘infamous in his country, add
he appeared particularly so before the kha-
num, in whose eyes he evidently wished to
hold ‘a high station. But luekily for him,
and for us aMl; the land of England: whs
soon after in sight, and iti thid'ew and: -

" teresting object'wétt forgoftét the'miseries
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of our fellow-traveller, and the ridicule of
his crimson locks.

The infidels appesred to hail the first
sight of their country with almost as much
joy as we, and this confirmed us in the
supposition that chance and destiny had
much more to do in our stumbling upon it,
than all the observations, the lines, the
angles, and the large pieces of paper of
their astrologers. It was plain that their
observations (and that was a discovery first
made in great exultation by Mohamed Beg)
did not wholly depend upon their know-
ledge of the heavenly bodies; for upon
throwing a piece of lead into the sea, by
means of a long line, they found thet we
were near the land, and having struck bot-
tom, they knew by the sort of soil which
attached itself to the lead that it must be-
long to England. '

It is evident that much of what we had
heard concerning the dark and dreary cli-
mate of England was true; for when its
coast was first pointed out to ws, instead

VOL. I. : |
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of the bright and. sunshiny mountains. to
whieh our eyes were accustomed in oyr
own country, we here discovered only.a
low line skirting the horizen, -enveloped
by clouds and vapour; and this, we wene
assured, was the seat of the: Franks. ' The
reason then (that which always .appeer:
ed to ms- so inexplicable)! why this rest~
less people should leave their own homes,
and encouriter so many dangers and dif-
ficulties to seek: us out, was at.once ex»
plained. Wie possessed a commodity which
they did net, and. without which the life of
men is-Jittle worth. - Wesaw the sun, and
~ emnjoyed sunshiwe;: they were wise enough
to kuew that this blessing qutweighed every
athér. .. It is.trme the mehmandar endea-
vouredite. explain it otherwise, by saying,
that there existed among. the nations of
Europe interests of an extent and magni-
tude ithat we could notrunderstand, which
made it necessaty for England, one of the
pringipal of those..natioms, to send har
emissaries into'.every quarter of the globe,
Q. .
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however remote. from. hérown immetiate
sphers, to-make friendships, and extend
hericommerce. -

- {Wie, however, would in. no wise listen to
these reasond, hor allow, that any interests
which the nations-of the Franks might
have| ymongst. themselves: could eompeté
with those which agitated our vast, import-
ant, and encient monarchies. < Ag, for int
stance;’ said the embassador to him, “if you
talk of foreign relations, whatwill you com-
paré to oneof our chappows, or predatory ex-
cursions upon a neighbouriag state? The
men, and - women slaves, the camels, the
horses, the mares; arid the sheep, besides the
nrule-loads of heads; which we vi¢toriously
seize and bear: away -on such eoccasions,
are feats indeed, and ‘are net to.be brought
into coipetition with the squabbles of a
few beardless infidels, who write, and nege-
tiate, and talk, and make many words for
months, and sometimes for years, about
the right of a thing, before they come to
blows. '

H2
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¢ And if you talk of domestic concerns,
what are the petty interests of individuals,
who work onlyfor t}l}ml‘xﬁ.ﬂnd theirown
enjoyments, to compare to the labours and
exertiony vfa wiicle Rationatniving 6Qsat-
tumdkitd Pxuidd and-rielesifor aspreat
king, such as ours, whid;"Tiistéad biothnk-
img us for, dnmstrenble;desteemi-ik # great
hokoursthat: Be ddoesonbotassacapb-afi pas
offarings; ahid! ofitiod honrageof dus: Jives
ikt yropentieol |, 1o trrabizod @ aairon
151t whedft vein thiat wehaggmbd ; nothing
weuldwconeinde thoanchniander shat,his
eountrpnmd iisl gowernmentwere.abithe
bestlinettes wortd 3 andihd adwdysl finished
tbydsayaigst Wit titl Horriseb Hagland ;
tylono wyild Fthans Judgzes i ibhy pomrromin reyed s
wndoyourwill zther teHt me. wehinh aref the
appiebt peopis, thé EnglisH oo the Pate
aiumhq 3 ot hennrego s by 3g97 s
cod et wdoT 2 130 ek op 1 tg tasteth
-hs s aw wougyirtuor ¢ dT oedoqsl

avd paoteaboar alosd o doveaile Laaag
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A1ma09 dtevmc S to dlst coy b bat
elsubrahiir 1o 2129000 gatog 9.4t 91s 1o
rn 1iods bﬂéﬁ A'i*‘l‘ﬁﬁ' RO drw i
bas zwodst sdi of 5151100 02 Hsayon
Dhegtegh PlgdwouthssBholofinet imgprasorrupen
169eging av \Eaglishtowne—Riffirewe hetuesh 6%
- ABEEhTRG B ESFIEENES nor s dlowa Lgis
‘LR lenythooatashipdustianchori o ene
ingquired prossenteditorcabe dfl itdmnasn, for
tanate hdar sfpranal deingy lints withontia
moment’s consideration, ‘dewmowpent he
atichor; ahd.oawr destiniés were fixedw sBut
previods toithis; revels -baformows, . op-
Pbaislied 1theishore, weg heltl o conuerse-
tion: with the mhabitantst by meahsioficer-
taiy. fiagk treistod Gn rom¥/ mapts,y swhich
the (captuin:ssurdd the gimbassadoh woesld
in ‘theccotsbrof o fiw herirs (announce: to
the 'king of Englacfl kis asrjvad, sdthppgh
the seat of government from the port-was
distant at least as far as Tehran is from
Ispahan. This contrivance we much ad- -
mired, although we little understood how
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it éould ke put into pradtice, nbtwithedind-
ing the sssurances of Mohumed (Beg, wheo
argubd that the iEnglish wusthhave taken
a hint from:the Persians, fortre broaght'to
our tecollection that -part-bf-our!antiéat
Mstéry Which relates to the doswmfal of
the tyrant Zohuki; that event'having been
_ brouglithbout by fites 6n-thié: topssof mouns
tains; which were to be signalsfors general
risingr-of*the pdople,'and of his delith. - Be
that as-it viray, wé sood fownd !the benefit of
the invention ;for'instead obbeing ebliged
to'remaity on' bodrd for:forty days; as we
were “threatened, ere two had “etapsed the
anstver’ to oy signale ‘was' recsived, and
full permisién ‘gianted ms-to'land, and to
procerd to the foot of the Erglish throne.

- Phis was a happy\day forusindeed, ahd,
without eveh tHinking of asking permission
of otr astrologer, the ambuseador ‘at ence
determiinet! to' leave the ship. He ordered
his “suite' to ptbpare for .the jourmey, to
collect thd bdggage, and not. tr forget -the



CREPEIV.] T RMINBARAS ART 161

stdgdes, brities b pseteq uippges Wia
ariwed. silréelnes) dhdiomsh, (piatols 4n - onn
belts; swaids. lwy: but. aifles) : andrdach-n
speni- 0v1d :ocdmbineom Sin. shoniders we
boldly.descended: the; shipiseide, ard goh
intdshoats) prepased. fer rusi-. | Wetook
affedtionateileave of eir; ftiehds om:bernda
fonalthougje their, businesd was fighting,
toigive and ito receiveblows, yet peace and
guod-will had , matked thsir.conduot, texy
wardsus. . The red-haired trameller.slippad
oo shore under: the, ambaasaedoiia. pratee~
tion, and, acoompanied. by the. youngin-
tarpreter, who now had beceme: eur. meh-
faandar, we at length pusbed fromthe,ship,
whilst the air resounded with . the capion
that.was fired to announceithat eventi ..

. The Circassian,..who hatl: aet; stifed
from her .cornet since.shieliad: fisst esme
on board, escorted. by Mabboob nadiSeid,
went on shiore jn. a separate boatafter the
ambassador’s departure.. ; Iiyring the shent
time: we hiad' passedsamong the Europetins
there was one difference between them
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and -wswhinh, ane venisbkéd-and: wondered
saar sThwsywiiB thbirespeotmod (ddferense
'thay pridate sromienluThesgokden-hiided
khramyuia who ihed beon veus filllovrdgabeen -
ger was idolized by them. She nassoosier
appeared tharpexsry:due arose; and axi.one
-seemnédh 0 thindurof thremssines afanp Hiinigy
elae; 1wotil abe wasaneatad indthe moshme -

asodions mudoagredible. manner. ) Biid dhe
-go onushe;ilbely M wesonothirigrdone
¢itheni by the dffictra con. thel mon -which
hadunobxhetaoom.miem snoteigw: »-Bhe
sme ssab-of athentiosswonld: have stakon
place.tovennsls JBilfedib; whad s she. ahawn
herneliilifen thealthanwm ;. and evemia her
soclmion; nosley passed but inguiriea.weve
made whethenshe had,every thing she:de-
sired; swhethen ther food was.to hen liking,
anddwhethen sy sthing elee conld badone
Aospromote htzhappiness. Theseshiserva-
tions wete confirraeq by, what tapkyplace
Auxing the shott. time we, were, on.doAkd
previonsly to:leading at)Plymouth ; for no
sooner -had the ship cast anchor, than
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Uwohenvagpreachitsinshonts  and avere (per-
snsittedb bo comeonjsoardy: They-were nome
vofishik mddtheadiful, Mtisdraeymbrithe best
- bsedsputai{ill thvey meext treated withpeoper
rdsoosu. 5112 150y v et o ep e e
woSundiissithys thermuore (fruit s ifor-
obilid epyy sthve enncive dtom) dovised ; »arid 80 we
foundsder tolibe: fhes comsesim’ the  seclusion
of the Cirvansiun. i Fherssobtent she ap-
posrgly dishough tmpenetmably seiled, the
wdode populadioncof tinsfishipiwasdin reads-
rtdss to/fouk e henoidtisowelbthat the am-
‘basdadesdill novwitnosathis seone; orelse
Wb s - wratlhs owould ! dve: leor exeited ;
“Hé who vow SBougiv hikisellP reptedenting
royalty mighi uperivnpe 1 have  exdoted the
sitme< koneurs » towmd o vhisoblave abithe
- Auylambf thre Univdrsedtlses xotarde s
‘walioh Wiven ‘they ivetio Aorth klopublio® .
Bub-L questibn whethypy:sucki atesremoany
RILEIBdRv i hak'h HAH IRV IR’ pilacé
" Breartiakiot Himilde, oHIMinigQH# Ho\indd Hppear
* on'tpdin wfrdenthc: IThis dxealted! the avvnd 1

GlS L wowie 1ass e 03 LB -
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as - the ‘cozrouk' hould Mave dseehrafiders’
stood by''the 'infiflels; ite Wittt 1obkinly
upon a woman's meked Yate-isds York#ion
a8 looking’ upon"any oflfer! pikbe’ 6f \pers
mitted fleshr. - B LRSI ek

" Our sensatioﬁwupdl ¥owinks to the'sore
were duch'as we coiteived thebody ofthy
troe belfever migght féét whea seeléingforkid
soul finlds it;' #nd- itk down' o'l etértiity
near & 'tiver of miilk'in"the sevénthi Héaven:
Althoughi evety'thing we suws we whre
convinded; was impere, and defiled by thie
presence of moitdls 'dodMEA!th" dtérmml
fires, still 'ow ‘@i ‘outr heutts open when
we Fazéd dpon grden' fields; fresh flowers,
and ruiing water !’ ‘Tndéeed patihes here
and ‘there werd quité &s-'preest- dsthe
greeri of-Persia. ' Theé - nutnérddy: Houses
attracted‘all our atténtion, alt-painted and
ornamented #§ if tHey Had bebn iprepated
for the'réception of the shish. Wielarided
amnidst aty immense crowd' quité-as-curious
and as ahxiods o sce ‘uk as thé pedple-of

[ XY A
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Iran had been to a¢e the inglish embassy
whan.it:came into, Persin.. But.there:ap-.
peared. $0.ns.a. total .want. of police ;. ne
JSorashas with sticks o, keep the mob at a
distance; not a blow was struckj not a foot
tasgedap... Had the English been loughed
atqfor,. having.ine beards.as. much, as.we
wese, for .haging them, there wonld, have.
been-no. and. to. the: stripeg inflicted ;- but
not. a-thing was.done either tp.contral the
looks or. words .of theinfidals, wad they
laugher iag much . at.theix.e3se, ag if, thexe
wag.no retribmtion .at hand. . .

+ The mehmandar had provided mmagﬁs
to take ua tathe caxavanserqi; a speeies of
canveyance completely new ;. for glthough
we had seen the Turkish arabahs,at Cons
stantinople, yet, they were nothing.tp cam-
pare :to what we saw here. - We .were

- driven off at a rate that.almost tnok away
our hreaths; and before we conld well as-
certaim into. what:sort of 2 machine we had
been.inserted, and how it was that.we were
carried away with such amazing velocity,
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wiebwere lapléd catythe1deeniefushes cirer

vanpaski.o.ve asilt wslowp J189qqs bl - w
When the mehmandar hadidadkedotaruis

of a1¢tiravanasraijuwbseshiteiydd: thilt we
shewdd dee thbuilding dpev sodenery sam
anddbbistowhov mighé /cloosgsto swalkoin,
s tgheo pssessnn1bfs whatevenaromoar
stable! that maight, be:nvacenty vwithens
bdinglnmdénsaty ebligation daseeptdsihe
piowd: Sdutdert of ity1sobobvwhads waso ARy
astonithmeent, whewwealightediatithedoor
bfiadspule,intssiel gatelof -which - stead
eviokabdedondinet s vod) Eramkel without
theirovatgmud vtwh; or, thrieer women Ein-
bialealy vadli deailynéd sxeesive (38, aiwh W0,
Phacing themselvos ik soth of) PIPELESIAN,
produded:thenumsbassmdar untiliheyrenthed
% ldoomi+ilted! wp, mithqJookingrglesses,
antl whrvounded by snasys ecnirizancssitep
ndiKereus! hew ~to wemtion. Hao aek-
wmandar then téld s thdt: dhis waa:tebhe
dur habitution for shepresent jandadged,
shad-whenever. wo - wanted: ang-thing;we
hudietiyto pell a sting peddang from the
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wally whénielaved reaidyito nliey:ounond s
would appear, quicker than even.thegins

didtdMlddibsd 1sbusardom sils god N
s Albthis bewildeved ounsanses.y ; Hers we
svigre (ouchotseowhigeino ixhah sof Bhrsi,
_ sinod) the «dayeoofl Noaghirvar ,conldihaxe
BeolloRbtIevels dr aldrewme-dittpdoips with
ot fuxairies ¢than deghied out laégest
palavesyowith. cwividoide glezed Lwith the
puress glabolowitRicargetdofmichibittlean .
vounylthatberaryionerwatkediowen themyin
their sHoed-w~with walloBeantifislly phinted
Heowtitly chioes ehoughito 'seatiallshd elders
off Teltvain yincsh oot withsubly ingomvenient
abunhdanecesthavidwas dengbeforéavelaguld
Helganvingeth todook wponlit as the abode
fi ke sipathiders & A aidowey S ladien,
hevagntedhobpitalityof theBest;,if, this
9! the wam dve styamgeryis beteined: hy the
Huropesd!” Butiwhat wes atilk moreexira-
stdinaty, welhark denaniniend iny this aipte, of
duprisd uot aufew quitintes, vvhen i came
wifajmfdeed dabghter of Englandy asking
ud throughs:the) mebmandas, whetheriwe
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should like €0 * aee our bheds;™ at Ipast s0
we understood her. We knawof no other
beds.than those which we eairied about.
and "spread on the floor, amd -therefore .
we-gll willingly -pressed, forwards to the
sight; and here our wonder was agaim:
excited, - The shah’s throne, on which.he
sita to:administer justice, and tomake the
two extremities of the world tremble, was
not -mede magnificant than the. hed. in-
tended for the ambassador. . It.must have
been constructed .upor the madel of the
fantous ' .peacock. thrope of the, Moguls.
Upon four pillarsof curiously wrought woad
was raiged & canopy -of rich studs, from
which..were suspended curtains.as ample
as those which screen -the great hall of
Tehran: The seat was overlaid with the
softest and mest uxuriant mattresses, and
pillows. to- recline upon were raised.one
abowne the otherin heaps. . Here our moon-~
faced conductress proposed. that the am-.
bassador should pass the night; and the.
invitation, aa may be expected, was greedily
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accepted ; an event to wivich sheappered
perfectly hceustomed, inasmuch as-it'wan
settled without the 'ledst indiation’ of &
smilé or 'a ‘blush on her pert: . % Alall
thére is but one! Adh  exclaimbd’ Mérza
Fitouz;-‘ I am in a state of armarembnt:
To'eat dirt is one thing; but to eat it after
this fashior is ancther: - If-pollution did
not meet us in the face 'at every tom, I
should say that our fortume ‘is on the rise;
and that dur star is labouting thaxd m our
service. ‘We have not orily thetrepose of
paradise made ready for us, but:alss:the
houris thereof awaitmg our pleasare.’

Of a sudden a great sensation appeared .
t6 be made in the caravanserai, and :the
ainbassador was informed-that the Girdas-
sian was arrived. The infidels, till treat-'
ing her with the same -attentionb: that we-
had remarked on board ship, were bringing
her straight to:Mirza Fivouz, when they
wete prevented: by the sagacity of Seid
and' Mahboob. Nbt one ‘of tliem vould
underutdnd /that’ she was only a-ulave;
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the mehwandarhémiselfy whén be reablisd
Englavd, ssomed to takie part with-his ewn'
odivmitpyreniin paying shier ' respent: that
wap Motvher hue. - Where stiad} we:put-the
lady 1" said he to the ambassador.—* Lady,
indeed ¥ snid Mikza Firouz; ¢ what words:
are ithese?. You know better'thakr I'that
she ismo lady: that sheisonlya poosstave ;
andy; therefort,-for-the love of:Ab, do net
allow . ber: to be-4veated :as:a-lady. Give
her a corner, and there let her sit.’

The curiosity which she seemed to ex-
cite among the English jwas beyond any
thing we could have conceived—it far ex-
ceeded theircuriosity to see us; foralthough
nothing could be greater than the contrast
between our hairy chins and their smooth
faces, yet they seemed entirely to forget
usin their desire to see her. They thronged
‘the house from morning to night, watch-
ing the windows of the room which she
was said to inhabit. Not satisfied with
looking, they made strange noises in their
language, which none of us could under-
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stand¢and, what, wis.mene extraondinary, .
thexe was:a painier mady to,deaw Wer par-|
troit theqeoment she sheuld show; herself..
‘I mlaves are thus.toeated in this donntey,’
saitlaie, © mbat.ahappy lot must attend the.
winea!’ - Indeed, if ita welki abont withaut
awtinheh, to leave their facés exposed to
therghzeof men, and.to be.adloyred the free
userof their eyes.and semgues, he happiness,

tha Bnglish. women pumnm insa sAprems
degree Y B (ORI LT TP TN IR SRR
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e 'u,’ A o ! o \'ll' gt e
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R ! CHAPTER XV

IERRE oM
Tid nmbexsador is m:lied by the governow- of Ply-'

-mowth—He dines,:and- gw o bed, but cannet
Y N T

Mtnu Prrovz was much mortified that
no perseh, great or small, had been seht
by the government to meet him at his land-
ing. No one had said the khosh amedeed,
%you arewelcome,’ to him, which a Persian
says even to a Jew when he has passed
his threshold ; much less had any one-in-
quired whether his brains were in good
order, -or whether his spirits- were well
wound up. . The istakbal, that commonest
of cetemonies, which is always performed in
Persia towards a stranger, was here totally
omitted} and when we recollected' with
what honours-and attentions all English
ambassadors had been received by us, we
unanimously exelaimed at 'the want of
Hospitality which. marked our reception,
and: yegretted our ever having left our own
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.country. We fell tooth and nail upon:
the mehmandar, uttering loud complaints
against his government ;, but he excused
himself by saying, that thecustoms of Eng-
land and Persia were: differents -and thit
he‘hoped, - if we would“have ‘patienve, Wwe
should soon find that what was ‘omitted in
empty words and eomplimentsiwould be
fully made up in substantial comfort..: '

-However, we had net long beeryinstalled
in the caravanserai beforesthe ambdssador
was wiited upon by the governor of the
city. He came unattended by any suite.
He bhad no led horses, no running foots
men before him, no pipe+bearérs, no shoes
holders, no -ferashes ' to .¢lear' the rdad:
with sticks; but'he walked in: with .his
hat m his hand, ahd, without in-the least
seeming to think where. he was to sit}
placed: himself in the firdt.chair that'was
at hand. ' The ambassador, who:'is ‘dik
courtesy-and politeness, 4nd who: ander
stands, perfeétly how high up - the:room:
every man is entitled to, was quite shocked.
at seeing th¢ governor in a place only gdod
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enpughlorakedkipda *,ane: aften mucinens
trepky, persuaded. him toisit on the godecriext
toishim,. - Indaed, . if: the meliendaniimd
not.told. us-that this was the gomeyrondwe
should haxe taken him.fon hittie stten than
afakin:-and althongh we weve;gastuzed: thilk
hei wés 8100mmnandes reof manyrships) aida
lign .in the fight; yet he was so visy/dwoell
in person cand. sb wery quist inipaiinbs, that
it required.all purimaginatioh-to comminde
owrnelvesjof his guestness. .. Hetwastmones
aver gevensy yeds obst- 1 butiusopo
,'Thiebeing thefirst efficor oficongeghenca
whom wethad sesn-ist England; theanvhas-
sadon thonghd it right, ifon aundntenests)/te
protuce. as: favournhle: hn,. \wopression @k
_possible on hisming, snd decordinglyipas
intp practice all those sstentions. amd well+
ey apeeches ! of which he 4 s smiimently
the. master,., Aften herhad ingwired: thoes
times oyer. whether. hig headthi wasrgeod,
his. breina right, and;his, spirits mipy.he
et i eoer fieetn end i witd o
% A, budiskods:isthe prindpek bfficer of u. perishy
or a village.
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turnbad sound: toame” ahd' the mebarddr,
andiguick; (Pruise-be te God, the:gowwnor
halfasbyoathkstherd it not’hisdqualin'the
fightipherecadl abrourplished ; he iv apetson;
msdhiortjagon whom. one’s syes like'tolook<
Wikt arechappy to have met ‘with such an
miividarpllorvour-fitst landing s it forebodes
#oodkluek/; our fortwnes are on:the!rise; :the
kirig ofi(Eagland,; it iy evideis, is u praee
of great  wisdom,: to: have chosén sucli
manicfeshidl represoutative.' ' By / beiwg
acquainted with such like pbseons :the
friendshipoofiothe ibwo -Goutrtries <will ibe
easagnsed)’ ahd' the Persiavs ‘and English
wdll- henouforth oall bach tthér dwethets.’
The mehmpmdar having) as it appeavedoty
a8(iu! gix: words 'interpreted thiey alli thae
thie ‘alnbassador got in ansvher -was; * Oh¥
Howowhut be hadrtoisay 'cduld-have Detin
thngirh 3mto so shert d woid, wo have still
tbdearms  Thibant bussad ov whited for some
tithecfor an aaswer td this epesclyivnd was
curling up his mustaches, and smoothing
hisrbeard, inithe hopesof:anoequivalent

b



166 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. %V.

return of compliment, when the goveraer
broke:a long silence hy remarking that. it
wasa fine day ; not meaning, as we should
have said in Persia, that the sun: shone
because of the joyfal event.of the ambase
sador’s arrival, but that it really was fine,
end did not rain.. We all looked :at.each
other, and -as soon .as he had taken his
leave, and when the mehmandar had also
left us, we gave full vent to our feelings.
* Did you ever-see such en ass?’ exclaimed
oae. 1« < A govemmor indeed ! a Persian dog
wolldmakea better,’ said another. ¢ Praise
be 1to.God,” said athird, ¢ where are the
Franks, and where:the Persians? A Per.
sian camel~dtiver would speak better than
this infidelii Then we all fell to praising
the wit and-the: eloquence of our ambas«
andory who indeed had-excelled himself on
this eccnsion,.considering the poor subject
hefore\wltoni-lve. had made his first display.
We sead, of.« truth: the shah has chosen a
man whe will .make his_face white in this
foreign. land ; and .one who will give.the
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infidels a proper specimen of Persia’s su-
periority.over every other. Qur assurances
in Bome measure soothed his displeasure at
the treatment which he had hitherto re-
eeived; and 'we consoled ourselves by the
reflection, that it would beas unfair to judge
of -the whele of .the Persian people by the
Arnb- sheikh who governs Bushire, as it
would be to judge of the Bnglish by the
governor of Plymouth.

. ‘Fhe dinner at the caravanserai was servad
up very mueh in the same fashion as it had
beex on board our ship; -but our astonish-
ment never -ceased when we saw all the
sitver and rich ornaments that.weve dis-
played on our table. ¢ Can this be-a cara-
vanserai,” said we, ¢ or is: this a deception
practised upon us? We are lucky if at &
caravanserai in Persia we find a poorwretch
of a bagal at the gate, to sell us-a loaf and
anonion ; but hereare the riches of a. Hatem
Tas.... The mehmandar assured us that- it
was a.caravanserai, and nothinyg but a ctra-
vauseral; and at every town in Englaud we
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should find, not only one, but several such
as this, and in many instances much better,
and more magnificent. However, there
was one little secret which having ex:
plained, he materially diminished our sa-
tisfaction, and made us doubt after all
whether our own ruined buildifgs were not
better, and that was, thatat the v‘vinding up,
and when on the point of departure, a cer-
tain little thing called a  bill” was brought,
inwhichevery mouthful eaten, every candle
expended, and every glass broken, were
carefully registered ; and that the amount
was instantly paid, without even an appeal
to the cazi, or a general cry of justice and
no justice, or else the stranger’s goods
were seized, or perhaps his person put into
prison. '

Our time passed on rather slowly and
dull enough until the hour of bed. We
amused ourselves principally in pulling
the strings which hung near the fire-place,
to try whether such a ceremony would ac-
- tually producethe appearance of the slaves,
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or servants,, of the caravanserai; and sure
enough they came, and tired enough they
seemed. to. be; until at length our pulling
had no fasther effect; and the charm we
supposed was broken by too frequent a re-
petition of it. But when we were fairly
tired and sleepy, the round-faced maiden,
whom we had seen in the morning, again
made her appearance, with a lighted can-
dle in her hand, and invited the ambassa-
dor to repose, to which he willingly as-
sented. This was the signal for a geperal
departure, and we each of us were then
inserted into a well covered throne, gs be-
fore described. 't
The night was passing on very, succesg-
fully, when L was awoke by the amlia.ssg-
dor’s voice somewhere in the house, . I
got up as well as I could in the dark, and
-foand him apparently in great distwess,
walking- about in dishabille, followed .by
the‘'master apd. mistress of the caravapserai
and,pll their. servants. The parties could
not,mndemtand - each. other. The, ipfidels

VOL. I. I
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were lookmg quite aghast, wondering what
the ambassador could mean ; whilst he was
venting his rage in a stramge mixture of
Persian: and English words. ‘As soon as
he perceived me, he exclaimed, ‘1’h dead,
I’'m dead; they have killed me! :May their
houses be bankrupt; may they all. go to
Jehanum!” . Upon inquiry it ‘was found
that the people of the ccaravanserai, con-
eeiving we must always be cold because
we.came from a hot climate, had so heaped
the ambassador’s bed with coverings, that
no sooner had he gotin amongst them than
he began to smother. 'He escaped as if
from certain death, and taking refuge in
the passage, by his noise and-exclamations
gathered around him all the caravanserai.
Having rdlieved his misery, we again re-
tired to our beds; but our wonder never
ceased when we saw--how constantly and
unconcernedly the infidel ‘females mixed
with ‘the males, and with what little con~
cern the men saw their wives and daughters
waiting upon us, and performing all the
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offices which we can only command within
our harems. On. this oceasion we. dis-
covered that there could be no distinction
between men’s and women’s apartments
im an English house, as there is in a Per-
siang fot'had that been the case, their in-
habitants could net all have risen so much
with one aecord. ‘The women certainly did
not look as attractive as during the day, for
their fates. were: encivcled -with small bits
of paper, which we took for talismans
placed there either to guard their beauty,
to keep off the evil eye, or to charm away
wrinkles and whiskers.

We were sadly off for our ablutions, for
water was. to be found in every place except
where we wanted it. In a small room into
which we were shown, it was made to rush
in and disappear as if by magic, in a much
more extraordinary manner than through
the pipes of our fountains. This attracted
the notice of the idle jelowdars and stable-.
boys; and when they wanted something to
amuse them and pass away the time, they

12
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found it in making the waters play in this
place;tothe grea:t annoyance of the Franks.
If contrivances so ingenious as this existed
in Persia, instead of being confined to a
small dark chamber, they would be placed
before the shah in.broad daylight, and the
contriver clothed with a dress of honour.
To say the truth, we frequently determined
in our discusgions with each other, that the
English rendered complicated that which
was intended by nature to be very simple.

a
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CHAPTER XVI.

The ambassador procebds on his journey.—Novelty
of stage ‘coaches %o Pervians.—Hajji Baba's re-
marks upon English travelling.

Tue mehmandar now itformed us that
we were to make preparations for our
journey to thé capital. 'Our chief was
somewhat startled at this, for hé expected
that some Frank of consequence would
have been sent from the foot of the throne
to conduct him to London; and that, wait-
ing his arrival, he might have had time to
enjoy the sweets of repose after his long
voyage. He also expected that an arrange-
ment, similar to that made in our own coun-
try on the passage of an ambassador, or a
stranger of consequence, would have been
made here, whereby we should be much
advantaged; for well did we recollect
how the last English embassy, on its jour-
ney through Persia, had enriched them-
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selves by the provisions collectéd' froth the
towns and villages through wHidh it padsed.
We also recollected how many of the fith-
ful had been made to suffer 6ut of bothpti-
ment to the infidéls; ard' we cditemiplatdd
the enjoyment of retaltatirig'ol'thé feet'vf
the English farmers some df thé Bastindd des
which had ‘been ififfitted ‘on'the Petsihn
rayats. Butall our dréanis vanishéd when
the rnehmandar told‘us, thdt-on'tHe next
day, shortly' aftér mortiing prayer, a coachs
was to contuct us to 'the’ foot of'the
throne. " "Heé ‘warnéd us' to be ready at &
pai'ticula:t'-ﬁohf;'fo% he' agsured us, that
which we c(')uld Scktcely’ bélieve, that such’
was the despotic nature of the men who
drove these coaches, that they tvould not
wait any man’s pleasure, not even for their
own shah, did he happen to require the
delay of an hour or two. And-the fact
proved his 'words true, for on the following
morning, when we had scarcely done comb-
ing our beards, and before we had settled
the direction of the kebleh, preparatory to
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owr prayers, we, were alarmed by the ap-
pearance of the mehmandar, who, in the
greatest haste,, ordered us to hurry to the
copch,. for not a.moment was to.be lost.
" Byt what is the haste,’ rejoined I, “in the
pame- pf the blessed Hussein? Have we
not.all the day, before us? The sunis nqt sp
hqt here as in our country, requiring us to
leaye our resting-place so early.!—‘ We
have nothing to do with the heat of the
sun,” answered ,the mehmandar ; . time is,
not. thrown away here; every minute is of
congequence.—* But. who threws away
time? exclaimed Mohamed Beg, still.on
his knegs, and repeating his ¢ God forgive
me,” between his lips. ° Is it throwing
away time to say one’s prayers? Our
blessed Mahomed—’" ¢ Man!" exclaimed
the mehmandar, ¢ what does the coachman
care for your blessed Mahomed?” Of a
sudden the sound of a horn was heard, like
that used at our hot baths to call the wo-
men to bathe, and this, we were informed,
was the last stage of the coachman’s impa-
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tience. This was succeeded by the voice
of the ambassador lilxmself, who roared out,
¢ Ah ye unsainted men! Ah ye children
of burned fathers! why) do ye delay? Do
ye not perceive that the Franks are wait-
ing? Arm yourselves and be mounted.’
Upon which, without saying a word more,
we girded our loins, put on our swords,
thrust our pistols into our waists, tied on
our cartouche boxes, seized our long car-
bines, and putting our proper leg foremost
on crossing the threshold, saying the bis-
millah, we left the caravanserai, and sallied
into the street.

Our chief called to me, and said that I
was to proceed with him; that Seid, Mah-
boob, and the Circassian were to do the
same; but enjoined me to see the others
off without delay. The mehmandar, hav-
ing inserted four into the inside of the
coach, was proceeding to put in a fifth,
when he was stopped by loud cries. ‘In
the name of Ali, by the soul of your
father, there is no more room; we shall
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die.” The more the mehmandar entreated,
the more they showed resistance. They
had seated themselves most agreeably on .
their heels, after our fashion, and every
corner was occupied. At length, by main
force, the mehmandar threw in a Frank
who was to accompany them to London,
shut the door upon them, hoisted Hassan,
the cook, and Feridoon, the barber, on the
top of all, and, before we could say ¢ God
be with you,’ they set off hke an arrow shot
out of a bow. I had never seen any thing
so wonderful since I was born. Hassan
and Feridoon both, in the face of all man~
kind, were each of them seated by an un-
veiled daughter of the Franks, who little
seemed to care for the actual touch of men
acknowledging a different faith to their
own. )

The most extraordinary feature of the
character of the English is, that they seem
to look upon nothing as impure. They
will touch a Jew as soon as one of their
own tribe, apd require no extraordinary

14
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ablution after it. But nothing in fact
ought to surprise us on that head, when
we reflect that the unclean beast is: che-
rished and eaten by the'kings, letds, and
commons of all the dlﬁ'e;rent natmns of
Frangistan. :
The ambassador followed in an hour
after, accompanied by the mehmandar and
myself in one carriage, hnd by the Circas-
sian and her two attendants in another. I
never enjoyed any thing so much as this
mode of conveyance. In this the English
certainly are superior to the Persians ; for
although our takhieravan is very agreeable
in its way, yet nothing can exceed the ease
and convenience of the carriage. In the
takhteravan, when the mules take to trot-
ting, or when the one proceeds willingly
and the other refuses to go except by beat-
ing, the sufferer in the cage between both
undergoes strange motions; but in the car-
riage all is agreeable. It is so easy a
motion that one might go through one’s
prayers in it, smoke one’s kalioun, or eat
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one’s dinner. Weat first found it attended
wiAh.the great inconvenience of want of air.
Bycertain pplleysglasses aredrawn up; but
not beingiable to put them down again, we
werg pearly stifled, until an infidel showed
us the secret of the contrivance. I question
whether carriages would ever become of
general usein Persia ; for, after all, what is
there ljke the horse for the conveyance of
man? It isthe unjversal use of this animal
that makes the Persian what he is, namely,
active and enterprising ; whilsf the Frank,
casried aboutin his carriage, takes the place
which our women would occupy, and de-
bages his manhood seated on soft cushions,
sheltexed from heat and cold, instead of
bestriding -2 hard saddle, exposed to and
hardened by. the vicissitudes of weather.
.We .travelled throtigh a country, the
whole of which was hetter watered and
kept, than either the gardens of the Takht
Kajar at Tehran, or the eight paradises of
Ispahan.  Not a stone was to be seen on
theroad. We supposed that the gins and
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peris kept it clean; for, excepting when
the shah makes his entry into one of our
cities, when the people are turned out to
heap up the highway at his approach, we
had never seen any thing so well prepared.
We frequently asked each other whether
this had been done by way of preparation
for the ambassador’s arrival ; but the meh-
mandar assured us that it was the same all
over England; and at length we believed it,
particularly when we remarked that our
passage through the country created no
greater sensation than if a string of camels
were crossing the desert; and that if peo-
ple did look at us, instead of bowing the
head to the earth, as we had been ordered
to do to the English embassy in Persia,
they only laughed and pointed the finger.

We travelled all the first day, and rested
at night in a caravanserai, superior to the
one at Plymouth. What was our surprise
to find that we had proceeded above thirty
parasangs; a distance which, in our country,
would have taken us three or four.days to
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perform! Here was neither loading nor
unloading of mules, no sore backs of horses -
to complain of, no yakhdans, no pots and
~ pans, no cookery to perform, no cook to
carry; all seemed prepared at a moment’s
notice, as if the shah himself had been ex-
pected; as if the country had been laid
under contribution months beforehand.
We were agreed, that had Ismael Beg
Telai, the Golden Ismael as he is called,
the shah’s favourite, had he, provided with
the most absolute firman that was ever
issued, been sent in advance to Ispahan,
the most abundant city in Persia, to accu-
mulate provisions, and to prepare for the
arrival of the king of kings, he never could
have performed what we saw done with the
most extraordinary ease, unexpected as we
evidently were, in our passage through Eng-
land. The moment our carriages appeared,
agif they had had prophets and star-gazers
amongst them to warn them of our arrival,
every body was in motion to be of use to
us, They all appeared to know as well as
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ourselves what we wanted, and every thing
was donewithout ourspeaking a word. Who
has ever seen a caravan depart in Persia, or
even a-string of mules loaded,: withous a
- thousand uplifted voites being heard «im
universal wrangles. ¢ justice!’ f no justice
being banded from miouth to mouth) as
quick as blows falling on the feleh?  But
here, as Ali is my witness, not.a word was
spoken; the hoses appeared to run of their
own accord to :the carriages, ready amd.
an¥%ious to be hamessed. Fhe.drivera
were all dressed, whip in hand, and befone
I could have counted my beads we were
on the road again. And when we reached
the caravanserai, instead of witnessing, as
we frequently do in Persia, a general battle
between servants and masters, cooks and
mule-drivers, where each one is to pass the:
night, some seizing upon one reom, séme-
upon another; here, on the contrary, the
most astonishing order prevailed. Each
new comer is paraded in procession to an
apartment, which is as much his own as if
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he had resided in it twenty years, where he
find§ a fire provided for him, and where
strings, ready for his pulling, ring corre-
sponding héllé, and produce correspond-
ing waiters; and where the more noise he
makes, the more trouble he creates, the
more the owners of the caravanserai appear
to be pleased. When a dinner is ordered,
it is wonderful to observe what alacrity
and stir are created throughowt the house;
whilst we in Persia, after a long day’s
march, are happy te get ‘our' pillau with-
-out the previous necessity of beating our
cook. But, at'the same time, I must ob-
serve, as sure as might succeeds the day,
never did we touch a morsel-—never did
we go to the right or to the left—never
did we leave the caravanserai, without that
inevitable consequence of all things in
England, to wit, a bill.

¢
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CHAPTER XVII.
They reach Bath, and approach ¢he-capital.—Hajji
Baba describes the sensations of the ambassador
atan Eng;lph reception.

t L beoa

TuE next day we travelled as many pa-
rasangs as'the ddy before,’ with' the same
ease and comfoit) passing several large
towns, atd seeing sights s6 strarge and
novel, that it would require the pens of
all the mirzas in the shah’s gate to record
them. We stopt at one city, in particular,
to see what appears to be very uncom-
mon among the Franks, namely, a bath.
The city itself is called Hummum, or Bath;
and strange enough it appeared to us,
that so much consequence should be made
of that which no Persian village is with-
out; which exists in almost every street
in our cities, and which is the neces-
sary appertenance of every Persian gen-
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" tleman’s house. But the secret of the con-
sequence given to this place was, that the
waters here, like those of Broussa, near
Stamboul, are medicinal; and we were
highly amused at the contrivances put into
practice to restore the sufferers to health.
The ambassador complained of .a pain in
his shoulder, and the Frank who showed
us the establishment drew out a brush
made of the, bristles of the unclean beast,
which he assured us would, if well rubbed
over the part, produce instant relief. We
recoiled from the sight of this instrument
as if we had seen a snake. The in-
fidel then invited us to walk into a pool
where many Franks, both men and wo-
men, were taking their pleasure; but we
had had pollution enough for once by the
sight of the brush, and positively refused
to accede to his entreaties.

The sight of the baths led to an ani-
mated dispute with the mehmandar, upon
the subject of cleanliness. We asserted



186 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. XVI1.

that the Persians were: the cleanest peeple
on darth, and the Franks necessarily.the
dirtiest. I said, %You, English, fop. in~
stance, scareely. ever use e bath...(You
wash your hands-and faee; and then think.
yourselves clean;. whereas the commonest:
man in Persia never passes a week;and the
man of any consequence scarcely'a -ddy,
without washing their whole. persons:’ .. ..\

‘ That may be.the case,’ said the. mehr
mandar, ¢ but the cleanliness exists. only.
. a8 long as you are in the water; the mo-.
ment you are out of .it you xeturn to your
shirts worn for weeks before; to your trows-,
gers, which pasa from father to son; and
to your sheepskin cloaks,. that go through.
whole.generations... We.change our linen
daily; the poorest man is clean from head
to foot once in the week at least,”

‘What is the use of :his cleanliness in
dress,’ said I, ¢ when he defiles his inside
by eating swine’s flesh? By-the blessed
Mahomed ! twenty years of double prayers,
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when we return to Persia, will not purify
us fromi- the contaminations we are hkety
to:catch during our'sthy ainong you.”

* *Do ot throw -away your words in pre-
nature talk ! faid he; ‘you will eat swihre’s
flesh, without kcruple, believe me; 'before
you have done with us.” -

‘He almiost made me sick with the very
thought: of such abomination; and being
once more installed im dur cerviapes, we
continued our roid towards thetfoot of the
Engtish throne. AR

Upon arriving at our restmg-p(lace at
night, the ambassador was met by two
mirzas, from the gate of the English shah,
with ‘ carriages, ‘and two rdyal chappets,
or cotriers, who were ordered to' prepate
every thing for his accommodation; and
accordingly they had spread a table with
all sorts of meats, fituits, and sherbets, to
which they invited us to sit the moment
the ambassador had alighted from his car-
riage. We saw that this dawn of attention
from the king of the country was pleasing
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to the ambassador; and we anticipated
the Istakbal that would meet us the next
morning ; for we weére informed that we
were only ten parasangs from the city,
and that we should certainl} enter it be-
fore the muezzins could call the noon-day
prayer. This put us all into good humour.
The ambassador consulted with Seid what
caba he should wear on the occasion, what
shawl he should wind round his cap, and -
ordered his diamond-hilted dagger to be
got in readiness. I had remarked on many
occasions that our dark faces and black
eyes were not displeasing to the fair daugh-
ters of England; and therefore I merely
put on a clean shirt, which I had also re-
marked was a great passport to an English-
man’s approbation. I tightened my waist,
whilst I expanded my shoulders to their
fullest extent by putting on my broad-
sleeved tekmeh. We all took care to curl
the zulfs behind our ears. Seid shaved
the ambassador’s head; I left mine un-
shorn till we should meet Feridoon the
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barber. The Circassian was veiled closer
than ever; and although we had no astro-
loger with us to ascertain a foxtunate hour
for entering the city, yet as the ambassa-
dor had-had # good omen the eyening be-
fore, wa.were satisfied that our good for-
tune was.onthe ascent.

‘We entered the carriages prepared for
us with considerable emotion, considering
what an important event entering a city
under our circumstances must always be,
and fully prepared to do justice to the
dignity of our shah by the manner in which
it was the ambassador’s intention to re-
ceive the Istakbal, which we made no
doubt was preparing to receive him. The
mirzas accompanied the ambassador in
the same carriage, and we remarked to
them in what a different manner Persians
approach a city, on occasions of ceremony,
to what appeared to be usual here. It
was the custom amongst us, we assured
them, to move very -slow; much cere-
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mony, and many complimentary speeches
were made; we sthoked on the road; our
shatirs, or running footmen, preceded our
horses, and, on the entrance of an am-
bassador, the stick was abundantly ad-
ministered to-the crowd, m order to call
forth admiration at the vigilance of the
police, and to shew the king’s. autherity.
Sometimes, when terror was to be struck,
the city gates were ormamented by ample
portions of human bodies, and heads were
laid in heaps before the royal palace. But
here we remarked. that it was exactly the
contrary. The infidels who were driving
our carriages galloped .their horses more
like cavalry making a charge against am
enemy, than like men conducting the re-
presentative .of the shadow of Allah upon
earth.

As we approached the city we remarked
that, in many parts, the walls were painted
in white characters, evidently after the
manner of our country, and no doubt for
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the same holy purposes. .1 copied several
such . inscriptions, and hoarded them up
with -much care, to introduce them in my

speech, when I.should be able to express

nryself with: sufficient ease in English *,

. ‘We were now told that we were only
about thyea parasangs from the foot of the
throme ; and in propertion as that distance
diminished, the stir on the road increased.
It appeared, from the immense number of
people who were whirling by in coaches,
and conveyances. of every description, that
the population of the city must -have been
apprised of -our apprbach;. for well did I
recollect, on the day that.the last em-
bassy from the shah of England reached
Ispahan, when all its inhabitants were
ordered out to meet it, that some of the

* The words yg ali! how! hak!.ya allah! e’
frequently painted on the walls of the Persian
mosques, and even houses. What Hajji Baba re-
marked here must evidently aliude to the compe-
titord in blacking, and to the pertinacious Eady.
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mestaeinions werestorbe. seen as the head
of itlybgrant mass, evom before ithe entraince
ofithe Agzaandeseh, -or the ehousand- axtes:
Bufistiklaf wnshxiraondsnaryithat noipro-
per notice was taken of us ; for if perchimoe
we wergidisgawened jm aur tegidicennse; it
was only. ta: pambslonta-lengh;or .tothoot
ablus; Me istriimed’ all:aur eysr:in the
dinestiontupon mhich.we wiére procesding,
whon); under a14higk liyellow vapount we
sty wihiat was avidemthy an.immeensa: citys
ang, now,: the apbassrdor: began ! to »leek:
abqut bim, for- the. grand: deputation, : We
perpeived no: troops; mek uny horeemen
rupming: to and fro with: anxious looks.
The\$we British mirses sat unmoved; but
the Jﬁ*md‘r’ .’WhOy ﬁ'onhaving seen
owr ¢oupiry, gwessed what was. passing: in
the ambagsador’a mind, said that he hoped
we. should new soon come to am' énd: of
our jowzney ; and that then the ambassador
would be, convinced of the desire of the
English nation to make his stay happy.
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¢ And is it the custom of your country,’
exclaimed Mirza Firouz, ¢ to smuggle an
ambassador into the seat of your govern-
ment, as if he were a bale of prohibited
goods?’

The principal mirza, through the meh-
mandar, then assured the ambassador that
it was not an English custom to send de-
putations on the road; but that he would
not fail to receive all the attentions due to
his high rank, as soon as he had reached the
house which had been prepared fot him. -
- “If such be your custom,’ said our chief,
“by the head of the shah, believe me, it is
a bad custom. Go to Persia—learn man-
ners there. The ceremony of Istakdals is
as old as Jemsheed. After all, there is
some difference between the entry of an
.ambassador and that of an old woman, al-
though they must be the same in your esti-
mation, since the one seems to produce as
little sensation as the other.’” Then turn-
ing to me, he said, * Hajji, by my soul, if

VOL. I. K
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I had known, when I received my dismissal
from the shah’s presence, that I was to
travel all this way, to encounter the waves
and storms of the sea, to live with infidels,
" to be rubbed with a swine’s brush, in short,
to devour more abomination than ever fell
to the lot of any one true believer, I would
rather have shaved my beard, and lived in
a corner all my life with ashes on my head.
Ah! Mirza Sheffi! Mirza Sheffi!” exclaimed
he; ¢ you old unsainted vizier! this is all
your doing. IfIdo not defile your grave,
and that of the whole of your ancestry, be-
fore I.die, then my name is not Mirza
Firouz.’ -
The two English mirzas sat mute with
astonishment at the volubility which all at
once possessed the ambassador’s tongue.
They mildly pointed to a beautiful garden,
through which we were driving, saying,
< this is one of our public walks, and one

of our places of amusement.’
* Shut up the windows,’ roared Mirza
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Firouz; ‘ nobody shall see nie so disgraced.-
I, who am ordered to make the shah’s face
white in this foreign land—1, who am the
first'ambassadot wliom the shah has ever
despatched hither, to be treated with as
little ceremony as an ass-load of old rags
would be in Persia! 1t is a disgrace not
to be borne.’

We continued to whirl along with un-
equalled rapidity, and, with the glasses up,
we streamed from every pore. Nothing was
to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and
the mehmandar talked earnestly to eaclf
other. The mehmandar endeavoured all he
could to explain away whatso much grieved
the ambassador; but all conversation was
atan end by the new sort of noise which the
carriage made upon entering the body of
the city. We caught only rapid glimpses
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too
numerous to be described at this moment,
and at length stopped at a door, sitnated
between several other doors of exactly the

x2
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same dimensions ;- and there, to our joy and
amazement, we beheld our countrymen,
“whom three days before we left at Ply-
mouth, and w'hom, to say the truth, we ex-
pected never torsee again, S

W » w.t ady )y LR

o b wp o Mt



CHAP. XVIII,]  HAJJI BABA. 197

[T 2R DT T ol » ' PR TS B |

' CHAPTER XVIIL

Of the Persians in London.—They mistake a lord
Jor a doctor.—Of the house in which they are
installed. .
TuEe ambassador got out of the carriage,

with his temper all crooked, totally igno-

rant whether in so doing the hour was for-
tunate or unfortunate. Nobody appeared
before him to say, ‘you are welcome;
no one with a present in his hand to greet
him; not even a pomegranate was offered
" him ; and rushing up a rapid flight of stairs,
he threw himself in despair upon a sofa. In
vain was he invited to partake of a mag-
nificent repast of sweetmeats, fruits, and
ices, which had been prepared, and which
the English mirzas and the mehmandar
assured him had been provided at the ex-
press orders of the government—nothing
would console him—he swore his face was
black,and black he swore it should remain.
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The mehmandar then presented him
some food in a dish, and asked whether he
would ‘not eat.

‘ Bat? said the ambassador; ¢if all your
receptions are like this, and if you think
to wipe off the ‘disgrace which my shah
has this day received by giving me to eat,
you are much mistaken. Let me see:some
one to say ‘ welcome’ on the part of your
shah, and then, perhaps, I may eat. No
salt will be lawful till then.’

“But do you count the British mirzas
for nothing?’ said the mehmandar.

¢ Mirzas, indeed !’ exclaimed he in a fury;
< did we send a writer of firmans, and a
clipper of paper to your ambassadors?
What words' are these? Don’t beat the
air with more- useless words! My face is
black; your face is black; and your go-
vernment’s face will also bé blackened
(praise be to God!) throughout the world
when this fact is known!”

Seeing that nothing could be made of
~ him in this humour, we left him to roll
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on the sofa, whilst Seid rubbed his feet, -
and Feridoon, the barber, kneaded his back
and loins, which produced. relief more ef-
fectual than either speeches from the mirzas
or the mehmandar. ‘

+ I consoled myself for the miseries of the
last hour by seeking the company of my
countrymen. I found them settled near the
entrance of the house, in a large room, sup-
ported-at one end by two pillars, surrounded
with chairs, and encumbered by a large
wooden case mounted on four legs. Here
they had spread their carpets, srranged
their saddles and trunks; hung up their
carbines, swords, and pistols; and had
made all the arrangements usual in a cara-
vanserai. There was no end to the many
strange things which we had to say to
each other, They had travelled through
the country in a style worthy of kings,
for their carriage was provided with every
convenience; horses ready harnessed at
frequent intervals were awaiting their ar-
rival to carry them on with increased ra-
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pidity; and they had not once had re-
course to either sword or carbine, such
little impediment had thgy, foupd. 'Tis
true they were obliged tp proceed yhether
they would or pot; for the inexorable
driver would ,not giye them tlme even to
prepare a kalwun, but they fquqd 80
much pl‘gasug"e in bemg,as it, were mas-
ters, whilst every l_)ody'sqemed,ql_avqu and
toiling for their, advantage, that, to hear
them talk, they wquld not have cgred if
the journey had never gome to a glose.
On arriving at the house in London, they
were at a loss, amidst the variety of rooms
which it contained, where to deposit them-
selves; ‘but knowing from experience how
much more convenient and safer it was
to keep together, and to sleep under each
other’s protection, they settled to remain
where I found them, rather than to
take separate beds and separate rooms at
the top of the house. They were visited
every morning by a good old infidel,
a doctor, so they thought, who had been
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very kind to ‘the ook, "whi"felt ‘inwéll
'ffom fh fatxgue ot fhe ‘61'1}11313“.) He'had
oenerd '1 féﬁ‘hls' sgf and’ ’ﬁh& Setltis

M'My té'g'i'w"e' e p'm'ix':r medicines.” We

ey

weré expres.;,mg our ‘admiration"df ¥rank
doc’t' ts, ‘Whéfi"at ‘this very' homent, the
d'otd mian 'ca[‘ﬁ‘e in, acddmpamed by ‘the
|‘m hﬁiiﬁdar. “We'all rushied'to have our
pulsés "f'e'lth ‘and 'ou'r‘ton'glie‘s fooked at,
which is"the Frank modé of ascei't:‘a'i'n'l'ﬂg
health, when the mehmandar, tb'dut"'asto-
‘nishment, burst into a fit of faughter. b
""* What news is this?” sald 'h“'“u’What,
'dd’ you do 'thus for?” Lt S1k
“ He is our doctor, pralse "be ' oleby
said the cook; ¥ he has 'cured’ d1e L’a?‘x'x in
my heart.’ ©a o U)lu.
¢ Doctor!’ exclaimed the Ffank *’he is
no doctor—he is my uncle'””" Sl
‘ Well,’ said I, “ and suppose 'he'ls? he
may | be a doctor, and your ‘unclé t00 ; 'there
is no harm in' that, is ‘there® goi -
“ But he is ‘one of the omrahs,'a Tord,
Kb
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and a mad of the sword; he never made

_up a diug in his life.’

' Hoiv ‘should we know that?’ said the
cook’; “ how are we to distinguish between
your lords and your doctors?’

*This puzzled the mehmandar; for truly
evéry body seemed to be on an equality in
this strange country. To judge of people
by their dress here was impossible. Finery
certdinly ‘was not the criterion; for if it
were, then those who drove the coaches
'in’ the stréets, and those who stood behind
them, must be the nobility of the land, for
they were the finest drest people we saw.
We'found, when we came to draw infer-
ences from'all that met our eye, that our
difficulties increased ; and therefore, until
our senses should have become more ex-
panded, we thought the best plan for the
present was to seat ourselves upon the hill
of patience, and open the eyes of astonish-
ment upon the prospect of novelty.

In the meanwhile, accompanied by the
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mehmandar, I made a survey of the house
that had been allotted to us by the English
sheh. It must have recently been taken
by. forcg -from some native khan; for we
could scarcely suppose that any body
would willingly have surrendered up the
immense property, which we remarked
that it contained, to strangers. The old
ord high treasurer, who was obliged to
give up his house to the last Frank em-
bassy at Tehran, managed his matters
better, for he took away all his magnificent
carpets and nummuds, all his silken door-
curtains, all his China bowls and silver
candlesticks, and substituted for them old
worn-out articles, which answered the
purpose just as well.. But here there was
no end to the magnificence displayed.
Larger mirrors than any that bad ever yet
reached Persia were placed against the
walls. Chandeliers equal to the shah’s in
his palace of Negaristan; carpets, sofas,
chairs, beds, every necessary of life in
use among Franks, were seen, of all sizes
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and denominations ; things: of which -we
could not disceverthe wse, and things
of which, when-we: werectold she)usepap-
peareduspless.. . For .instance; e found.
chairs ofall fashions¢ some:.tokeep ime's
legs up} some.pbodet-them downjrspmesto’
loll with: the ught «uta 5 sdme witisdherdefs;
othersitosiipporkthe béad., Nowthnsitb usy
who bave only ond modeof sitking)) wansety,
uponouxhebls, appeared em excessof mad-
ness, .. Then tisere was one setiofitables te
dine wpon,another gatsforwriting, others
again for weshing aridishavingl- Bad where
should : I end) were !l #o-qttempt descrip-
tion?,..The same difficulties existed about
the roome.| The rdom inawhich the servants
had established themselveswas.one appro-
priated. for eating. . . To eat any: where else
is improper+to sleep. there would -be: sa-
crilege—to. make a bath of it would create
a rebellion. Then above this were several
large apartments, with couches placed in
various corners, where the whole of usmight
have slept most conveniently ; but these we
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weredinformed wese: theoEranks’ ~dewan
khaneh, where: the tiasters relceivad bheir
" visitors.: Ore thingywes mest:odneair They
- havesosandensaryno separate bpartinents
forn shejsrwemenu:« Mundad Wwoiners afl’
livetogethersk mants rbomomey bevnext
to a womainls, andno difficdity mbdd abdwt!
it. - (Howthings cbuld golondg¢hishanner:
it waa;still.left toous bondisoovier; vand ¢he
ambessador was et somedqas. td kriow wivege
to deposit' the, Circassion;ustilond Fourd a
very 'good . npartuient; sepirate. foqm theé:
rest, where shemight live:unbeen, wad i+
able to seej happy m therewjoyment bfher
own customs. - The-umversad expbsute of
their-faces to!the gaze of mail byrthe inl
fidel women; was stidl to-us &reatderof the
greatest ' surprise. -Occasiotially !vbe re-
marked women wearing a sortofi apology
for a veil; green, 'black, or white) ' but
it was merely ‘a soreen from wind, dust;
.or sun ; but never was the impure eye of
man ever taken into consideration. How-
ever, as upon this subject, as well as upon
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the relative situation of the sexes in this
infidel, swine-eating country, I shall have
much to relate and much to expose, I will
restrict myself at present tosay, that during
the whole day, the day of our first arrival,.
we did nothing but inspect the curiosities
of our residence. Our constant. progress
from the top to the bottom, in which there
were more steps than would take a man to
the highest minar in Ispahan, at length so
fatigued us, that we concluded, in order to
encounter such fatigue weoughttoabandon
our high-heeled green slippers, shod with
iron, which slipped off frequently in the
descent, and adopt the flat-soled shoes of
the Franks. Well did we recollect the
conveniences of our own houses in Persia,
when compared to the one we now inha-
bited. There we scarcely ever had to
mount a step; it was-all even ground.
On the same surface was the harem, with
its fifty rooms, and its intricate passages;
the vast dewan khaneh, with its open front
ready to catch the smallest breeze that
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blew; the broad court, planted with trees,
ornamented by flowers, and refreshed by
splashing fountains. Here, on the con-
trary, every thing was upside down. If
we wanted to cook our meat, we descended
to the bowels of the earth; if it were ne-
cessary to eat it, we went to its surface.
If to sit and rest, we were perched midway;
and if tosleep, we clambered into the cham-
bers of the air. Mohamed Beg, the Loc-
man of our party, who was constantly en-
deavouring to acquire good reasons for what
we saw, was of opinion, that England being
an island, it was necessary o save ground ;
for if all her houses, as in Persia, were
spread over the surface of her territory, she
would form one vast city, and no room
would be left for agriculture. But Persia
being a country the limits of which were
unknown, it signified little how much of
her surface was covered by buildings; there
would always be plenty to spare. And
this remark, he argued, was confirmed by
the well known circumstance, that every
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man in Persia thought it incumbent upon
him to build a new house for himself, and
leave the house ofilyis father to fall into
ruin; whereas in England the son came
into possession of his fathér’s house, and
felt himself bound to keep it in repair ; as
naturally as in Persia the son becomes the
owner of his fither's fur'toat; and /the
daughter of het mother’s state trowsers,
feeling themselves hound: to cherish and
preserve them.- « -«
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" CHAPTER RIX.'

it b g ey

Ofhow ﬂmtmwlmﬁw sighdin M—Euduh

noises d lifferent from Persiay.—Adn English pizier

vmt: the ambauador |

Wz, .passed the first night very 111 Each
of us had a bed, the, ¢urtains of which were
so pretty that we longed to cut,them up for
alcoloks*, or to bind them round our waist;
but we were unaccustomed to their heavy
coverings, and found, after we had been a
short time under them, that our coat and
trowsers became disagreeably oppressive.
We all agreed that certain white pieces of
loose linen, which accompanied each bed,
would make excellent shirts; and Taki, the
ferash, who bad only one, determined im-
mediately to improve his stock. The whole
household was on the stir long before the
Franks thought of moving ; but Mohamed
Beg was much puzzled about the true hour

* The under vest, usually made of flowered chintz.
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for saying his morning prayer, for. we
heard no muezzins to announce it from the
mosques ; and besides, the nights were
so much longer than any we had been ac-
customed to, that we had almost settled
amongst ourselves that the sun never rose
in this ill-conditioned city. Wehad walked
about the house for several hours almost in
total darkness, and were in despair waiting
for the dawn, when at length we.:heard
noises in the street, indicating that the in-
habitants were awake. During the whole
night at intervals we had watched the cries
of what were evidently guards of the night,
who, like. the keshekchis on the walls of the
Ark®, announce that allis right ; but those
* we now heard were quitedifferent. ‘At first
we thought they might be mueazins ap-
pointed to cry out the Frangi azan, the in-
vitation to the inhabitants to arise and pray;
and indeed, looking at them through the
twilight, we were confirmed in our idea, for

. ® Theking of Persia’s palace is so called.
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they were dressed in black, as all the En-
glish men of God are; but we were evi-
dently mistaken, because, although they
uttered their cry in a variety of loud shrill
tones, yet still no one seemed to rise & mo-
-ment the sooner, or to have the leastidea of
praying on their account. And still we
.were uncertain, for when the day had com-
pletely broken, Mohamed Beg .came run-
ning in ingreat joy, exclaiming, f Muezzin!
muezzin! and pointing to the top of one
of the minars which are seen on all the
houses, we there saw one of these street
clergymen, crying out his profession of
faith with all his might.

As the day advanced, strange noises,
such as we never hear in our cities, be-
came audible. Among others we distin-
guished a bell, whose sound, similar to
that sometimes heard from the churches
of the Armenians at Julfa and Etchmiazin,
made us again suppose that this might be
the true mode of calling the Franks to their
devotions; but it appeared to be the sig-
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nal for a general cledning of houdes'and
house doos.: \Fhis eperation wasthe busi-
ness' of women; smd tre‘imagimell that it
must bave semething: to.do with their. re-
ig:ion;;fom.they pafo:inedﬂit'as an set ‘of
penance on: theit kndes. :And- we found
too that ous own heuss was undergoing she
same ceremony; for,(to our mstonisisment,
we discovered- that .-women, provided'no
doubt by the govermment for our unse; had
slept undey the sameroaf with us, and: were
doing that: which:ds:the; business: of our
- ferashes, ox carpet-sprendess. -

The ambassador having .been mfteahed
by the: help -of his barber; arose in better
humour, and-announced-to ns that.he had
had e dream, which. having been-edvan-
tageously interpreted by, Mohamed Beg,
his spirits, were wound up, and he dewoured
no more-grief. 'He had seen Mirza Sheffi
with his -feet in 'the air, his back on a
carpet, and four ferashes flourishing their
sticks over him, whilst the Asylum of the
Universe was eating a pillau of gold in-
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stead of rice ;. -apd: this- Was so. sure an in-
dieadioni 1 of the speedy destruotion- of his
enemyy, that he' had bow nothing left- to
wish for: -“His good hemourwas increased
by the arrival of a-Feank of consequence,
whonwas ahnfunced té him as<the meb-
mbingar appoimted- to-attend him; during
hisstaly in England, by the Englisb shah,
and who tatked our langudge with so much
facility and purity, that every thing seemed
now to promise fair for making progress in
the object of our mission. He not only
spoke Persian, but hewrote it with asmuch
elegance as one of our best moonshis; he
had read all our best authors; had Hafiz
and Saadi at his fingers’ ends; and, to say
the truth, we soon found out that the am-~
bassader would have been happy had he
not been quite so learned, since he was
everynow and.then obliged to.chew the cud
of shame, and swallow the bitber‘draught
of ignorancey:

The mehmandar announced 4o the am-
bassador, that it was the intention of the
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king of England’s vizier for foreign affairs
to call upon him on that day; and that the
vizier azem, or the prime minister, would
visit him on the next. This surprised us
exceedingly. ‘What! said we, ‘ is all the
visiting to be settled without one single
quarrel? These Franks must have a poor
idea of their own dignity, of what is due to
their shah, if they concede at once-that
which generally forms one of the principal
questions of our negotiations. When the
last English embassy reached Tehran, a
good month elapsed ere it was settled who
should take the first step from off his num-
mud, the Frank or the Irini; and it was
only after a laborious compromise that they
at last met at a third person’s on neutral
ground. Here viziers drop into our mouths
without our scarcely giving ourselves the
trouble to open them.’ - After all, we con-
cluded, we were Persians, and that was
saying every thing. Who can deny a Per-
sian’s precedence ?

The vizier came at the appointed time.
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He was attended by only two persons, who
freely sat before him without asking his
leave. ‘ Whata difference,’ said we, ¢ be-
tween one of our shah’s viziers and this
pereonage !’ '

* Bak! bah! bak?” said 1, ¢ a vizier is
somebody in our blessed Persia! See him,
when he leaves the gate of his house, sur-
rounded by a hundred servants and de-
pendants; some watching the least turn
of his head to cat¢h a glimpse of his eye;
others running at the side of his stirrup
in officious haste to kiss his knee; others,
again, claiming the protection of his skirt
to present a petition. Then if a poor
wretch happens to obstruct the road as he
is about to pass, how lustily the ferashes
beat him! how his camels are hustled
away, or his mules, packs, and all, thrust
into the kennel!* Hitherto we had seen
nothing in the men of office in England
which could make their places at all de-
sirable; and what was our astonishment
when we were told that the individual



216 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. XIX.

who now visited the ambassador was no
less a personage than the vanquisher of
the famous Tippoo Sultaun, the captor of
the splendid city of Seringapatam; omne
whose power had been greater than that
of all the Mogul chiefs put together; one
who could make the sun rise by a twinkle
of his eye, and annihilate the moon by a
shake of his head. And here he was,
with white dust on his head, seated on a
chair instead of a throne, paying a first
visit to one less than one of our shah’s
shoe-bearers, when he himself had had
shahs and nawabs waiting to kiss the dust
of his feet. ¢ Strange vicissitude! ex-
claimed Mohamed Beg; ° this it is which
Saadi meant, when he said, that the life of
man is like the traveller in the mountains
of K&f. If at the summit, he receives the
rays of light before any other mortal; if
half way down, he is partly obscured; if at
the bottom of the valley, all the world look
down upon him.’ It was evident from
the dignified expression of his eye, which
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caused ug ever after to,call him the * eye
of the,state’ ¥, agd from, the eagy f flow of his
language, fhpt he,was not oply a sop of
words};, ,l;ut.'pqp he qgul;l. p‘plg kmgdoms H
ongyin fact, whe, understeqd, the difference
betweqn, right and Wiopgs whasher he, go-
verned Chustigns g Hipdoos. . | .

The gmbassasdar, expressed his dgan tp
the Engligh, vizies to he immediately ad-
mitted {g, the presencq of the shakh of Eng-
land, in,order to present,thg lettgr and
the presents sith.which) he wag, charged;
and, notified Lo, b that the king of kings
had .ordered; him, npon pain of losing, his
head, to receive his audience in less than
three days.after his.aprival. . .; ;.

The wizier assured the ambmador that
every thing. should. be dqne,to megt his
wishes, .as far as..was, gongistent with the
customs of England; but.that as the kipg,

o b, gy . . L.,

* A title frequently given ito iviziers.. .
. . Elogqyent,,

VOL. 1. L
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. his master, was only to be seen at stated
times, he was fearful that some little delay
must arise before the audience could take
place.

Mirza Firouz seemed surprised at this,
and explained, that the shah of Persia
made himself daily visible to his subjects;
that before the noon-day prayer the selam
took place, when his majesty being seated
on his throne, the great officers of the
court stood before him, as well as all others
whose duty led them to seek the royal pre-
sence; and that an ambassador might have
an audience on the very day of his arrival
if he chose it, provided the stars and the
astrologers were propitious.

The English vizier then said, he was
afraid that he must apologise for the in-
civilify of the English stars, since they
would necessarily oppose themselves to
the ambassador’s wishes on this occasion,
and keep him longer from the presence of
the king than was agreeable to him, but



CHAP. XIX.) HAJJI BABA. 219

that as soon as possible he should have his
audience.

This intelligence threw dismay into the
ambassador’s heart; and as soon as the
vizier had taken his leave, he broke out
into the following exclamations: ¢ Wah:!
wahi! what misfortune has fallen upon my
head! If thisis to be the case, my soul is
at an end ; I shall be disgraced before men,
and my wife and child will be sold to the
Turcomans!, That old flint-hearted Mirza
Sheffi will then have got me into his pos--
session; he will defile my father’s grave,
and prevail against my mother.” Then ad-
dressing himself to us, he continued: ¢ Ay,
Batchah! say, children, what shall we do?
where shall we go? Our faces will be
black! Our king is a despotic king’; and
he takes no more account of men’s heads
than a mule does of the thistles it devours.’.
I ventured to allay his apprehension by say-
ing, ¢ The truth is, O Mirza, that you say
right, and you do nothing without calcu-
lation; but by the soul of your child, are

L
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we not Persians and Mussulmans? and if
we are fallen into the hands of an ignorant
and unclean generation, whose fault is it,
if it be not that of our destiny? The chief
of our nation is a despotic king, there is
no doubt of that; but powerful as he is,
can he prevail against that which is written
in the book of fate?’

 The Hajji says right,” exclaimed Mo-
hamed Beg. ¢ Takdeer, destiny, afterall, is
what we must all look to; we eat, we drink,
we sleep, we arrive, we depart, not an action
of our lives but is predestined ; and if it be
ordained, O elchi, that you cannot see the
king' of the Franks before a certain day,
what can you, one of God’s creatures, do
to the contrary?’

* And if it be my destiny to lose my
head,’” exclaimed the ambassador, ¢ what
then?

¢ Why, then, off it goes,” answered Mo-
hamed Beg very quietly, ¢ and may mercy
await you!’

* Mashallah! praise be to God !’ said the
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ambassador; ¢ I am your humble servant.
If I know then that my head is to be cut
off, shall I not try to keep it on my shoul-
ders? Go to, go to, Mr. Astrologer;
learn better doctrine; or, by the shah’s
beard, you shall find that your heels are
predestined to take up the position of your
head.’

Seeing him in this untoward humour, we
left him; and we were happy to hear him
order his kglioun, which we knew always
operated as a sedative, whenever the fire
of agitation had been kindled in the fur-
nace of his heart.
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CHAPTER XX.

The ambassador is visited by the English prime
minister.—Hajji Babd’s remarks upon men in

office.

THaE visit of the minister for foreign
affairs had been so abrupt and unexpected,
that we had not had time to prepare re-
freshments suited to the dignity of his
character; an attention which is never
failing in our own country, however differ-
ent it may be among the Franks. He had
only been treated to the common ceremony
of sweet and bitter coffee, with intervening
smoke; and as we were come on a friendly
mission, the sweet coffee, emblem of the
good feeling which prevails between the
two countries, was served first; whilst
the bitter, being reserved for the emblem
of the disagreements which sometimes
intervene between sovereigns, was pre-
sented last. Whether the vizier under-
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stood the delicacy of this procedure, we
were at a loss to say; we rather thought
that his propensities were neither peace-
able nor warlike, since he scarcely tasted
the sweet draught, and absolutely made
wry faces at the bitter one. We were,
however, better prepared for the visit of
the prime minister; Hassan, the cook, was
ordered to exercise all his talent and to
dress a breakfast, which would at once
show bhis art, and give a specimen of our
national luxuries. He prepared several
sorts of pillaus. He so judiciously mixed
sweets and acids, meats and vegetables,
and poured over the whole such abundance
of liquid butter, that the emblem of blend-
ing the interests of the two countries, he
assured us, was perfect. Thennothingcould
be more delicate than our sherbets, and the
sweetmeats, particularly the gezenjibin *,
that luxury peculiar to Persie, and of which,
considering where our destinies were di-

* Manna.
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recting us, we had brought a large store.
Several of our sherbet bowls had been
broken on the journey, and Hashim was
at a loss how to reimplace them, until, re-
collecting that he had seen certain vases,
some painted, others white, placed in
different parts of the English houses, he
took possession of three of the handsomest,
and served up the sherbets in them. The
young mehmandar, who happened to have
inspected the conchkas, or trays, as they
stood prepared for the breakfast, at the
sight of these vases burst into indiscreet
laughter, of which none of us could under-
stand the meaning, until explaining the use
to which they were generally applied, we
were obliged to hide the face of shame under
the veil of ignorance; and rendered thanks
to Allah, that we had so providentially
escaped the quicksands of pollution.

The prime vizier came, unattended by
any suite. We remarked that there was
a difference between the dress of the
viziers and that of otler men; the pecu-
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liarities of which we concluded pertained
to their office. For instance, black silk
bags hung at the back of their necks;
and as they were something similar to the
_satin and brocade bags in which the letters
of our kings and princes are sent, we con-
ceived this might indicate officers of de-
spatch ; but then, on the other hand, they
wore a long thin weapon by their side,
‘which might, for ought we knew, mean a
sword, and thus indicate a lord of the scimi-
tar, but that it looked more like one of our
campaigning spits, upon which we make a
hasty kabob ; and thus they might be taken
for the shah’s head cooks. Upon inquiry
of the younger mehmandar, he told us that
this was the dress of ceremony commcn
to Franks, and was the same which they
wore when they appeared before their
kings, and was now put on in honour of .

the ambassador. >
The prime vizier was a dervish in ap-
pearance, so mild, so kind, that we mar-
velled how the affairs of this great coun-

LS



226 THE ADVENTURES OF [CHAP. XX.

try could be directed by him, when we
considered how much vigour and blood-
shed must be necessary to keep a large
populace in order. Our shahs, who gene-
rally act as their own first minister, are
the great instruments of government in
our land ; but in Turkey, every new grand
vizier, in order to establish his reputation
for decision, and to create a wholesome fear,
generally finds it necessary to begin his
career by spilling human blood. He either
decapitates a Christian merchant who is
too rich, strangles a Janissary, or hangs a
Jew. Now it was plain from all the En-
glish vizier told us, that he had never cut
off a thief’s hand, nor even nailed a baker’s
ear to his own shop-door.

A very handsome breakfast was served
up to him, but which, strange to say, did
not seem to his taste. The ambassa-
dor helped him to the choicest bits with
his own fingers; he even put his hand
into the same mess of rice with him, and
gave him his own spoon to drink sher-
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bet with; but he could not be prevailed
upon to make the most of the good things
before him. We tried him with some
gezenjibin, which he scrupulously exa-
mined; but when Hashim, the footman,
had dexterously broken it with his hands,
and blown the dust from it with his mouth,
he did not seem inclined to carry his
curiosity further. ‘Surely,” said we, ¢ this
infidel cannot affect to think us impure,
that he does not choose to taste our food;
he who will not scruple to eat swine’s flesh,
and to drink of the forbidden wine? and
this, too, when our ambassador has laid
by his own scruples, has shut his ears to
the commands of our holy Prophet, and
has treated the Frank as if he were a true
believer.” We found that we had still much
to learn concerning this extraordinary
people.

The ambassador was: vmlted in succes-
sion by several other viziers, each of whom
held separate departments in the state.
There was one whose utility we could
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not in the least comprehend. He was
called the jungle vizier; and we were told
that Hhis sole ‘occupation was to keep an
account of the woods and forests in the
kingdom. We concluded that it was
throwing away money to pay an officer
for looking after that which, in Persia,
was esteemed an incumbrance, and which,
. instead of attaching any value to it, we
looked upon as spoiling the face of the
country. Strange indeed would it appear
to the king of kings were we to inform
bim that what is only fit for firewood in .
Persia, is here esteemed worthy the super-
intendence of a minister of state. There
would be no end to the expenses of govern-
ment, we thought, if so high an office was
to be established for every one of God’s
gifts to man ; at that rate, we might as well
create a vizier for our Persian deserts, and
make him keep a register of the millions
of useless and uncultivable parasangs of
sand which are spread over our country, or
he might pass his time in counting the
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trees of the forests of Ghilan and Ma-
zanderan, and tell the shah how many
wolves, and bears, and lions belonged to
him. Upon making these remarks to the
mehmandar, he opened our understand-
ings, by explaining what must neces-
sarily be the value of timber in England ;
as necessary to her existence as a race
of good horses and sharp swords are to
Iran. And, indeed, we were soon brought
to agree with him when the ambassador
received the visit of the ship vizier, whose
department was one of such vast import-
ance that he was obliged to have re-
course to the help of several deputies, who
work under his guidance. Having our-
selves sailed in two ships of war, besides
seeing many more, we could well under-
stand their importance; for we conceived
that to manage even one would require all
the wisdom and experience of a statesman;
how much more then to manage above a
thousand, which we were told the shah of
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England possessed. The Turks must look
upon the difficulty of such a department
in the same light as the English, because
they frequently appoint viziers, and even
muftis, to command their ships. In Persia,
although the sea washes Bushire and Or-
muz on one side, and Asterabad and Resht
on the other, we scarcely know what a ship
means; and when, please God! we should
return to our own country, the stories that
we should relate of our voyages would be
set down as tales fit only for the Thousand
and One Nights.

Many visitors came. Who and what
they were it was impossible for us to de-
termine. They were described to us as
men in office; some attached to theshah’s
court; some with, others without profes-
sions. Our greatest difficulty in receiving
their visits was to ascertain who were per-
sons of consequence, and who were not.
We trusted that in time we should be able
to make the proper distinctions; but at
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present they almost looked like one and
the sameperson. Their dresses were made
upon one model; they all shaved alike;
they all sat in the same place®; and they
almost all made the same compliments, and
the same remarks. One person visited the
ambassador, who interested us very much,
because we recollected of what great con-
sequence his compeer was at the court.of
our éhah; this was the master of ceremo-
nies. But oh! what a difference between
the two individuals. The Ishcagassi, the
shah’s master of ceremonies, in personal
appearance has few equals in the world.
He is a kajar, one of the king’s own tribe,
who are famous for the magnificence of
their beards, and he is blessed with one
which surpasses that of his royal master.
His dress and manners are unrivalled ; his
language is the same; and his knowledge

* The rank of a person in Persia is very much
known by the seat he takes on the side carpet.
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in the niceties of chum wa hum* is greater
than that of any man of the court. He is
altogether a fine specimen of a son of Iran.
But the person who appeared before the
ambassador as the king of England’s mas-
ter of ceremonies was an old, fat, and
superannuated khan, who tottered so much
upon a pair of swoln legs, that we na-
turally asked whether he had not been re-
ceiving the bastinado upon them. He
made many apologies for not having called
before. We asked him why did he come
at all? But at the same time the am-
bassador, eager for the moment of his
audience, and expecting some message to
that effect, pressed him to say when we
might prepare ourselves. To our delight
and satisfaction he informed the ambas-
sador that the king, who generally resides
in a castle in the country, would be at his
palace in the city in three days, and that

* Flattery and compliments—humbug.
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there he would receive the embassy. Our
joy knew no bounds. ¢ Alham du lillah!
praises to God !’ resounded from our lips;
and we loaded the old limping khan with
more caresses, and made him more fine
speeches and professions than if he had
been the king of England in person.
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CHAPTER XXI.

The ambassador prepares for his audience of the
king of England.—An intervening difficulty
occurs.

AvrTHOUGH the intelligence we had re-
ceived from the old master of ceremonies
had not been announced in form to the
ambassador, yet from that moment we be-
gan to make preparations for his audience
of the English shah. The presents were
unpacked, and a list made of them. The
letter of credence from the king of kings
was inspected; and the ambassador began

_to discuss the clothes which he was to
wear on the occasion.  We also made in-
quiries upon the best mode of presenting
the horses. They had arrived in safety,
strange and wonderful to relate; for who
ever thought, upon our leaving Persia,
that they were to abandon the land and
the green sward for which, by nature, they
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were intended to travel for months on the
seas. The ambassador was determined to
present Mtrwari, the Pearl, as a horse
which had been honoured by the riding
of the Asylum of the Universe himself,
and was, therefore, anxious to exhibit him
to the infidels with all the pomp and cir-
cumstance attending a royal horse. He
inquired of the mehmandar whether, after
the manner of our ancient horses, his belly,
legs, and breast, could not receive the
golden tinge of the kkenna ; but he was dis-
appointed to find that the application of
this. dye, so ornamental both to man and
beast, had not yet reached these obscure
regions; and, therefore, that some other
plan must be pursued. The mehmandar
promised to exert his ingenuity and that
of his own country artists, and we. trusted
that when the day came every thing would
be done worthy of the dignity of our shah,
and of our country. .

The mehmandar, to our great joy, con-
firmed to us what the master of ceremonies
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had announced. The shah of England
would receive the embassy ere a week had
elapsed; and when Mohamed Beg com-
pared the day to a corresponding one in
our calendar, we were rejoiced to find that
it fell precisely after the most unfortunate
of our days, namely, ‘miseryWednesday *.’

Mirza Firouz then made, inquiries as to
the manner in which this ceremony was to
be performed; to which the mehmandar
answered that he would be received with
the same honours as ambassadors from
other powers.

¢ And how is that?’ said the Mirza.

¢ The king,’ said the mehmandar, ¢ will
receive you in his apartments. You will
proceed in your carriage to the palace.
You will be met by the master of cere-
monies, and presented by the vizier for

*® The Persians hold all Wednesdays as unfor-
tunate. The last Wednesday of the month of Sefer
is the day upon which they expect the last trump
will sound at the day of judgment, and that impli-
cates all other Wednesdays.
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foreign affairs; and then you will deliver
your credentials.’

¢ And so, by my beard,” exclaimed the
elchi, ¢ you expect that I shall be satisfied
with this reception?’

¢ And why not?’ said the other. ¢ This
is the way other ambassadors are received,
and what wou}d you have more ?’

‘ What do I know of other ambassa-~
dors ?’ remarked the shah’s representative
fiercely. ¢ There are kings of various de-
nominations in the world, and such are
their representatives. I only know whom
I am to represent. My sovereign sits
upon the most ancient throne in the world.
If you want to know who were our ances-
tors, I will trace them back to you from
the time of Noah. After all the Peishda-
dians were of some account. And when
you come to compare your Frank kings,
whose names have never even reached Per-
sia, to our ancient sovereigns, it is plain
that you are not many steps from the spot-
where people devour their own folly.’
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¢ What words are these?’ exclaimed the
mehmandar. Do you wish to change
the manners of our country? If your shah
chooses to wear a beard, it is no reason
that our shah should. Every nation has
its own customs.’

* When your ambassador in Persia,’
said Mirza Firouz, ¢ reached the Imperial
Gate of Tehran, was he received in the
manner that I have been here? No. The
king’s amou* was sent to welcome his ar-
rival before he even entered the city. And
when he proceeded to his audience, the
streets were lined with troops, salutes were
fired, sugar was thrown under his horse’s
feet; drums, trumpets, and cymbals, re-
sounded throughout the city; the bazars
were dressed ; the populace were ordered to
pay him every respect. He was clothed
with robes of honour, and he was allowed to

® Amou, or uncle, is an epithet often given to fa-
vourites or playmates, and is here used in that
sense.
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stand in the same room in which the king
of kings himself reposed. And, by the
beard of the Prophet, I swear that if I
am not treated in the same manner, I
will proceed as a private individual to the
palace, I will ask to see the king, I will
place my shah’s letter into his hands, and,
baving said my kkoda hafiz shuma, * May
God take you into his holy protection,’
I will straightway leave the country, and
return whence I came.’

¢ That may be very well to say, as far
as you are concerned,’ said the mehmandar,
‘ but my sovereign is somebody also, and
is likely to be consulted on this ques-.
tion. Suppose he were not to agree to
your visit?’

We saw the storm was impending, and
that the mehmandar’s words might as.
well have remained at the bottom of his
throat. The ambassador’s face was thrown
upside down ; the hairs of his beard became .
distended ; and he oozed at every pore.

‘In short, then,” said the ambassador,
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After this the mehmandir covered his
head with his hat, looked at his watch,
buttoned his coat, put on his gloves, took
up his stick, and then saying to us, < May
your shadows never be less,’ he deliberately
left the house. :

We, who were accustomed to the am-
bassador’s manner, saw nothing extraordi-
oary inwhathad happened. Hehad played
his part like an able megotiator; he had
satisfied us that he was upholding the dig-
nity of the Asylum of the Universe; he
knew that his conduot would work in his
favour at his own court; and his enemy,
Mirza Shefi, would not have gained a step
upon him. He soon returned to us, mightily
satisfied with himself, and was not a little
delighted when we told him, that, in truth,
if the Franks wanted a lesson in the duties
of an ambassador, they had only to come
to him. ¢ They think,’ said I, ¢ because
they have looking-glasses in their hounses,
which we-have not; because they make

_clocks, and penknives, and cloth, which

VOL. 1. M
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Upon this the ambassador stioked his
beard, pulled up his whiskers, and sat for
some time in deep thought. He felt himself
lowered in the estimation of the Franks,
whilst at the same time he was aware that
he could not act otherwise than he had
done. At length he exclaimed, ¢ And so
the English think that we are men from
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~ sador dressed for the occasion; and as far
as it is possible for the thorn of the desert
to resemble the gplopdetyof gy full-blown
rose, he stood an excellent representative of
duivkingrobdings.\ The Fragherstisctedd,
heetidetatood thied prvifipel whithshe
enjoyed in weasilty ‘eR(ihR BEMS “of *his
dueadsmbiah veeb adonbdkinew dreolcanid no
wanre chinerdaaeq 0 astopt atiT'ehnan, then
havoi@ild. tdehdemwihe ' fleshibeford abnsol
lalioudtiieiwosd that Histarghasbimg dibdye uf
sayaliybagital ondsisokgss1sbdssyvibrd anll
Sagern reel & atuddegiwoth i predmsnidorres
sidiikhaspearbinsadilofos sibiarssdassads
pordeddsitem Helgivdleod WeidW eatlzimed
MWEM@@M
ingoludtasilyowe sridasliaimchnadionnfdur
hosipassde obaveel nly wrike tibyd firibenso
hoXbel thssted sf dhebbormoxemeisarpte
anBobase: kb thvéd hovepgawes veadyodo
proceat:send hbtsivith theygrdsitest:diffi
cultys dvarsback susicended htompking sai ae
fidel paint Murwari. . o'kt edabasn ol
hehich Hi Simhnner suffiéyiivBy-wall for
M b
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“Englehd; Bul irp Peidha 4t WwoulPohvelbesn
bupseinBdsa WA ey for, B Rein okl
1ot brdh PELEsISHE, T 4niinATREAOme
Touta' Hirt iR W Tédmtunder tie @O of
lhemgﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂaiﬁéén‘ tdzuodt [ aawo od
U A dbEHE HoonveHe streets HoFan P Bl
“with traops, Wi Hived et 6 bothisldes;
tint ' ghorty’ afeéron tiginnof wioge nragiil-
fleestcartikpbs I @riven by Heyiattisad
Cobiehlvén | sitdnded My servants préfasely
Ghbiitited AR 8 didnié of Pranlie,
drovetip s ¥helour2s Argreat! kliaki of Pre
colrtwaited tpow ehdathbmesbidorth invite
Riw Diiothe pact b ehywhalisf Exluhd,
' attefid hiw utdienos'] bl witen) Wety
i wee dn houdinbin] sud the soiosdie-
posat o in tHediferentwqulpigos, e step-
ped s ardatitdpe wiiivh; wewétdadsated,
wad qsed 3o donviy e king’s own person,
andlfhe pidcesdion then prodeeded tdwards
gﬂepﬂqey, oy Lty e s g o otae o

- AST Jsiced i frond dhe iwindow , iwrapped
up ‘in sy Ahedp/akin, the! procession »of
the ' Bhplish dibasdadir threudh: Melirdh
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o.tha foay of the $hroge, of the king. pf
Jings came iy arepllostion candf mpde
ACGBPATIRGN 18 JAY QWA xaind yrith)what]
IROW SN, PRESBE NRAGY BRY ATPS4-  tamyst
be owned, thought L,.that pracersions, ave
'more MegHificsnh in)MYRWA egvHirysand
[ Farkey.dhan thase of the Frapl dfhis
be. ., specimen. of + themy , Wheddpringi-
- pally. atteapted " aftention . hesp, wene . 9T
v hopsess -whe, My Ahieis apiritedd play.
theirquivetting.and plunginghseamnd de-
lighted, tnibe-ance againhsdughbyindocas-
tian but,all-the rest. sonsisted af cpaches,
whioh; thangh: splandid. yet sftenallsre
ohjects of but trifling. intevestd INows Qv
procassiond béing performed on horsehaiok,
the person, wheever he MmiysHe.whos.the
objeet ofthem,is snttadiatelybreught atp
apen, patiep. i Babject taniheogazn oL she
srawsds and & gregtiinterest isopradapety,

I waited patiently until the agg
rekymod, Wiiahheflidiatiiesiee mapner
the mansy9ad;thew, asghr toksaw hawgvery
thirigthad passed off, 1 stdeskbeforeddm. i I
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foubdbhirie dhiwrimsisdishy she :sisite, iinid
shay:svered nlli apperently docthehiglives
ghofphimwiiract eA  .dsd2 ilA dersT 1o
nstAhdddejfigobe miwlairodd ppomasesing
anepdsybmrionesingdesdblenton wightond
ncapderbul godeetislisib dbigodnal’ said; bs.
‘By my own soul! it is in no maRReRS
“that: dhes Bag lishoibiodsl ‘| tivertbsiisdeing so
abeeko: Fls:uiwed bisstheisaniediindpess
that a father would to his sonainké-iseexit
shanitl thaboaei kicows [th q Afsi¢ sstimpe ofiroy-
blayubbidainsiidhasdequers andoferms of
his court, ’tis true, are widelyﬁﬁemt‘g@
aubszdwdtnkingls drerno chenbidtbe: saihe in
tone showed nikdielsr waclobesism fingsand
potinimincrbidd bf dlieldignity gflesid own
dAuyidn’ afithbddniverdmstl 9w asidwr 104
.219¢0tle gmeatHiffdrmice hbtwaenslion s ex,
dlaimed Mishardd: Sbg,/dsythht enp dtands
bt ‘,‘z?a SRR o

?J 9 %Yﬁﬂmﬂh fm 3 vd! mm%‘xour

own,,sm P ORACIENOR OF L STRBRS,
I do believe, has been placed in the nape of
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Showir atieks 9k i thedertiat theiri g deduor
dvillwistkaineh himnmwiga itithepresynde
of Fatteh Ali Shah. As forttheRddiinty
Mooy thossiodm wdoud sblind Atheir
king] dhisy sedaeddbashmiconcdrmedyahdaas
dedirisas 6 ohey dhdithlsitepbiong fedvelnpon
egaalesratiefn on ai i Ji Hlvoa wwo v v
oz glrighukdvostl]’ leteeeld kel theél avald k-
donbrdilishwersaid beylutkatf tokards
Hip sirddnteoz aid o3 blvow 19d1sl 5 3s1l3
Yo spraibih Yithie 9 dil excobhisded s 43 Piwde
© lsoaliabobia vy spehen bltteny! daidddungiel
@gé,imsﬁbiﬂebiw 918 913 2i* 3109 eid
ai scia trdtid naintinued dysiskokabsdon,
bawdrislnesbit tiaveobedndegtermdainiid
Kowthe dhgwitydolrou wedvdin baworda snos
nwo NetRingjtmsblaithdd Mohmmiesta Beg.
‘ For when we ladrseaghed dithie ‘kibyiafy
Phraet imonwitirt potonkiiel) say slifipers,
atyrsthidowd owe ougdtbddartedtiid fyonni;
asm%{ww J02 lIu i qul auh tﬁ'xo'ieu

wo 9

mn thet. Y&% Ew%; ﬁ liﬁ:‘?

o sqna 9dj ai byasly nved esd , "WJI|3d obl
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nor. did . we. aeknowiddgerautsalyes td be
sacrifices.’ i+ o 2 vl blsode 2oilapi9t o0
‘ How was that?said.-dv. o Wed there
no khréshold; inbsthrokd,/ nb pregerbed/spot
- for takisg off yeun shbhs?’.bismidou
- What do.ydu say2:exclaimed thelant
badsador; * I steod as nesn thekingss:]
stand to you. I put the shah’s lettbzinsa
bis/olem hantls: The kingthimself#tood.
Wie all seemed to be of ene sagifis ).« fGoing
bifbral the king: in this iconwtry M, child’s
play, compared to what it igin,Besie 3 One
neither! seea thefelek, nor thehastinedoing
stick 3 not the semblanee.of an ¢xecutioner
is exbibited ; and Ido really belieye:that if
any onnof us hadreven wenthrad tg spit
before hia majestythere would have been
somebodyat liand so say, /| Much gond may
it|(k)fyl)ll|!;’l’,..-, I A T N | T
¢ This is strange,” said I. < Kingghaye,
buta sorxjy place of it in thigcoungryt
Lae oo prie 1 oaod W cotgoming o o g

vooad et Aeeemblyy . o o LIT

(LY
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wi¢ Yes; Waedsuimend [Bhkiythe feraal; ! and
we ferashes should have nothing to:db; for
evedy body seethdsormighty good#Jl) -
‘oq Ay babagid Moekashed: Bafy - shhink
the mehmandar ' toid:!s onde; that if ol
Ruglagd womnur virsed the'king) and sWwore
dt-hig bdasd) that ke was tidble twbe-bed
héadedi? = als ol o ‘] I te s o hugss
1o That *gibdd; edchaiined -the: thivalchery
inder inder Yose11s Dwduld ractasegbs ol
bastinade gow: &l 4heny andibhvel tha Qi
bl bfuy:t(dngu%j- 1ot e 0F boteguios sl
w0 Goruieak vagoal M Sxchuthred thesbieo
Buseudor; * if thd shah héurd pou e woold
sutiybur torghe baer - Kbdpito-yourhidresy
dnd let usilivar fo mbrsi of your-asye
Mnghage. JWaio wad 'thot qld 'meh $edid
he to Mohammed Beg, * who:didhis bdst v
walk before me as we proceedediotp ghes
Mm@’l] Vb ureats aadT
¢ How shovddl] knbw 0’ waid thsunsstur
of the ceremonies. ‘ When I stepped out

* The ferashes in Persia beat offenders on thesoles
of the feet.
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with sy sdsinnfaficentmiddi the wabpy
hafs witdizaokang srd londed iwhide bybks
aditbmgpiedl tapushnneoff; sdvd regingihiini
shblemitidnyqodifreinmpotrsoge seaigarnz
Belioughsithinenightde phosobshe Heanig
etiquetie zshudgmihiciv 4 sdisnosletedszoa s
the vibration of his elbow proceedsshérpne
paddy andd noti stigubtie 1 abdedbdds by dhis
heshannomibantby om dhei posnis efitappingt
yousshine, Babonglib i dntinghb seobasent]
ndyphemiience faind tdhlomy qisceacesrdd
infgbyotiogiv bedoiRtai gaiod dvods asw doidw
-5+ Wiellldabkyr said! theradolmisadds ;noqus
vemi 40 atran ge idere tdkenssitogdthenjwuide
tHimles tydA Hallawe havenotodmgirabed ousa
sbivesgavod ods Yo 100b- 19114 84y 10} ohsmr
' §heu hadgnmtloggiflisaiidsed bowwkore
thamonke efiuplifiel vouewwis driakd &Y
tivempaitnvents btlbwysnd tvedmmodtast!
lengtho beblasioao grreat ) dat dlslhasbhss
sad ors hisnjelfi dénved dforthidoem his rdemo
temde livhence b fencbedal). | kesfound!
Isdnieb Bogysthe| maziod nbi:AgacBeg;10be
nifrakhosp imd violdnti dispudd: ypomigpres:
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cedenced’ Fhuforineritivsidtted: shative duw
ednithed o svall-fhet in the prodessibny ties!
* latidruurgesd ithe :dbntrury ;- and Bomrtine
smple sabjecs thre-paties in oppositionidile
ghessdd ddto. savle grods persenilitiea;idiad
“alsrostiwiolant:state of thingi'was ohmcm
sequenes. - © -
~1The Ambassador finding that hie ordars:
far:cegsiniy the dispate weére:disvesganded,:
he-ordeaed botly the: disputaath .te:receiver
blbwe:on. the mouth with .askeevhegl
which was about being inflicted vigoronisly:
upon the mirakhor, when, with all:¢hé re-
solution. of a man about doing sowethingy
new and deaperate, he swshed/bys usimdlis
made for the street-door of the housezsarids
exciaimed, * I ’m king Geoxgé&sd ndi !
Ya! king George! Upon.tits sheiamts
hassadoc gave a signal for genenal . chnsais
aad at.the head of his' houscheldyhaisgasi
aeesded-in catching the .oulpritpostd amhes
had atachied the threshald:: ,.;5d¥l skings
Gédorge You!’ said the ambmisadet] detche!
inghimchy the curls behind has eardt+f &fi
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L-dot motoriske1yiod abd youirfativen! bwerd s
for dhds. I ain dbbodyid this whbrkd. Al
king Gesdgeh youllohUglon this, iwith the.
help of two amdhbespfl -usy hathrew ' hink
dewn, sl bavilig’ poamded . His-head: for
seme time-ont the floor, .called boria pairiof
soissars, with ‘which he inflicted apolr Himx
thiegreatist disgreacea Persiancan undergbl
dfter the floss7of his-beazd; hi-out:off his
zalfs, ercouils, amad then set him ldose. !
- 'Phi! was' @ ({isagre¢able ending to'the -
soatessfol - dbings ' of '¢He mdrming, and
set usialll exclaiming, ¢ Lo \illaha, illad:
laft! for-thb rest p‘gﬁhﬂhdﬂu ‘We could
ohly dceont. for.it) by the -féllowing cir-
oumstaricer~A. - Frank; having been - ap-
pointed: to'wast wpon theiservants by way
of interpreter, hall éaken adwirgage of; his
kmowledge of :the Tarkish language;, to
talke- to ‘theni: of she' freedom enjoyed by
all ranks of . pébjle. in: Englanid; - hie.rin-
formed them that every man was under
the protection of the laws—that no man
had the right of bastinadoing another—
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thasthatipsivilege dnly belongid torjudges’
appbintédrby this kingho With: such{like!
dutarilterhe: greatly Jdestsoyed: theit ideas:
ofiehbmistion and dipenddnes, . .
kg deg Had iahibed theael principles,
Batttqurned bait thatooit his first venture
hre: had hrobght his beatd tha bad market.
His- shostificedion #§ the lgss 'of-his cyris
was ‘withouwt | hdundd —hécwaa proud of
thems—+he was .greatly: fomd .af ornament-
ing his penson, ahdso find himself thus at
duve robbed of that iwhich distinguished
him'as o klishend, a man:of fushion, wim
mote thar! his.philosdpley eould:-bear! Hs
cursed: the: Frank interpreter|.ithe Fratk:
king,and the sesntrirhe had-beewbrougirt:
togand swore that iff he ‘eould: by :any
mdahs find: his way'to Dersin, <hq :woulth
that 'moment také:hbrse, iand neves soop
Vdti ke had 1got withia wight: ¢f Denths
wiénd; and the thrrets of Pehran. - '
wbin ol e Ll apatt v gt
DY SERTURR TN § B IR TR B (RN WO RPL TRE PR £

Tiin g PN ol (TR 1
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bousaes 1sbasmdsm ods 3ud ;batw odi
-nwoo sd3 Yo wmosauo odi 2sw dowa 3sds uu

ofd bas ;3ig] vl yu
1s8d3 a1 03 9 wjxne 91qmcg%?1§5[o 3i osbsm
oy thviyasg Engtnaleingii RO,
-iernd disfrefive wiwmsb-Torre nnd nicodkt a981y
-ndbsak Mm egonponas 321k 103
lo emoepypdigaromd Sinmdidt ws
4851900 }0 ARV OEF SR AAYHOURD 20 v
Qe Apuecehasnied! Wit palfionrsdh
dbcritions; dhehS ARG ojedobeily
W 1Rt R 2 S
uisom o Twers Rl eela sthliuhanel
sxvchen e drieRasckraRmary to
WihaAk1eT ApRAdts UHAMEMIGS Bifl
wahwiers dpuraomatimany ofnkpidilse
ingniwdes atelelids @b whigeiieg ‘Whith
i, poskedlieiheefiot bt nbBIO A CHARE
in time would be duly divulged. gy
Wsma dtiir was pomis reaun YouP Mise
L R T A,
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in the wind; but the mehmandar assured
us that such was the custom of the coun-

try. Eve jgit; and he
made it clrei;lrf?g)mpre E{nﬁsl e to us, that
6. it i Bnplaash e eamed:on
"6ften theinann exof-Rerwin, wohp s thowisi-
tor.first announces st Y} dieaten-
8Tl thernits tovgk shageremeny of
dhreednlioypsang-an spanmicaps of nefles,
thatnodif rould, b longdensngh saad
£hmah9§bs IefeRRRiako 1 Upemishit,die
o ITRT STIOSSRo 19
!gm&nkélbe aspwireh Ahe means
of Q!M&“éom% sad;when
18 oA, BIMATINOM: BiPRed 2k T8 TP
exbibitedito himchesmxciaimes $:8kdbwr
Adlal/ praiseibe s AAMRh{: a9 immar
fintely: sndeved 5 wsen&adm\hm of
5179“‘ boglsaib ylub od blvow omit ar
M&vm FR% Btk B
e injsRiions MR
apite e BREThepsile; k0. Bt o Qs BTy
aftss Damanges ol Tarkenyroanived 3 dieds
hithsipr focohestus he.opmmed; un;thes
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‘belie had beennng forjoy. ‘4t oamateieal,
snd that he had hejpedstaringithem::, Of
hells we had newver befare hweatd aswerhblams
of;joy; m.euncountry they annsuncdéthe
astivals of catayans; andcocoasondllyn the
existence . of unbelievdrs’t danechbs ;but
eegimg that, this was thec dndy phblic: de-
monstration of joy we: had\wdceiied,: the
ambassedor didnot hesitabe ta bestow what
wes.pecedsary. .. - e toodias o
.. Then came a man.who mads:d rdgisker
of. ¢nexy person who phid bisusonrtrdo thé
king; amd he required’ai fee. 1:f@h, thisds
wonddrfal,” exclaimed'thd ambassadob; by
the beard of slie king,: tes tumpdi: thas invakt
some questions,’ said he; ¢ we shall dowbs+
lpssilenrn much from hissof; theocustims of
infidels;’. We found that.this keas:alot an
official duty, or one imposed upon hita by
the court, but optional. - His:revenhe was
qavsitlerable, considering the iextree: enies
iety which._be. assured  us edisted: in.most
pedple 40.sge thieir mames vegistenhd ;iahd
the punishmant, which helinflicted forla
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tesistanoe ofhv feovasthe: wonbisdertinh
df the umbme:of stheqpeidonl su’ resisting.
Bt dshose; Whose profeksion was ithe ldast
iritdiligibleto. ye: Wersmeopmpany ofanbn
witoy ! Ibyo sy oo ioorrgrataiatoty musie,
were eddeated to ibeat the.bénes of exen
against' barge: hatdhets of-idon; Ahd whey
sdked- fov-balishisk. Wy indeaveiied %
guin some ingipht indo this:stringe el
tom, without success, and @t length ve-
sslved that they. must assimilater td bur
beitis, or mountebhndy, owhosenegexuiling
drams might well beset off egsinsahié
borrid soands ‘which, weest proéetaifrom
the Engiuhpaformmtmbedﬁlimed snd
lm o b e 290U 9MILe

In faet, esérymbntaﬂdedmmm
of. informatiow upoh Franli méhners bddy
in the presence of thecambyssddbm>ite
were discussingi every:thing Iwe duily saw
when the. melmandurocamse in geeas hvery
toaxmouiee-the visit oftehe kidod uft Hind:.
<, Gh. bA#s!? ewclaimed 11oke sambassbifor,
“‘how i this? kides ate cbmingyiand me
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body has announced them to us!” We ran
to the windows to see the state in which
these great personages came, expecting at
least to see them mounted on elephants,
when, strange to relate, we saw two com-
mon infidels standing at the side ofan old
dilapidated carriage full of straw, bartering
with its ragged driver for the expenses of
their excursion; and these the mehmander
assured us were the king and deputy king.
‘ How? said the ambassador, ¢ are these
the successors to the throneof Aureng Zebe,
of Jehangir, of Shah Allum? You must
be laughing at our beards!’

¢ It in difficult to explain matters in so
short a time,’ said the mehmandar; ¢ they
are not properly kings. One is called the
chair, and the other deputy chair,’ first
pointing to an arm-chair, and then to a
stool, to explain what he meant, and he

had scarcely done this when they walked i in.

It was difficult to know what etiquette

to adopt with these personages; but they
soon showed us that they required none.
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septioh thag s dynargntii osthieder of theswaps
fswori el of wivdmasit] npon thditap aXidrolic
Tl {remigitio of aybendls ook sdomagiit
spom goitterd cneliifings dd Wngddps(4tito
some attempts th-lelead um onruigriqeiond
theypinyited. thei sipbnsmdhnfiwisitsiheir
police,; subovaidio mr el Hiaewt, snritesofrthle
Bedtubo! o thein(Zoverpmengiibyonqteod ine
apedtion dbap fphheniro ofd e xplenytiono
¥ oppetredhonovecafomsthe Litthning
opukshiscompnehenil s cthwtoalthengh ey
poishealids kinpdesring shiywmebey lvatase bed
kingmisshosdvhenvent nsesliofiititcon-kidg-
qoris slid ped-halonpidodiacin dbiv tqobacos
whoeiiorledsh i wmdf &eisdw theoy

VOL. I.
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werepartly concerned in occasionally send-
ing out a king, or firman firmai*, to Cal-
cutta; but that they, their Indian king,
their fleets, their armies, were subject to
another greater personage still, who was
one of the king of England’s viziers, who
lived in a distinct corner of the city, and
that he again was the immediate servant
of the real shah of England and of Hin-
dostan.

Bewildered with this complication of
real kings, and little kings, viziers, sitters
upon chairs, and sitters upon stools, we
held the finger of suspense upon the lip of
astonishment, and pondered upon all we
had heard, like men puzzling over a para-
dox. At length our visitors took their
leave, and the ambassador promised that
he would shortly fix a day for getting
better acquainted with ¢ Coompani,” of
whom he and his countrymen had heard
so much; and about whose existence it

¢ A governor by firmans.
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became quite necessary that Persia should,
for the future, have clear and positive in-
formation. Instead of reascending their
crazy coach, the kings (for 80 we ever
after called them) walked away upon their
own legs, and mixed unknown and un-
heeded in the common crowd of the street.

When they were well off we all sat mute,
only occasionally saying, ‘ Allah, Allah!
there is but one Allah!’ so wonderfully
astonished were we. What? India! that
great, that magnificent empire !-—that scene
of Persian conquest and Persian glory '—
the land of elephants and precious stones!
the seat of shawls and kincobs !—that pa-
radise sung by poets, celebrated by histo-
rians, more ancient than Irin itself!—at
whose boundaries the sun is permitted to
rise, and around whose majestic moun-
tains, some clad in eternal snows, others
i eternal verdure, the stars and the moon
are allowed to gambol and carouse! What!
isit so fallen, so degraded as to be swayed
by two obscure mortals, living in regions

N2
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that know not the warmth of the sun? two
swine-eating infidels, shaven, impure,
walkers on foot, and who, by way of state,
travel in dirty coaches filled with straw!
This seemed to us a greater miracle in go-
vernment than even that of Beg Jan, the
plaiter of whips, who governed the Tur-
comans, and the countries of Samarcand
and Bokhara, leading a life more like
a beggar than a potentate. But we were
in the country of miracles; not a day—no,
not an hour passed without our hearing
or seeing something which all the grand-
fathers Persia ever had, or might have,
had never seen even in a dream!
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Of the Circassian slave, Dilferib.—She adopts the
European dress, but refuses to uncover her face.

Durineg all this time the Circassian
had lived securely confined to her room;
and she would probably have continued
%0, happy and unmolested, had there not
existed amongst these infidels a sufficiently
unjust law, which prohibits any one from
enjoying the property of his own slave,
little examining whether such slave likes
his state or not. It tyrannically forces
every one to be free ; and had it taken effect
upon the Circassian, she would have been
reduced to the dire necessity of uncovering
her face to the gaze of all mankind, and
living in open converse with the despisers
of our Prophet and the Imams. As soon
as this law was intimated to the ambassa-
dor he did not hesitate to offer her free-
dom, and he immediately told her that she
was at liberty to do what she liked.
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¢ Oh Prophet! Oh Mahomet! ex-
claimed she, ¢ you would not have me so
degraded as to go about the streets, with
my face uncovered, like one of these un-
blushing women! No, no; I stay where
Iam’

‘ But you are free,’ said the ambassador ;
‘ this is a free country ; there are no slaves
here—go; there are the gardens; there
are the green fields—go, make your soul
happy !’

‘ My soul wants nothing,’ said she, ‘ but
the countenance of my master. Let mework
for him; let me make his clothes; let me
embroider his skull-caps; let me take care
of his money and his jewels. [ want rio-
thing more. I will think of the roge and
the nightingale when we return to Iran;
in the meanwhile let us recollect that we
are in the hands of disbelievers, and there-
fore let us put our trust in Allah.’

The ambassador was so pleased with the
self-devotion of his slave, that he ordered
her to have what clothes she pleased, and
expressed a wish that she should leave off
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her Circassian dress, which had now be-
come ragged, and adopt the gowns of the
Franks. Hesaid that the shah had ordered
him to bring back to the royal harem mo-
dels and specimens of the Frank women’s
dresses; and he ordered Dilferib to begin
by trying them on her own person. Ac-
cordingly, a dark-green velvet was selected
for her tirst gown, and an English dress-
maker was ordered to fit it to her shape.
The dress-maker suggested the necessity of
a great many more articles of attire too nu-
merous to describe; but the ambassador
objected to them. ¢ No, no,’ said he; <let
us be content with the outside of things,
and let the hidden take care of themselves.’

The gown was made, and great was
the joy produced. The Circassian was
ordered to be clothed in it. She put ear-
rings in her ears, dressed her hair after the
manner of Europe, and then stood before
her master; but in so doing, she shivered
throughout her frame, as if she had been
clad in the snows of Demawend.
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- * What ails thee, child ?"said he, * why do
you shiver?’ ‘

‘¢ May it please my aga, my lord,” said
the poor girl,  if such be the clothes of
the disbelievers, their women must be made
of the flesh and blood of animals; I am
freezing.’ :

Upon examination we found, that, except-
ing the one single covering of the green
velvet gown, she stood as nature had made
her. No wonder then that she shivered.
The ambassador said that he would consult
the English women upon the articles which
she ought to wear; and in the meanwhile,
resuming her Circassian costume, she re-
covered the warmth she had lost, and re-
placed the green velvet gown over all to
give a finish to her appearance.

In the meanwhile we found that the whole
eity had been thrown intoa ferment of cu-
riosity. Our house was thronged with the
women of London, and with those tongues
of theirs, which as Saadi saith, ¢ make the
heart to talk, and the foot to walk, without
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the mehmandari of the head,’ they set on-
foot a sort of pilgrimage to the shrine of this
unfortunate maiden. Butin sodoing,Allah!
Allah! wonderful sights did they exhibit to
us poor sons of the faithful. Marvellous
eyes ! without mercy, without compassion
were they! I really saw.some beauties
among them, before whom our blessed king
of kings (upon whom be mercy and peace !)
would be happy to creep on his hands
and knees. They, however, cared so little
about being seen, that it never occurred to
them once to attempt to throw a veil over
their faces. Poor Franks! thought we, to
be restricted only to one for life! If our
divine Prophet had set up his staff here;
instead of the blessed regions of Mecca,
he would have given his followers six in-
stead of four. For my part, I died daily;
and as for our ambassador, we all saw how
itwould be! His heart would become roast
meat before another moon was over, and
he wauld soon be reduced to the veriest
NS
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© Majnoon’ * that ever got thin upon cheek
nurture and eye food.

But day after day they came to see the
Circassian, bringing with them all sorts of
toys and presents; all out of compassion,
said they, to her imprisoned and deplorable
state of slavery. Some gave her pictures,
others dolls, others books. Dilferib was
grateful for their attentions, and deplored
their degraded state ; but she became in-
dignant when they endeavoured to per-
suade her, and even to attempt force, to
wear their stockings. To her astonishment
they protested that nothing could be more
indecent than to appear with naked feet.
‘How?’ exclaimed Dilferib! ‘you make such
a point of covering your legs, and still, in
defiance of all modesty, you expose your
faces! Strange ideas of decency you must
have indeed! All womens’ legs are alike.
There can be no immodesty in leaving them
naked; for nobody, by seeing them, could

* The Persian Abelard—the lover of Leilah.
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know one woman from another; but the
face; that sacred spot, sacred to modesty,
sacred to the gaze of none but a hus-
band ; that which ought to be covered
with the most scrupulous delicacy; that
you leave uncovered, to be stared at, cri-
, ticised, laughed at, by every impudent
varlet that chooses.” ¢ Allah! Allah! ex-
claimed the offended Dilferib, to a young
female infidel who was one day pressing
upon her acceptance a pair of long cotton
stockings, ¢ Astafarallah! Allah forgive
me! Are you mad? Has your brain be-
come diseased? Give me free legs, a muf-
fled face, and the favour of the holy Pro-
phet, and say no more. Strange ill-luck
has ours been that has brought us to a
country where the women cover their legs,
and uncover their faces !’

But with all their good nature towards
Dilferib, there was part of their conduct
which we could in nowise understand.
Although they all freely came to see her,
yet not one would help to cheer her solitude
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by procuring her a companion. ‘Who
would keep company,’ said they, ¢ with a
woman who is not married to the man she
lives with? It was as much as their repu-
tations were worth.” There was one person
to whom the ambassador offered various
advantages, if she would live with and
educate his slave, who became quite out-
rageous at such a proposal. She would.
walk and talk with men in the open streets,
look at men, take them by the arm, be
visited by men, and nobody would think
the worse of her for such doings; but she
became all rage and fury the moment it
might be said of her that she did the
like with one of her own sex, who stood
in the predicament of the unoffensive
Dilferib. Now, what should we say of
such a woman in our country? Why,
her hair would be cut off, and she would
be paraded throughout the city on an
ass, with her face to its rump, and its tail
in her hand, and then thrust out into the
open desert as one soiled with impurities.



CHAP. XXIV.]  HAJJI BABA. 277

Such is the difference of manners in dif-
ferent countries : who can doubt for a mo-
ment which is best, when in the blessed
Koran we read these words, ¢ Speak unto
the believing women, that they restrain
their eyes, and preserve their modesty, and
discover not their ornaments, except what
necessarily appear thereof; and let them
throw their veils over their bosoms, and not
show their ornaments, unless to their hus-
bands, or their fathers,” &c. .

Now, every ornament that an English
woman possesses, she shows to whoever
chooses to look at them. Every father,
son, husband, brother, in the country can
look at her. She wears nothing to restrain
her eyes; and, consequently, nothing to
restrain those of any one else. And as for
modesty, and as for throwing veils over
bosoms, Allah! Allah! our blessed Pro-
phet himself would have had severe work
of it here! What then was our fate ? we,
poor strangers, to whom_ women were new ;
who had never seen others than our mo-
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thers, and occasionally our sisters, ex-
cepting those amongst us who were mar-
ried ; we who, when the shah’s wives were
abroad, were obliged to run for our lives,
and to hide ourselves as if death was walk-
ing about seeking to devour us: and thus
to have a world of houris, such as no para-
dise could ever boast of, thrown open to our
view ; fascinating our eyes, and bewildering
our senses; all to be seen without any ap-
prehension of a jealous husband, without
the fear of empalement! The change was
too great for our natures, and we talked and
dreamed of nothing else. For my part,
although, after the dangers which I had
undergone in the possession of the unfor-
tunate Zeenab, and the malignant Sheker-
leb, I imagined myself cured for ever of the
soft passion; yet here at every step love
. jumped into my soul, and my heart thrilled
with ecstasy at the contemplation of the
irresistible attractions of the infidel daugh-
ters of the Franks.
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CHAPTER XXV.

The ambassador is admitted to an audience of the
' queen, and displays his presents.

THE presents which the ambassador had
brought to the shah of England became
the talk of the whole city. Every body
ran to see the horses. The shawls were
the envy of the women; and the poetical
mirror excited universal admiration. He
was now waited upon by a khan, whom the
mehmandar introduced as the master. of
ceremonies of the queen of England, and
whom we supposed might be the chief
guardian of the seraglio ; but the words of
the English elchi in Persia were confirmed.
We were assured that the Franks did not
prepare and appoint such officers, and that
no watch was placed over the honour of the
king’s women. The business of this khan,
he explained, was to introduce persons
worthy of such an honour to the royal
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banoo, and he accordingly invited the am-
bassador and his suite to an audience.
Notwithstanding this invitation, the am-
bassador, still fearing that he might offend
by such a liberty, anxiously inquired whe-
ther the shah of England was privy to this
arrangement ; but it did not seem that his
permission was at all necessary, for she
saw and conversed with all men who were °
agreeable to her. Seeing that such really
was the custom of the country, the ambas-
sador, without fear of any kind, and ex-
pressing no solicitude about us, his fol-
lowers, freely accepted the invitation, and
the next day was appointed for the au-
dience. In the meanwhile, he delivered the
presents with which he was intrusted for
the English queen to the khan, but re-
served to himself the duty of presenting
the letter into her own hands.

We were strangely excited by the ex-
pectation of what we were about to see.
A Persian scarcely dares to think upon the
pictures which his imagination forms of
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the dazzling splendour, and the unrivalled
beauty of the inhabitants of the shah’s
harem ; and here we were on the very
threshold of those delights which even in
our country were the theme of every tongue.
We were going to see the women of the
king of the Franks, perhaps his daughters.
Such good fortune could fall to the lot but
of few! ¢ Praisebe to Allah !’ said we, ¢if
the beauties that we hourly see in the high-
ways, and at the corners of the streets, be
such as to enslave our souls, what must be
the charms of those who have enslaved a
king’s heart; of those who, perhaps, are
not permitted to meet the gaze of the mul-
titude like other women, and whose charms
must be like the gems which lie secure in
the royal treasury !’

The ambassador dressed himself with un-
usual splendour, adorning his person with a
shirt made by an infidel sempstress, embroi-
dered at every extremity, and whiter than
the snows of Agridagh *. I, remembering

+ Mount Ararat.
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those parts of my face which had attracted
the capricious Shekerleb, made my best
efforts to renovate their beauties. Every
hair in my beard was newly dyed and per-
fumed, my mustache curled to the corners
of my eyes, and the locks behind my ears
received a fresh glow. The morning came,
we were all dressed, the ambassador sprin-
kled rose-water over the muslin and silken
covers of the auspicious letter, and then
mounting the royal carriages which had
been sent for us, we proceeded to the pa-
lace. ‘

. We were received by nothing but men.
There was no appearance of the house being
inhabited by women; every thing living
was male. How different from our coun-
tries, where nothing in the seraglio can put
the fair prisoners in mind of man, saving
the presence of their own husbands, and
perchance their brothers! After having
been paraded through several rich apart-
ments, in which we saw nothing that in-
dicated womankind, we at length at a di-
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stance espied petticoats, and little by little
came in sight of some very grotesque-look-
ing females, who, for aught we knew,
might be royal wives, for by their shapes
they were evidently bidding fair to add,
each in their turn, some shak zadeh, or
prince, to the already doubtless numerous
royal family. As we approached, we began
to find that we must be mistaken, for some
were 80 old as to make so fortunate an event
for them quite impossible ; and therefore we
concluded, that what had attracted our eyes
wasin fact nothing buta most extraordinary
caprice of dress, and which we afterwards
learned was worn at court only, no woman
venturing to approach the royal person who
had not so deformed herself.

We now evidently were on the very
margin of our hopes. The women who
stood before us we supposed might be some
of the khanums and beggums about the
court, who were doing the duties of the
antechamber; but what was our surprise
when the master of the ceremonies paraded
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the ambassador before a lady, standing with
her back to a magnificent mirror, and she,
we found, was the great banoo of the coun-
try. Whatever might have been our ex-
pectations, we were very soon awed into a
respect and consideration for the august
personage before whom we stood, much
beyond that which we thought it possible
any woman could have inspired. She had
more the looks of a grand vizier than a
woman. She asked the ambassador ques-
tions which only learned men in Persia
ask ; questions which would have puzzled
some of our deepest scribes. The king of
England, it was plain, was very wise to
dispense with the care and superintendence
which we exercise in our harems over such
a wife, for with her wisdom she might have
governed an empire, much less herself.
From her quiet and dignified manner we
ever after called heér the Aram banoo *, the
Calm Princess. When the ambassador

* This is a title frequently applied to persons o
dignity. .
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presented the letter with which he was
charged, the queen inquired whether it was
written with the banoo’s own hand? Isaw
the blush of confusion overspread the am-
bassador’s face, for, alas! writing is not the
accomplishment of a Persian lady; and
therefore what could he say? He owned
that it had been written by the great moon-
shee of the state; and when the queen
looked on the translation she smiled ; but
whether in admiration or otherwise, no one
was present to inform us.

She then inspected the presents, and
principally fixed her attention upon the
full suit of a Persian woman’s dress. The
beauty of the embroidery, the richness of
the stuffs,and the brilliancy of the gold and
precious stones with which it was orna-
mented, seemed to attract her admiration.
She was anxious to have every part ex-
plained, and every woman in the room
crowded near the ambassador as he showed
how it was to be worn. They understood
the nature of the chemise, although they
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marvelled at its make, and inquired why
the skirts were so short. They made many
remarks on the jubbehs and the jackets;
but when they came to the trowsers, their
merriment, though tempered by the dig-
nified presence of the queen, could scarcely
be kept within bounds. They looked at
themselves, and then at the zeer jumehs ;
there was no resisting their mirth. Stif-
fened with brocade, and padded with cot-
ton, the object of their merriment stood
erect in the middle of the room, and cer-
tainly made an extraordinary contrast with
the flowing robes worn by the Frank
women. An arac gir* attracted great
admiration, owing to the great labour of
needle-work bestowed upon it, and every
body present was anxious to know how so
small a cap could sit on the crown; but
when the head-pins were produced, the
difficulty was explained. Certain magni-
ficent lakafs, or quilts, were prized by the

¢ A skull-cap—Iliterally, a catcher of dew.
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queen, as well as the Cashmerian shawls
and the Ispahan velvets.

The ambassador acquired credit by ex-
plaining the medicinal properties of the
mimiai* (so famed in Persia), of which he
had brought a small quantity in a gold
enamelled box ; and we thought that there
was much incredulity to beread in the dif-
ferent faces round us, when he averred, that,
should a man, horse, or chicken, have aleg
broke, and a bandage spread over with
the unguent be bound round the fracture,
a moon will scarcely pass ere the leg will
be quite restored to its former state.

We had been so much taken up in at-
tending to the queen, that we had notlooked
about for those beauties, her daughters,
upon whom our imaginations had so fondly
dwelt. We saw no moon-faces, no cypress
waists, no antelope eyes, no silken tresses
that touched the ground; but presently
we bowed the head to several gorgeously-
dressed ladies, upon seeing whom we

® A precious gum, which distils from a rock in
‘Kerman,
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were obliged "to ‘excldim, ¥ Maskallah }
Praises of Allah!’ for fédr-the evil eye
should assail thein: They alko asked maﬁy‘
‘condescending questions, ahd’ though ouy¥
ideas of king’s daughtefs, which werd
drawn much from imagirfation; and mach
from what we had read of in Antar and
the Thousand and One Nights, were herd
not verified, yet we ' came away satidd
. fied that a veiled face was of much’ Ieég
consequence in this country than in our§
and that reason and sense here did t‘ﬂg
business of guardians and duennas. '
We eagerly inquired whether the roy¥l
daughters were wives also; but, strange t§
say, they were not. - * How? said the am*
bassador to the mehmandar. ¢ Why doéi
not your kingdo as ours? ‘Why does '§&
not oblige your viziers and great khan¥
to rub their foreheads upon the threshold
of the royal palace, and receive as (Hé
greatest boon that can be bestowed updfi
them, the hands of his dhughters in'mar-
" riage? Ourking not only ¢ondesceftits to
confer such-like benefits, but frequently
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extends his munificence by bestowing upon
them presents of his own children, add-
ing thereto the more aged banoos, their
mothers; and by the royal beard, I swear,
that if they do not immediately fall upon
their faces, kiss.the ground, and say,
‘ May the shadow of the king of kings
never be less! may the royal house pros-
per!” their heads would not be worth a
piece of black money.each! By your
father’s beard! we settle these matters
better in Persia.’

Inquiring farther, we found that royal
persons among the Franks marry after the
manner of Mussulmans; that is, they do
not see the husband or wife intended for
them, but take them upon description.
Some old woman is seat by the husband
to look at the intended bride; she is wooed
at a distance, and then is brought to him;
and be she fair, or be she otherwise, she
becomes his wife. '

- We whispered into. the mehmandar’s
ear, asking whether any of the ladies be-

VOL. I. 0
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that the beating which had most likely been
intended for him had, by the interposition of
. fate, fallenon another. Wereturned home
making many exclamations, and astonished
the ambassador by a recital of all we had
witnessed. '

END OF VOL. 1.
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